
Parish Priest Fr Kevin Foulkes 
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road  
 Aspull  
 Wigan  WN2 1YA  
Telephone 01942 516732  
   

www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk 
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk 
 
Masses : 
Saturday Vigil  6.00pm - Our Lady’s 
Sunday  9.30am - Our Lady’s 
Sunday 11.15am - Holy Family 

Parish Newsletter 
THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, HAIGH, ASPULL & BLACKROD 
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July 10th/11th 2021        Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year B 

Week 15 of the Church’s Calendar 

Response to the Psalm: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving 
help. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: you have the 
message of eternal life. 

 Alleluia. 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live 
streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/


CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

Saints commemorated this week 

13th July – St Henry: born in 973; he was 
elected Holy Roman Emperor, working for 
the good of his people, building monasteries 
and helping the poor.  He was also dedicated 
to missionary activity.  He died in 1024. 

14th July – St Camillus De Lellis:  born in 
Italy 1550, became a soldier but turned to 
ministering to the sick.  He was ordained 
priest and founded the Congregation of the 
Servants of the Sick which set up hospitals 
for the poor.  He died in 1614 and is the 
Patron Saint of all health care workers. 

15th July – St Bonaventure: born in Italy in 
1218, he entered the Franciscan Order, and 
gained a Master’s degree in Philosophy in 
Paris; he eventually became Minister 
General of the Order and Cardinal Bishop of 
Albano near Rome.  He is remembered for 
his spiritual works and teaching.  He died in 
1274. 

16th July – Our Lady of Mount Carmel: The 
Sacred Scriptures speak of the beauty of 
Mount Carmel, where the prophet Elijah 
defended the faith of the people of Israel in 
the living God. In 1156 a group of hermits 
settled there and afterwards established the 
Carmelite Order to lead a contemplative life 
under the patronage of the Mother of God.  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel is the Principal 
Patron of the Salford Diocese.  

The Salford Diocese comprised the 
Hundreds of Salford and Blackburn in the 
County of Lancaster and the Parish of 
Dunsop Bridge.  The Diocese encompasses 
most of Greater Manchester and a large part 
of Lancashire between the River Mersey and 
the River Ribble as well as some parishes 
north of the Ribble and Todmorden in 
Calderdale, West Yorkshire. 

The Diocese was erected on 29th September 
1850 through a decree signed by Pope Pius 
IX as one of the first Post-Reformation 
Dioceses in Great Britain. The 1851 census 
revealed that the Diocese had 32 churches 
and chapels served by 37 priests and around 
33,000 Catholics attending Mass. 

The story of the Diocese is one of rising 
industrialisation, immigration and universal 
education provision.  Its expansion runs 
parallel with the population growth in the 
region.  The first fifty years of its existence 
saw the number of Catholics in the Diocese 
increase by almost 90%.  A new century 
brought with it doctrinal and social change, 
both from governments at home and the 
Vatican.  Major landmarks of the twentieth 
and twenty-first century Catholic British 
history such as the 1944 Education Act and 
the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) had a 
considerable impact on the life of the 
Diocese and its future.   

In 1970 Pope Paul VI canonised forty English 
and Welsh Martyrs, including some with 
connections to the Diocese; Saints Edmund 
Arrowsmith, Ambrose Barlow, John 
Plessington and John Southworth.  More 
from the Diocese were Beatified in 1987.  
During the visit of Pope John Paul II in 1982 
he celebrated Mass and ordained priests in 
Heaton Park, Manchester. 

Successive Bishops have sought to adapt 
the structure of the Diocese to enable it to 
best respond to changing demographics and 
patterns of Mass attendance.  Most recently 
we are invited by Pope Francis to develop 
Missionary Parishes, and make sure we 
attend also to the needs of those who are 
marginalised in our society and care for our 
environment. 

Our present Bishop John Arnold is the 
eleventh Bishop of Salford, born in Sheffield, 
trained as a barrister, became a priest and 
then Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of 
Westminster coming to Salford in December 
2014.  In the Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales he has particular 
responsibilities as a Trustee of Cafod and 
Caritas Social Action Network and leads on 
environmental issues. 

Other Bishops have been transferred to 
different Dioceses: Herbert Vaughan became 
the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster in 
1892; George Andrew Beck became 
Archbishop of Liverpool in 1964 as also did 
Patrick Kelly in 1996. 



PARISH NOTICES 

THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND   

From this Sunday’s Reading from the 
prophet Amos, chapter 7, verses 12 - 15. 

“Off with you, visionary!” 

Get out of here! No-one likes to hear those 
harsh words.  Wherever we go we like the 
assurance that the place where we have 
arrived is hospitable.  Sometimes we 
trespass; sometimes we say offensive words; 
sometimes we perform an action that 
separates us from the community.  If we 
upset the host, we may hear those awful 
words, “Get out of here!” 

That was the command that Amaziah, the 
priest of Bethel, levelled against the prophet 
Amos.  Amos came from Tekoa in Judah, in 
the southern part of the kingdom.  At God’s 
command he travelled to Bethel in the north 
to prophesy.  He warned the people of God’s 
judgement against them.  The local priest did 
not like hearing the message Amos brought 
so Amaziah gave Amos a blunt and derisive 
retort, “Go home;  get out of Bethel;  go back 
to Judah; prophesy there; leave us alone”.  
There was one problem, prophesying in 
Bethel was not Amos’ idea in the first place; 
it was God’s idea.  God sent Amos from 
Judah, in the south, to Bethel, in the north, to 
bring divine judgement on the people. 

Sometimes when people tell us to leave 
them alone they are wrong.  If God has given 
us words to speak, we must stay and deliver 
them. 

