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November 28th/29th 2020  First Sunday of Advent (B) 
‘PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD!’ 

Response to the Psalm: God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and 
we shall be saved. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving 

help. 
 Alleluia! 

COVID-19: UPDATE 

The Government announced this week that the lockdown will end on December 2nd and a 
more rigorous Three Tier system will replace it.  Our area has now been placed in Tier 3. 

The Government website shows the following restriction for Tier 3 “places of worship remain 

open, but you must not attend with or socialise with  anyone outside of your household or 

support bubble while you are there, unless a legal exemption applies”, which means we 

continue as we did before the lockdown. 

Masses will resume next weekend, The Second Sunday of Advent. 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

First Sunday of Advent 

Happy New Year!  

Most of us will not forget 2020 in a hurry and 
the knock-on effects of the pandemic will last 
for many years to come.  This New Year’s 
Eve will be very poignant for those who have 
lost loved ones or jobs in 2020, and maybe 
look towards 2021 with apprehension.  

In this country, for many centuries, March 
25th was the beginning of a New Year, the 
Feast of The Annunciation, Lady Day.  
Different religions have their own way of 
marking the change of times and seasons.  
We, as Christians, make a new start for the 
First Sunday of Advent as we remember, not 
only Christ’s promise to come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, but also in the 
second part of the season as the Scripture 
Readings and Prayers take us back to those 
wonderful days of his First Coming; the ways 
in which we are prepared to celebrate once 
more the birth in time and space of the Word 
made Flesh, Jesus Christ Our Saviour and 
Lord, born of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Bethlehem. 

Since the Second Vatican Council in the 
1960s our Sunday Readings of the Gospels, 
as you know, have been on a three year cycle 
using the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke 
with John’s Gospel used mainly in the Easter 
Season.  So we begin this Advent with the 
Gospel of St Mark, the shortest and perhaps 
the most challenging of the Gospels.  Being 
exposed to a variety of sources for the Life, 

Ministry, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
enables us to gain insights and enrichment 
from the different, yet complementary 
presentation of Jesus’ Life and Ministry, from 
the accounts that were prepared by the 
different Gospel writers for a variety of early 
Christian communities.   

Such words are as relevant today as they 
were when they were first proclaimed and 
then preached by the Apostles.  Then as now 
too many are seduced by the love of power.  
We as Christians firmly believe in the power of 
love.   

One of the little traditions to mark Advent in 
Our Lady’s Parish is the changing of the title 
page, this year Mark’s Gospel for the new 
year, of the facsimile of the Lindisfarne 
Gospels above the Tabernacle in Our Lady’s 
Church.  The original, of course, is in the 
British Library in London.   

However we mark the Church’s New Year, 
(perhaps with a resolution or two?),  I pray 
that this holy season may prepare us for the 
annual celebration of the birth of Jesus in 
whatever way we can this year, knowing that 
in all the challenges we face, Jesus is there 
with us, as will be sung in a few weeks’ time 
the words of Once in Royal David’s City, “He 
was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles 
like us He knew”. 

Fr. Kevin   

NEW CHURCH YEAR 

The new Church Year begins this weekend, 
the First Sunday of Advent Year B 

PARISH NOTICES 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK 

Nov 30
th

 – St Andrew:  born at Bethsaida 
(Galilee), Andrew was a fisherman and 
perhaps a disciple of John the Baptist.  He 
introduced his brother, Simon Peter, to Jesus 
and became one of the first to follow Christ.  
He is mentioned a number of times in the 
gospels, for example, in introducing some 
Gentiles to Christ.  Widely venerated since 
ancient times, he is remembered as one of 
the twelve who bore witness to the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  He became 
recognised as patron saint of Scotland 
because, according to legend, some of his 
bones were brought there and buried in the 

place that now bears his name.  Patron Saint 
of Scotland, Greece and Russia and the 
Patron of our former Chapel of Ease in 
Blackrod until 2010. 

Dec 3
rd

 – St Francis Xavier:  a friend of St 
Ignatius Loyola and one of the first members 
of the “Company of Jesus”; he preached in 
India and Japan and died in China in 1552. 

