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Unfortunately, the churches will not be open 
for  private prayers for the foreseeable 
future, in line with  Government instructions 
and those from the Bishops’ Conference.  
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th

 2020  Fifth Sunday of Easter (A)  

Response to the Psalm: May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our 
hope in you. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Jesus said: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No one 

can come to the Father except through me.” 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Online Resources – Stay at Home, Pray at Home  

From the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford 

Following the statement from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales which has 
announced a temporary suspension of public worship and closure of churches following the 
Government announcement on Monday 23rd March, we have compiled this list of resources to 
help parishioners in our diocese through these uncertain times.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook @SaintPatricWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHT ON TODAY’S GOSPEL - 10th 

MAY 

The opening words of Jesus in Sunday’s 
Gospel, for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, are 
used popularly at funerals and are of a great 
comfort to many people.  Truly one of Fr. 
Kevin’s favourite Gospel passages, as it was 
of his late father, Harry who spent many hours 
on the Dunkirk beaches waiting for rescue 
reading a Bible, a copy of which he found in 
the sand dunes during the evacuation of the 
British Expeditionary Force.  In the words of 
Jesus he refers to his Father’s house and that 
does not simply mean - beyond the grave -  
when we are united with the Lord and the 
angels and saints.  It means everywhere, here 
and now, where we are open and responsive 
to the call to be disciples as Christians, doing 
the same works as Jesus, especially by word 
and example at this difficult time. 

The Easter Season is the high point of our 
Christian calendar; fifty days of celebration 
and reflection.  It deliberately transcends the 
civil calendar of months, although in Catholic 
tradition we do celebrate aspects of our 
Catholic Faith based on the months of the 
year: Mary’s Month, May; the Sacred Heart’s, 
June; the Precious Blood, July; and the 
faithful Departed, November.   

Perhaps the best hymn in honour of Mary, 
sung in the Easter Season would be a 
relatively modern one, written by Estelle 
White, O Lady Full of God’s Own Grace.  It is 
399 in Hymns Old and New and it describes 
very beautifully Mary’s role, side by side with 
Jesus, in His work of his redeeming love, that 
we call “The Paschal Mystery” of his dying 
and rising again for our salvation. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received and celebrated: 
Thomas Duffy: Anniversary 

THANKS FROM Fr KEVIN 

To those who have set up Standing Orders 
and those who have delivered their church 
collection envelopes to the presbytery and all 
those who have brought baked items for Fr. 
Kevin at the church as well. 

200 CLUB   -  APRIL 2020 WINNERS 

1st prize £50 No 163 Pauline Connor 
2nd prize £30 No 104 Kath Anglesey 
3rd prize £20 No 110 Cunliffe 
Many thanks to all our supporters. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Those recently deceased. 

Fr. Joe Weston, Parish Priest of St Benedict’s, 
Hindley.  He was ordained for the 
Archdiocese of Liverpool in 1960 

Fr. Paul Dillon, a retired priest of the Salford 
Diocese ordained in 1954, former Parish 
Priest of St. Hugh of Lincoln, Stretford.  He 
was Parish Priest in 1982 with the late Fr. 
Harry Jones as his Assistant when Fr. Kevin 
was ordained. 

Fr Kevin has celebrated masses for their 
eternal repose on his behalf and behalf of all 
our parishioners. 

Please remember this week, Fr. Albert 
Moriarty, Parish Priest of Our Lady’s who died 
in 2004.  His concelebrated mass was 
celebrated at Our Lady’s By Bishop Terence 
Brain of Salford.  Fr Moriarty died on the 9th 
May. 

THE BRICK 

Until the current lockdown, parishioners have 
been donating groceries to The Brick each 
weekend.  Clearly, we have not been able to 
continue to donate through church but the 
need in the community is even greater than it 
was.  Fortunately, some local supermarkets 
have a large container in their stores in which 
donations of groceries can be placed.   

