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December 19th/20th 2020  Fourth Sunday of Advent (B) 
 

Response to the Psalm: I will sing forever of your love, O Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 I am the handmaid of the Lord: let what you have said be 

done to me. 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

I recently read and enjoyed the official 
biography of the multitalented comedienne, 
actor and musician, Victoria Wood who was 
born in Bury, Greater Manchester.  Many will 
perhaps remember her for the comedy shows 

she wrote and 
directed including 
Dinner Ladies and 
Acorn Antiques on 
TV, as well as 
countless solo 
performances with 
piano and amusing 
sketches on 

television and on the stage, even filling the 
Albert Hall many times over.  She was much 
admired by her fellow performers and is sadly 
missed after her early death from cancer.   

For me, her most memorable performance 
was as Housewife 49, when she played the 
real life Nella Last of Barrow-in-Furness who 
wrote hundreds of pages of information and 
reflections of her and her family’s war time 
experiences as many did, sending them into a 
National Collection for the Ministry of 
Information during World War 2. Inevitably, 
her words were subjective and very personal, 
but hers, and others, provided wonderful 
background information about the Second 
World War beyond the battles and the 
Generals that go down in history.   

I have yet to write in our Parish Logbook, its 
history book, our experiences of 2020 since 
the Covid-19 epidemic.  Indeed, the last entry 
I made in it was last February.  This book 
contains fascinating accounts of events, dates 
and facts that cover over a century of life in 
Our Lady’s Parish.  Not all priests have made 
their contribution, but I am trying to compose 
an entry to describe adequately what has 
happened, and indeed what we are still going 
through at the moment. For me it is hard to 
know how to even begin. 

In the book there are some interesting entries 
from World War 2, especially the suffering of 
the priests and people in the terrible winter 
weather in 1940 and 1941.  it includes the 
comings and goings of Popes and Parish 
Priests.  But Covid 19?  It is still all very raw 
and very much with us, even into 2021.  

The Evangelists write their own accounts of 
the Life, Ministry , Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus.  Their words, we believe, were not only 
guided by the Holy Spirit, but came from their 
own personal experience of the Risen Lord 
Jesus.  They had to write a new literary form, 
The Gospel, literally The Good News of 
Jesus.  It is not merely a standard 
straightforward biography of a man called 
Jesus who came from Nazareth. 

Each of their accounts was compiled at a 
different place and a different time and for a 
variety of early Christian communities, with 
explanations and details included or omitted, 
depending on their own background; for 
example, whether they were familiar with 
Jewish customs and religious practices.  The 
Risen Presence of Jesus was an ever-present 
reality for them after the gift of the Holy Spirit 
that first Pentecost, fifty days after the 
Passover and that first Easter morning. So, 
there are relatively few details of the actual 
Resurrection appearances of Jesus in the 
Gospels.  Indeed, our scriptural accounts of 
the first Christmas are to be found only in 
Luke (the Annunciation and the visit of the 
shepherds) and Matthew (the journey of the 
Wise Men and their gifts).  There is nothing 
about the Nativity in Mark and John gives us  
his majestic prologue - “In the beginning was 
the Word …. and the Word was made flesh…” 
but no other details.   

When we all reflect on 2020 and I eventually 
write the account in the Parish Logbook for 
future Priests and people to ponder, there will 
be many stories that we will want to tell and 
share of sadness, yes, but also of wonderful 
initiatives and courage and caring in our 
community, of which we can all be proud.  
Maybe the chastening experience of it all will 
help us to grow in our humanity and share 
Pope Francis’ vision for a post-Covid world, a 
better world described in his new book ‘Let Us 
Dream: The Path to a Better Future.’ 

May that dream truly be ours. 

 

Every good wish and blessing for a Happy 
and Holy Christmas for everyone. 

PARISH NOTICES 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons (major surgery  Dec. 23rd) and 
Elizabeth (Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received this week: 
• Fr John Unsworth 
• Mary Josephine Unsworth 
• Margaret Wright 
• Nigel Lyons 
• William (Billy) Price 
• Jo Raffo 
• Gillian and Roderick Simpson 
• Fr Ambrose Lambert (Downside Abbey) 

LATELY DEAD 

Billy Price, Gillian Simpson, Vera Wooley,  Jo 
Raffo, Vera Burns and Ray Tyrer. R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Fr John Unsworth, Pat Cannon, Ellen 
Connolly, Raymond Ramwell and Rita Mc 
Farlin and priests of the Diocese Peter 
Birmingham and Frank Kavanagh. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY IN THE RISEN 

LORD 

To Dr Richard Simpson and family on the 
death of his mother, Gillian, on December 
13th in Macclesfield Hospital.  R.I.P. 

BEST WISHES 

To Bill Houghton, husband of Marjorie, of 
Criccieth Avenue, Aspull, who will make his 
First Holy Communion as a Catholic this 
weekend.  We wish them well. 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 

We are hoping to rearrange the postponed 
First Holy Communions of 2020 to the 
weekends in January 2021, 10th to 31st. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

Since the first lockdown Fr Kevin and our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion have 
been unable to take Holy Communion to the 
sick, the housebound and into our local Care 
Homes.  If you would like to take Communion 
to a sick or housebound member of your 
family, in your bubble, then please see Fr 
Kevin to make arrangements. 