Dec 4
th

 – St John Damascene:  from 
Damascus (hence the name); a monk, 
philosopher and theologian, he sprang to the 
defence of the Sacred Art in the iconoclast 
crisis of the eighth century. 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston 
and Maureen Duckworth.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received this week: 
• The November Dead List 
• Marlene O’Brien 
• Mike Carter 

LATELY DEAD 

Marlene O’Brien, Mike Carter and Sylvester 
Misiec. R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES  

Sarah Makin, Maureen Wellings, Mary Birchall 
and Balys Sirvinskas and priests of the 
Diocese - Lionel Murray, Tony Carpenter, 
Frank Carey and James Calloway. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY  

To Mike Duffy and family of Lostock on the 
recent death of his sister, Marlene O’Brien of 
Hindley.  R.I.P. 

MANY THANKS 

To those who were able this year to support 
the Poppy Appeal at Our Lady’s - £146.12 
was raised. 

THANKS AGAIN 

To those who have kept their collection 
envelopes coming in, and to our intrepid 
gardeners. 

WALK WITH ME 

Booklets with prayers, readings and thoughts 
for each day of Advent, individually wrapped, 
are available from Our Lady’s Presbytery. 

THE OUTDOOR CRIB 

Will be on display at Our Lady’s from this 
Sunday, the First Sunday of Advent - although 
the lovely gathering for the blessing and 
carols and refreshments we have had in 
recent years will be unable to take place this 
year. 

LOCKDOWN CAROL SERVICE 

We are hoping to have a Zoom Carol Service 
on Sunday December 20th 5.00 - 5.40pm. If 
you'd like to join in please email 
ceciliakitts@hotmail.com for access. Fingers 
crossed it all comes together! 

OUR LADY’S CHURCH COLLECTION 

ENVELOPES 

Will still be available for collection from Our 
Lady’s Presbytery.   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 

If you know anyone who would like a copy 
emailing to them, then let Fr Kevin or Kevin 
Riley have their email address. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

During this period when we are unable to 
attend Mass in our parishes, this weekend’s 
live stream masses at St Vincent’s are:  
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Weekday live stream masses - Tuesday to 
Friday - 9.00am  
There is also an evening blessing on-line at 
9.00pm. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

ADVANCE INFORMATION RE CHRISTMAS 

We have heard this week that restrictions on 
attending Acts of Worship have been lifted, so 
we will be able to return to Mass at our two 
churches from Saturday 5th December. 

This also means that our Christmas Masses 
can go ahead as planned.  However, we will 
still be subject to restricted numbers so we will 
need to gauge demand and, most probably, 
have to have a booking system so that we do 
not have to turn anyone away. 

The  Masses planned for Christmas are as 
they have been for the last few years: 

Thursday 24th December: 6.00pm at Our 
Lady’s and 8.00pm at Holy Family 

Friday 25th December, Christmas Day, 
9.30am at Our Lady’s. 

A Booking Form has been attached to this 
Newsletter.  Please complete it and bring it to 
the Masses next weekend or forward to Kevin 
Riley. 

The Booking Form explains the booking 
process. 

ADVENT AT HOME 

This year we must face the prospect of 
experiencing Advent in a different way as 
Coronavirus restrictions continue to impact 
our daily lives. 

Bishop John has encouraged us and those in 
our households to find time to pray together 
and to create a space where we can build 
Church at home.  He hopes that these 

mailto:ceciliakitts@hotmail.com


Every good wish and blessing. 

resources will help to sustain your prayer life 
this Advent. 

Resources and information are available from 
the Diocesan website  
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/
covid19/advent-at-home/ 

SVP THANKS 

Many thanks to those who have already left 
donations following the article and request in 
the Newsletter for the past two weeks.  £180 
was generously donated which covers two of 
the Twinnage payments we had been unable 
to cover because of Covid-19. 

ADVENT REFLECTION 

Week 1 : A Reflection from Fr. Mark 
Harold, Parish Priest at St Mary’s, 
Brownedge 

The first candle on the Advent Wreath 
represents Hope; it is sometimes called “the 
Prophet’s Candle”. The prophet we hear from 
repeatedly in Advent is Isaiah. We will hear 
the climax of his Advent voice at Midnight 
Mass: “The people that walked in the 
darkness have seen a great light”. The hope 
which Isaiah speaks of is not a vain spark of 
optimism but a profound truth of destiny: God 
will fulfil His covenant. Spiritual hope is much 
deeper than the secular understanding of 
hope. In the secular sense, hope is related to 
my desire or aspiration, whereas spiritual 
hope is my response to the covenant which 
God has promised.  