Fr. Kevin  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also 
remember  Tony Webber, Gerard Dixon,  
Elizabeth (Betty) Bird, Alan Smith and Ken 
Aspinall. 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 7th July: 
Winnie Moffitt (anniversary) and Allan 
Johnson (anniversary). 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Marie McNab, James Green, Les Rushworth, 
Mary Goulden, Mary Barker, Winnie Moffitt, 
Allan Johnson and priests of the Diocese Alf 
Smith and Terry Dodgeon. 

LATELY DEAD 

Ken Thomas.  

OUR VERY BEST WISHES 

To Councillor Nick Bell and his wife Odette 
as he becomes the new Mayor of Blackrod.  
Fr. Kevin led the prayers at the beginning of 
Monday’s Council meeting when the new 
Mayor was installed.  We wish him well in 
events and charitable works planned for the 
coming year.   

SKY DIVE FOR CHARITY 

On 27th June this year Constance Seddon, a 
Holy Family parishioner, took a brave 15,000 
feet parachute jump at Lancaster Black 
Knights.  This was to support a school for the 
blind in her home country of Zambia.  The 
school, Jairos Jiri, needs support to provide 
styluses and guides for writing Braille, 
costing £15 for each set.  There are 102 
children altogether in the school ranging from 
four to sixteen years and Constance is 
appealing for donations sponsoring her jump.  
The money can be given at Holy Family to 
Mary Baybutt in an envelope marked 
“Donation to sponsored parachute jump”.  
Records will be kept of course.  The 
headteacher of the school acknowledges 
donations.  Other donations can be placed in 
an envelope marked “Parachute Jump” left at 
either church or at the Presbytery.  We 
congratulate Constance on her brave effort. 

BAPTISMS 

We have been permitted, under Covid 
regulations, to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Baptism, with up to thirty persons attending, 
since mid June. 

Dates and times will be published soon for 
future celebrations of the Sacrament. 

There is a waiting list because several were 
postponed last year.  Please be patient and 
know that appointments must be made, in 
person, at Mass. 

CANON TOM NEYLON 

Canon Tom Neylon, a Vicar General of 
Liverpool Archdiocese and Parish Priest of St 
Bede’s, Appleton, Widnes has been 
appointed as the new Auxiliary Bishop in the 
Archdiocese.  He was trained at Ushaw 
College, Durham and was ordained priest 
with Fr Kevin in May 1982 by Pope John 
Paul II.  We wish him well.  He will be 
ordained as a Bishop in the Metropolitan 
Cathedral on 3rd September.  Ad multos 
annos. 



CAFOD /THE CLIMATE CRISIS/ PETITION 
Many thanks to Nicola Myers, Marie Wallace 
and Kevin Riley who made last week’s 
campaign appeal to support Cafod.   

There are still plenty of post paid cards 
available at both churches.  If you did not 
collect one last week, they are available this 
week. Share with friends and family. Please 
complete and send post free to Cafod. 

The petition can also be signed by scanning 
the QR code on the information leaflet.   

or the QR code here 

 

BOOKS FOR CAFOD  
The following books are available for sale for 
a small donation, at your discretion, to 
support the work of Cafod. Each is film 
wrapped. Most are paperbacks. If anyone is 
interested, please speak to Fr Kevin.  

1.  James Hawes - The Shortest History of 
Germany.  

2.  Dan Jones - The Crusaders.  

3.  Tracy Borman - Henry VIII: and the Men 
Who Made Him  

4. L. J. Ross - Cuthbert’s Way.  The latest 
in the DCI Ryan, detective series. 

5. Robert Harris - Fatherland, 1992 

6. Robert Harris - Munich, 2017 

Every good wish and blessing. 

7. The Interior Silence.  Ten lessons from 
monastic life by Sarah Sands, journalist 
and author, formerly editor of Radio 4’s 
Today programme 2017-2020.  She 
makes a pilgrimage to twelve 
monasteries around the world of different 
religious traditions, ranging from a Coptic 
desert community in Egypt to retreat in 
the Japanese mountains.  Hardback, 
pp200 2021. 

8. Sinclair McKay - Dresden. 

A SUMMER SERENADE  
Wigan Music Service are presenting a 
Summer Serenade, their first music 
ensemble for over 16 months, in Haigh 
Woodland Park (Haigh Hall) on Saturday 
17th July from 10.30am to around 5.30pm. 

This will be a free to attend, open air event. 
No tickets and no seating. Audience 
members will be among the other day visitors 
to Haigh Woodland Park who will be 
welcome to bring their own folding chairs and 
picnic blankets. As such, audience members 
will be expected to individually adhere to 
national government restrictions and 
guidance as members of the public and 
visitors to the attraction.  This will be a fair-
weather event.  It may have to be cancelled 
if there is adverse weather. 

There are two stages set side by side on the 
picnic lawn between the Café and the 
children’s playground/fairground. 

Performance Time Small performance space Large performance space 

      

10.30am    Wigan Youth Training Brass Band  

11.00am  Wigan and Leigh Junior Guitar Ensembles   

11.30pm    Wigan Youth Brass Band  

12.00pm  Wigan Intermediate Guitar Ensemble    

12.30pm    Wigan and Leigh Junior Strings  

1.00pm  Wigan Youth Saxophone Ensemble   

1.30pm    
Wigan and Leigh Intermediate String 

Orchestra 

2.00pm  Wigan Youth Training Jazz Band    

2.30pm    Wigan Youth Symphony Orchestra 

3.00pm  Wigan Youth Jazz Orchestra   

3.30pm    Wigan Junior Concert Band  

4.00pm  Wigan Youth Flute Choir    

4.30pm  Wigan Youth Percussion Ensembles (x2) 

5.00pm    Wigan Youth Concert Band 


