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January 23rd/24th 2021  Third Sunday  Year B  
The Year of the Gospel of St. Mark 

Response to the Psalm: Lord, make me know your ways. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 The kingdom of God is close at hand; believe the Good 

News. 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page, WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

The Third Sunday of the Year B: The Year of 
the Gospel of St Mark and the Sunday of 
Special Reflection on the Word of God.  Also, 
the Sunday within the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. 

By recent  decree of Pope Francis, the 
Church now keeps the Third Sunday of 
Ordinary Time for special reflection on the 
Word of God.  A time for serious consideration 
of the importance of the Sacred Scriptures to 
Christian living.   

We would do well to note, and to be very 
thankful for, how much more of the Bible is 
now familiar to Catholics than it was in 
previous generations, thanks to the Revised 
Lectionary put into use by the Second Vatican 
Council in the early 1960s.   

Our pattern of Readings (Old Testament 
Reading; Psalm; New Testament Reading 
and Gospel, with a three year cycle for 
Sundays and seasons devoted in turn to 
Matthew, Mark and Luke’s Gospel, with 
John’s Gospel at Eastertide) has also been 
copied and adapted by most of the other 
Christian Church Communities, so that most 
of the Christian World now hears the same 
Scripture texts on Sundays and during the 
major seasons of the calendar.  It is a sign of 
visible, but as yet incomplete, Church Unity. 

Although, as yet, Christians of other 
Denominations and Churches may not be  
united at the altar table of the Lord for the 
Eucharist in Holy Communion, we are now, 
thanks be to God, united around the table of 
The Word.  This was all unimaginable, surely, 
just a few decades ago. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons, Marie Cott and Elizabeth (Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received: 
• Barker and Owens families 
• Mary Storey 
• John O’Donnell 
• The Pike and Boyce families 
• and Millie Douthwaite. 

LATELY DEAD 

Sheila Barton, Bernard Raffo and Archbishop 
Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Millie Douthwaite, John O’Donnell, Arthur 
Rolfe, Harry Foulkes (Fr Kevin’s father), Anne 
Morten, Tracey Whittle, Mary Storey, Pat 
Greaves, Helen Maker, Colin Cooke, Joe 
Mailey, Denis Leyland and priests of the 
Diocese: Michael Timothy, John Cribben, 
Edward Morrisey and William Fallon. 

BAPTISMS 

Due to Covid regulations, Baptisms have 
been suspended for the time being. 

MANY THANKS 

For online payments to Our Lady’s Account 
via Liberty Pay Monthly transfers.  Recent 
total £475. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

PARISH NOTICES 

the Third Order of St Francis and gathered 
girls around her to share the work of charity.  
She founded the Ursulines (who were devoted 
to education of poor girls) in Brescia in 1535 
and died in 1540. 

28th January - St Thomas Aquinas: Famous 
theologian, born in Aquino, Italy, around 1225; 
entered the Dominican Order, and studied 
under St Albert the Great in Cologne; 
outstanding writer and teacher of Philosophy; 
he died, aged forty-nine, in 1274.  He had a 
great influence on the Western Latin Church.  

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

25th January - We celebrate the Conversion 
of St Paul. 

26th January - SS Timothy and Titus: 
disciples and companions of St Paul, they 
were entrusted with the care of the Christian 
communities of Ephesus and Crete 
respectively.  In the New Testament are 
preserved Paul’s letters of pastoral advice to 
them. 

27th January - St Angela Merici:  born in 
Brescia, Italy, around 1470, Angela entered 



Every good wish and blessing. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

Since the first lockdown Fr Kevin and our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion have 
been unable to take Holy Communion to the 
sick, the housebound and into our local Care 
Homes.  If you would like to take Communion 
to a sick or housebound member of your 
family, in your bubble, then please see Fr 
Kevin to make arrangements. 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 

UNITY 

18th to 25th January and concludes on the 
Feast Day of the Conversion of St. Paul.  

We give thanks for the progress made at all 
levels in recent decades. 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

The 9.30am Sunday Mass is on-line. It can be 
accessed via the Parish Facebook page or by 
using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that and on the 
Parish Website. 

The Mass will be available from about 1.00pm 
each Sunday. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

To find the times of live stream Masses at St 
Vincent’s this week, go to their website http://
stvincentsbolton.org/ 

ADVANCE NOTICE - THIS LENT, ENGAGE  

IN GLOBAL HEALING 

On Thursday 18th February, Bishop John will 
launch a series of speakers, prayers and 
discussions based on the film-based 
resource, “Global Healing”. The talks will take 
place each week from the 18th February 
throughout Lent, with our Head of 
Environment, Dr Emma Gardner, sharing her 
own knowledge and experiences with us on 
Thursday 4th March’s event. 

We all have our own part to play in 
responding to the environmental crisis our 
world is facing and Pope Francis has called 
each of us to listen to the cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor. 

The “Global Healing” documentaries will 
inform and challenge people to respond to 
Pope Francis’ call to Care for Our Common 
Home. The films are suitable for all who are 
concerned about what is happening to our 
world and who want to take action, or those 
who want to learn more about the issue. 

The films will take place over six Thursdays, 
from 18th February – 25th March 2021, 
between 7.30pm – 8.30pm and are hosted by 
the Global Catholic Climate Movement 

Laudato Si’ Animators in the UK. 
If you’d like to register to join, please 
click HERE  

or email jane@catholicclimatemovement.glob
al 

GREATER MANCHESTER HOLOCAUST 

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 

Online service Wednesday 27th January 2021 
10am 

The Mayor of Greater Manchester together 
with the ten councils of Greater Manchester 
has invited people in our diocese to join them 
online for the Greater Manchester Holocaust 
Memorial Day Service, streamed from the 
Mayor’s Facebook page, on January 27, 2021 
10am to 11:15am. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitts has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group, contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

PARISH FACEBOOK 

The Parish Facebook page, to cover both 
parishes, can be found by searching 
Facebook for - Our Lady’s R.C. Church, 
Aspull or @ourladyschurchaspull 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Is available on-line via the Parish links on Our 
Lady’s School website and the Holy Family 
School. Alternatively, it can be emailed 
directly to you if you let Kevin Riley have your 
email address, which will only be used to keep 
you informed of Parish matters.  It is also 
available via the Parish WhatsApp group. 

No paper copies of the Newsletter will be 
available for those attending Mass.   
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