The battle of light versus the darkness is a 
very real one in our human existence. It is 
right that we recognise the darkness of pain 
and suffering which can seem to pervade our 
lives; it has done just that in these days of 
pandemic in so many ways: death, illness, 
suffering, isolation, unemployment, debt, 
anxiety, depression. The first stage of hope is 
to recognise the darkness; to sympathise and 
to empathise with those it affects the most, 
and then to challenge it. Sister Helen Prejean 
is well known for her ministry to those who are 
sentenced to death by execution. She uses 
this quote to speak of her ministry: “I light a 
candle at midnight to say to the darkness, I 
beg to differ”. This Advent, can we join in with 
the cry of Isaiah, as Sr Helen does, and say to 
the darkness, “I beg to differ”? Recognise it 
for what it is and face it up from the deep 
wellspring within: the profound truth of hope.  

History often shows us insights into how 
people have encountered the darkness with 
hope; one such episode was the “velvet 
revolution” in the former Czechoslovakia 
which spanned the Season of Advent in 1989. 
Vaclav Havel, who emerged as the new 
President, lit the Prophet’s Candle once more: 
“Hope is an orientation of the spirit, an 
orientation of the heart. It transcends the 
world that is immediately experienced and is 
anchored somewhere beyond its horizon … 
hope is definitely not the same thing as 
optimism … hope tells us that something 
makes sense regardless of how it turns out. 
Hope, above all gives the strength to live”. 
Where is the anchor of our hope? We find it 
when we respond to God’s covenant by 
engaging in a hope-filled encounter with Him; 
by lighting the Prophet’s Candle and living in 
the light which it shines in our darkness.  

THE ADVENT WREATH 

The Advent wreath dates back to ancient 
celebrations of the winter solstice, that time of 
year when the sun reaches its southern-most 
point in the heavens and the days are the 
darkest and most gloomy.  Because they 
longed for the return of the sun’s light and life, 
the ancients stopped all usual activity, 
sacrificed the use of their wagon wheels and 
hung them up, festooned with lights and 
greenery in their celebration halls.  There they 
awaited the return of their sun-god, thinking of 
the warmth and life he brought.  Celebrations 
culminated in the “nativity” of the sun - the 
turning point of the year. 

As Christians, we use the same meaningful 
custom to anticipate the feast of light and life: 
the nativity of the Saviour.  We add one light 
on the wreath for each Sunday in Advent.  We 
think of the darkness after Adam’s sin and 
watch the growing hope and light as the 
prophets and the Virgin help us prepare for 
this saving birth. 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/covid19/advent-at-home/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/covid19/advent-at-home/


CHRISTMAS 2020 BOOKING FORM FOR MASS 
 

While Government restrictions have been lifted for Christmas, we recognise that numbers at 

the Christmas Masses will be restricted for Covid safety reasons. 

 

We can expect a higher than usual attendance at Christmas Masses and though we do not 

want to require people to book their places, we will need to do so and allocate seating to 

maximise capacity if we are to avoid having to turn people away.  Only those people with a 

booking will be able to attend and only one Mass booking will be allocated to allow other 

people to attend. 

 
The planned Christmas Masses are 
 
Thursday 24

th
 Dec. Christmas Eve  6.00pm Our Lady’s 

              8.00pm Holy Family 

Friday 25
th
 Dec.   Christmas Day 9.30am Our Lady’s 

 

Please complete and return this form.  It will be collected at the Masses on Saturday 5
th
 and 

Sunday 6
th
 December or you can return the completed form via email to 

kevin.kmriley@outlook.com Spare copies will be available at church. 

 

Name ____________________________________ 
 
Please tick a box to indicate the Mass you wish to attend 

 
 

Number of people to be booked _____   

Number of bubbles and number per bubble ________________________________ 

e.g. 7 people, 2 bubbles 4 and 3 

 

Second choice if my first is fully booked. 

 
 

I would like to be considered for a Christmas Eve Mass on Wednesday 23
rd

 at Our Lady’s if my 

first and second choices are not available, provided one can be arranged. 

You will be contacted to confirm your booking, so please leave your contact details below. 

 

Email address ______________________________________ Tel no. _______________ 

6.00pm Our Lady’s   8.00pm Holy Family   9.30 am Our Lady’s   

6.00pm Our Lady’s   8.00pm Holy Family   9.30 am Our Lady’s   