There is more information at 
http:www.thebrick.org.uk/  In some areas, 
several supermarkets have pledged large 
amounts of groceries to help people in need.  
Just check in your local supermarket, looking 
for a large bin, clearly marked. 

MESSAGE FROM CAFOD 

We are living through one of the global events 
that will shape humanity, and our response 
can only be the response of the heart of God.  
We need to be his hands and feet - we cannot 
do otherwise.  With the scourge of COVID19, 
CAFOD is facing an unprecedented 
emergency in every country we work in; and 
we are also mindful, each day, of people in 
our own Catholic community here in England 
and Wales who are unable to attend Mass; 
people worried and over stretched; of those 
who have tragically lost loved ones, and of 
those who were already enduring loneliness 
and are now in isolation.  We need to respond 
in faith, hope and love. 

PARISH NOTICES 



For communities around the world with no 
resources to fall back on, little access to clean 
water, sanitation or health care, the situation 
is even more terrible and likely to grow worse.  
Your prayers and gifts are needed now, more 
than ever, to help protect the lives of those in 
poor communities.  While we are not able to 
hold physical collections in our church, we  
invite you to donate as individuals at 
cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal.   

Our deepest thanks to you all.  

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week 
10th to 16th May -  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 

Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAM SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open your internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNIONS 

In these times when we cannot attend mass 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

PARISH FACEBOOK 

The Parish Facebook page to cover both 
parishes can be found by searching Facebook 
for - Our Lady’s R.C. Church, Aspull or 
@ourladyschurchaspull 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 
their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally, then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

If you are happy to volunteer to make calls to 
the lonely and isolated then let Kevin know, 
leave your number and which area you live in, 
Aspull, New Springs or Blackrod, he will link 
you up with someone in your locality. 

Email: kevin.kmriley@outlook.com 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Until we have sorted out the problems with 
setting up a Standing Order can we suggest 
that you write a cheque monthly to cover your 
regular collection and post it to Fr. Kevin.  
Alternatively, wait until the end of the 
lockdown and write a single cheque to cover 
the whole amount. 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Until this emergency is over and normality 
resumes, future Newsletters will be available 
on-line via the Parish link on Our Lady’s 
School website.  It is also now available via 
The Holy Family School website http://
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk/   or it can be 
emailed directly to you if you let Kevin Riley 
have your email address, which will only be 
used to keep you informed of Parish matters. 
Items for the newsletter to Fr. Kevin by 
Wednesday (a.m.) or to Kevin Riley (01204 
695017) by early Wednesday, please.  Please 
let us know of any significant events such as 
births, anniversaries, etc so we can keep the 
parish community informed. 



Every good wish and blessing. 

Something to do to fill in your time.  

PRAYER FOR THE END OF THE VIRUS  

SECAM, the Symposium of the Episcopal 
Conferences in Africa and Madagascar, has 
suggested the following prayer for all those 
affected by the coronavirus: 

Almighty and merciful Father, who show your 
love to all your creation. 

We come before you asking for a quick 
control of the Coronavirus currently ravaging 
our world. 

Hear graciously the prayers we make for 
those affected by the virus in various parts of 
the world. 

Grant healing to the sick, eternal life to the 
dead and consolation to the bereaved 
families. 

We pray that an effective medicine to combat 
the sickness be speedily found. 

We pray for the relevant governments and 
health authorities that they take appropriate 
steps for the good of the people. 

Look upon us in your mercy and forgive 
us our failings.  

Amen. 

Another prayer 

Your loving care 

Lord Jesus, 

when you walked with us on earth 

you spread your healing power. 

We place in your loving care 

all who are affected by Coronavirus. 

Keep us strong in faith, hope and love. 

Bring relief to our sick, 

console our bereaved, 

protect those who care for us. 

We lift our prayer to you Lord, 

and trust in your infinite mercy, 

as we wait for the daybreak. 

Amen. 

More challenging Easy 


