
THOUGHTS 

First Reading:  Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
When this was written, both the Jewish 
homelands - Judah and Israel - were 
menaced by the great powers of the day, 
but Isaiah looks forward to a time when 
the misery of the conquered lands will be 
lifted from them.  He uses warlike imagery 
to picture their triumphant joy on that day, 
dividing the spoils of war.  The yoke and 
rod - symbols of Assyrian power - will be 
broken, just as the power of the tribes of 
Midian was broken in battle when the 
Israelites were travelling to the Promised 
Land.  Today’s reading stops short at that 
point, but the chapter continues to foretell 
the birth of a king who will restore the 
fortunes of all the land. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 
17 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians throws light 
on the contentious nature of the first 
generation of Christians.  Far from being 
all sweetness and light, there was obvious 
and serious disunity in the church Paul 
left behind in Corinth.  Various factions 

were following different leaders who were 
at odds with each other as to how to 
interpret the essential message of Christ.  
This wasn’t the teaching Paul had given 
them.  He abruptly reminds them in whose 
name they were baptised, as if to say, 
he’s the one you should be following.  

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
We can see why the 
First Reading at 
today’s Mass was 
chosen.  Matthew 
deliberately links 
Isaiah’s prophecy of a 
future king with Jesus’ 
settling in Capernaum, 
on the shores of the 
Sea of Galilee.  Jesus’ 
message is urgent: the 
Kingdom of God is not some heavenly 
future life, it is the here and now (which is 
exactly what we pray in the Our Father).  
The response of the fishermen matches 
this sense of urgency.  Did those first 
disciples already know something about 
him?  At any rate, they responded with 
alacrity to his call. 
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Today’s Gospel 

MANY THANKS   
               Last week’s collection  £1,077.87 
 + Standing Orders for November £281.00 
     & December £357.00 

Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my light and my help. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the Kingdom, and 

cured all kinds of diseases and sickness among the 
people. 

 Alleluia! 



JANUARY 27th 

Holocaust Memorial Day. 

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Our very best wishes to Elsie and Bernard 
Hartley of Blackrod.  They were married in St. 
Joseph’s, Sale in 1960.  “Ad multos annos” 

S.V.P. WINTER SOCIAL 

Last Sunday’s Social was another thoroughly 
enjoyable occasion.  Many thanks to the SVP 
members and their helpers for making it such 
a lovely afternoon. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

Presentation of the Candidates at Masses in 
both Churches next weekend, the Celebration 
of the Presentation of the Lord - Candlemas 
Day -  February 2nd.  Prayers and Readings 
of the Feast Day (and not the Fourth Sunday 
of the year - Readers Please note!) 

BAPTISM 

Next weekend we welcome Luca John 
Pimblett into God’s family in Our Lady’s 
Church.  His parents, Mark and Alicia 
(Mulligan) were married here 25th August 
2018.  We wish them well! 

CAFOD MEETING 

For all those interested in deepening the 
commitment and involvement of our parishes 
to support CAFOD in preparation for 
CAFOD’s Lenten Fast Day, Friday 6th March.  
Our Lady’s Meeting Room, Tuesday 28th 
January, 7.00pm. 

PARISH AMALGAMATION 2020 

Open meeting in Holy Family Parish Centre to 
discuss the merger, as outlined in Bishop 
John’s letter of January 4/5th and the recent 
newsletter inserts.  It is hoped Mgr.  John 
Daley V.G. will attend.  Wednesday 19th 
February, 7.30pm.  All are welcome. 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH CENTRE 

Meeting to discuss improvements needed to 
the Hall, Wednesday 4th March 7.00pm in the 
Parish Centre. (A survey of both properties, 
Our Lady’s and Holy Family, will have been 
made, on behalf of the Diocese, before this 
meeting). 

GOOD NEWS 

We will soon welcome the new Anglican priest 
who will reside in St. David’s Vicarage and 
share pastoral responsibility for the Aspull, 
Haigh, New Springs and Whelley Churches, 
with Rev. Frances Shoesmith (living in St 
Stephen’s Vicarage).  Rev. Stephen Beck and 
his wife Wendy and children Martha and Tom, 
will soon be with us from service in Doncaster,  
(Anglican Diocese of Sheffield).  We look 
forward to welcoming them and sharing 
worship and fellowship with him in the future. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
In the future will be celebrated by Bishop John 
with young people of the Diocese of High 
School age.  It is planned that we join with St 
Mary’s, Horwich and Sacred Heart, 
Westhoughton in preparing the candidates.  
Have you an interest in young people and be 
willing to share yours and their “Journey of 
Faith”?  We are looking for volunteers to 
become Catechists for the Sacrament.  
Training will be provided. Watch this space! 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
For those winter evenings 

Austen Ivereigh’s second work devoted to 
Pope Francis - “Wounded Shepherd” - Pope 
Francis and his struggle to convert the 
Catholic Church.  (2019 - Hardback pp 340) 

May be borrowed from Fr Kevin 

Every good wish and blessing  

PARISH NOTICES 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
27

th
 January - St Angela Merici:  born in 

Brescia, Italy, around 1470, Angela entered 
the Third Order of St Francis and gathered 
girls around her to share the work of charity.  
She founded the Ursulines (who were devoted 
to education of poor girls) in Brescia in 1535 
and died in 1540. 

28
th

 January - St Thomas Aquinas: born in 
Aquino, Italy, around 1225; entered the 
Dominican Order, and studied under St Albert 

the Great in Cologne; outstanding writer and 
teacher of Philosophy; he died, aged forty-
nine, in 1274.  

31
st

 January - St John Bosco:  born near 
Turin in 1815, John was ordained priest and 
laboured to improve the education of young 
people, founding in 1859 a religious 
congregation, called the Salesians, for this 
purpose.  We remember the Salesian 
community at Thornleigh College, Bolton. 


