
Parish Priest Fr Kevin Foulkes 
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road  
 Aspull  
 Wigan  WN2 1YA  
Telephone 01942 516732  
   

www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk 
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk 
 
Masses : 
Saturday Vigil  6.00pm - Our Lady’s 
Sunday  9.30am - Our Lady’s 

Parish Newsletter 
THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, HAIGH, ASPULL & BLACKROD 

WITH THE PARISH OF HOLY FAMILY, NEW SPRINGS  
S.R.C.D.T. REG. CHARITY No. 250037 

August 9
th 

2020  Nineteenth Sunday of the Year (A)  

Response to the Psalm: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving 
help. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the 

Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens! 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Returning to Masses celebrated in our Parishes  

We are taking the first tentative steps to reopening for Mass.  We are planning to have Masses 
at Our Lady’s on Saturday evening and Sunday morning.  Holy Family will reopen when it is 
possible to do so. 

Parishioners are reminded that there is still no obligation to attend Sunday Mass. 

Steps are in place to re-open our churches following guidelines from the Salford Diocese.  We 
are not yet ready to do so at Our Lady’s or Holy Family.  The Diocese has compiled this list of 
resources to help parishioners in our Diocese through these uncertain times while the 
churches remain closed.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are still streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

From experience, and the Scriptures, we 
know that encounters with the Living God are 
rarely dramatic.  Even the conversion of St 
Paul on the way to Damascus had been long 
in its preparation, through Paul’s experience 
of the courage of those early Christians whom 
he was persecuting.  It took him several years 
to gain the courage and trust of the other 
apostles for him to become an Apostle to the 
Gentiles and what a tremendous and dramatic 
career that was! 

In the Acts of the Apostles, and in his own 
letters, we read of his experiences.  In Paul’s 
second letter to the Christian community in 
Corinth he reminds them of many aspects of 
his life as a disciple of Jesus: his frequent 
imprisonments; five times he received the 
thirty lashes punishment from his fellow Jews; 
three times the Romans scourged him; once 
he was stoned and left on the ground for 
dead; he was ship wrecked three times, once 
spending twenty-four hours in the water; not 
to mention his hunger, thirst, poverty, betrayal 
by false friends and once being lowered by a 
pulley in a basket to escape over the city walls 
of Damascus to escape from a mob 
determined to kill him. 

What an ambassador for Christ!   

We too experience the Lord in everyday 
human encounters if only we have the open 
eyes and ears of faith to see, hear and listen.  
So this Sunday we read, or hear, in our first 
reading something of the life of the prophet 
Elijah.  He was on the run from the wrath of 
King Ahab and his ghastly wife, Jezebel.  He 
took refuge in the desert and thought that 
death would be the best option.  He was 
despairing of his life and the future.  But 
fortified by bread and water he made his way 
through the wilderness for forty days and forty 
nights until he reached the holy mountain, 
Horeb.  There in a cave God revealed himself 
to him, not in wind, earthquake or fire but in a 
gentle breeze and, in doing so, Elijah finds the 
courage to return to his mission.  Here we 
have a wonderful example of the gentle 
nature, and the subtle nature, of God’s 
revelation, often missed by those only looking 
for signs and wonders.   

And then in Matthew’s Gospel for today we 
hear of the experience of the Apostles when 
they doubted Jesus.  We know that the Jews 

were not an ocean-going people.  In one of 
the accounts of the creation story in the Book 
of Genesis, water is seen to be both creative 
and destructive and an ever present reminder, 
even on the land-locked northern Sea of 
Galilee, that storms could wreck ships and 
drown sailors.  And so the apostles are 
frightened during a dramatic storm: fearful, 
they hear, not for the last time, the words of 
Jesus saying, “Courage!  It is I!  Do not be 
afraid!” and St Peter wades into the water 
himself to be rescued by Jesus.  We also face 
storms and challenges in our lives, especially 
in these unprecedented times.  As people of 
faith we also turn to Jesus. 