LOCKDOWN CAROL SERVICE 

We are hoping to have a Zoom Carol Service 
this Sunday December 20th 5.00 - 5.40pm. If 
you'd like to join in, please email 
ceciliakitts@hotmail.com for access. Fingers 
crossed it all comes together! 

POPE FRANCIS 

Please remember the Holy Father in your 
prayers on Thursday 17th December, his 84th 
birthday.  Ad multos annos. 

ECUMENICAL GREETINGS 

From Fr Kevin and all of us in Our Lady’s and 
Holy Family Parishes to our fellow Christians 
and their Ministers of Aspull, Haigh, Blackrod 
and New Springs  at Christmas.  We have had 
a long history, over the years, of joint prayer, 
worship and action until the pandemic.  
Please God our working together will continue 
in the near future.  God bless you all. 

OUR SCHOOLS 

Every good wish and blessing to the 
Headteachers, staff, Governors and pupils of 
our Parish Primary Schools and St Joseph’s 
High School and to their families this 
Christmas.  Thanks for the ways in which they 
have cared for their children and young 
people, providing a safe environment over the 
past year, a difficult and challenging time.  We 
are all most grateful to you. 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

Following two successful attempts to provide 
Mass on-line from Our Lady’s, we plan to 
continue to offer this on Sundays and 
Christmas Day. They can be accessed via the 
Parish Facebook page or by using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that. 

The Mass will be available from about 2.00pm 
each Sunday and Christmas Day. 

INFORMATION RE CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Christmas Masses are going ahead as 
planned.  However, we are still subject to 
restricted numbers and subject to 
Government rules. 

The  Masses planned for Christmas are as 
they have been for the last few years: 

Thursday 24th December: 6.00pm at Our 
Lady’s and 8.00pm at Holy Family 

Friday 25th December, Christmas Day, 
9.30am at Our Lady’s. 

All three Masses are fully booked.  We can 
take no more bookings. 

Those who have a booking will be shown to 
their allocated seats by the stewards on duty. 

REMEMBER only those with a confirmed 
booking will be able to attend the Christmas 
Masses.   

mailto:ceciliakitts@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/


MASSES OVER THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD 

Saturday 26th - 11.00am at Our Lady’s 

No Vigil Mass that Saturday night. 

Sunday 27th, The Feast of the Holy Family 
9.30 am - Our Lady’s 
11.15am - Holy Family 

and 6.00pm - Our Lady’s, transferred from the 
Saturday night vigil. 

New Year’s Day January 1st 2021 11.00am at 
Holy Family. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

To find the times of live stream Masses at St 
Vincent’s this week, go to their website http://
stvincentsbolton.org/ 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

ADVENT REFLECTION 

Week Four: A Reflection from Fr. Simon 
Firth 
As we light the fourth candle of our advent 
wreaths we come to the realisation that the 
Lord Jesus, Light of the World, is very close 
indeed. The HOPE of the first candle is 
realised in the LOVE of GOD in the second 
candle which gives us the JOY of the third 
candle and now we see the advent of true 
PEACE in the fourth.  

The fourth candle is sometimes known as the 
Angel’s candle and the Peace Candle. We 
know that great messages came from Angels 
to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph. The 
Annunciations of the births of John the Baptist 
and Jesus fill us with those great sentiments 
of HOPE, LOVE, JOY, and PEACE. These 
sentiments are needed in these darker days 
most especially. With the coming of Christ and 
the lighting of the 5th candle in 5 short days’ 
time we see darkness receding and the light 
taking over.  

The days will soon be lengthening and the 
arrival of Jesus Christ Prince of Peace brings 
new light and new hope even in these days of 
pandemic. With the hope of a vaccine for 
millions there does indeed appear to be light 
at the end of what has been a very long 
tunnel. Let us allow Christ to be that light. We 
remember that good ends can come out of 
bad beginnings and that stars do indeed shine 
only in darkness.  

We will soon hear angels bring “good tidings” 
to shepherds that in the City of David a 
Saviour is Born for us and that HE is Christ 
the Lord. The Lord will remind us in the 
course of His ministry that in this world we will 
experience troubles – no truer word seems to 
have been spoken when we reflect on 2020 – 
but he continues, “Be of good cheer, I have 
conquered the world.” (John 16:33) 

I’ve been struck this Advent by the final verse 
of that great Te Deum hymn, Holy GOD we 
praise Thy Name  

Spare thy people Lord we pray,  
By a thousand snares surrounded.  

Keep us without sin today,  
Never let us be confounded.  

Lo, I put my trust in Thee,  
Never Lord abandon me.  

He never abandons us. He comes to us and 
even when we appear to be surrounded, we 
can place our total trust in His love and mercy. 
May the coming of the Christ-child fill you and 
your families with the HOPE, LOVE, JOY, and 
PEACE that have lit our way this advent.  

Fr. Simon Firth is Parish Priest of Holy Cross 
and St Helen’s, Ashton-under-Lyne. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group, contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

GOD IS WITH US:CHRISTMAS RESOURCES 

AT HOME 

The following link 

God is with Us: Christmas at Home 
Resources - Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Salford  

will take you to a page on their website  which 
will give you a variety of resources produced 
by the Department of Formation of Salford 
Diocese. 

PARISH NEWSLETTER  

If you know anyone who would like a copy 
emailing to them, then let Fr Kevin or Kevin 
Riley have their email address.  
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