This weekend two lovely hymns come to 
mind.  The first was a favourite of Fr. Kevin’s 
late dad, Harry, a member of the Boys 
Brigade as a Youth.  “Will your anchor hold 
through the storms of life?”  For we believe 
that Jesus is our anchor.  He is sure and 
steadfast.  It was sung at Fr. Kevin’s parents 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass in 1995 
and, back in February this year, at the Funeral  
Eucharist in St. Peter’s, Hindley for the late 
Reverend George Taylor, retired Anglican 
priest of St David’s, Haigh, when Fr. Kevin 
had the privilege of giving the address. 

Secondly, “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
when we sing for the Lord to speak through 
“the earthquake, wind and fire of our lives with 
his still small voice of calm.”  Perhaps one of 
the prayers this weekend is that we will listen 
and hear that call today. 

Fr. Kevin   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All who are sick at this time and especially 
Bob Westmorland, Tony Webber, Bob Connor 
and John Leather. 

Also for George Marsden who is due to have 
major heart surgery in Stoke this week. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received and celebrated this week: 
• John O’Grady, lately dead 

• Eileen Sumner, lately dead 

• A family’s private intention 

• John Leather 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

To the O’Grady family on the death of John 
O’Grady senior. 

PARISH NOTICES 



Every good wish and blessing. 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD WISHES 

To Jim and Marion Cheers who celebrated 
their 58th Wedding Anniversary this week. 

THANKS AGAIN 

To those who have been gardening at Our 
Lady’s this week, Judith, John, David and 
Phil.  The more the merrier.  

Also those who have contributed their 
collections this week. 

RESUMPTION OF MASS AT OUR LADY’S 

We are planning to restart masses at Our 
Lady’s, all being well and subject to no further 
changes in Government advice, guidance and 
legislation, next weekend 15th/16th August - 
The Feast of The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.   

Saturday 15th August 6.00pm, Our Lady’s 

Sunday 16th August 9.30am, Our Lady’s 

However, we do need to remind you that there 
is no obligation to attend Mass, but if you wish 
to attend then there will be a number of things 
we must all follow. 

There will be designated stewards to advise 
and guide you and there will be a ONE WAY 
system through church. 

Anyone who has any symptoms of Covid-19 
must not attend church. 

Everyone MUST wear a face covering unless 
they are exempt.  Information on exemptions 
can be found in this link https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/face-coverings-when
-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face
-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-
make-your-own  

You are advised to wear a warm coat if the 
weather is cold as the church doors will be 
open throughout Mass. 

You will need to use the sanitising gel at the 
entrance to church. 

Everyone attending must take a seat.  No one 
may stand at the back except for the 
designated stewards. You may also be 
directed where you should sit. 

There will be a maximum number of people 
who can attend at any one time.  For Our 
Lady’s this will be between 42 and 84 
depending on whether people come on their 
own, as a couple or as a family.   

Once that limit is reached a sign will be 
displayed outside the entrance and 
unfortunately no one else will be allowed to 
enter. 

There will be no singing. 

Communion will be distributed as the final part 
of the mass and those receiving communion 
will leave immediately after receiving the 
Eucharist, following the one-way system.  We 
are all asked not to congregate outside church 
after Mass but to move away as soon as 
possible. 

Unfortunately, the toilet will not be available.  

We will continue to update the parish via the 
Newsletter, WhatsApp group and Facebook. 

We are still not in a position to resume 
Masses at Holy Family yet.  We still need a 
few more volunteer stewards to do this. 

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR PEOPLE 

ATTENDING MASS 

The Catholic Bishop’s Conference of England 
and Wales issued the following addition to 
guidance previously published. 

Face Coverings  

Face coverings will be mandatory in Places of 
Worship from Saturday 8th August 2020. All 
those who are attending churches must wear 
a face covering unless they are exempt from 
doing so. This is for the good of all who gather 
in the Church for Mass as it is an enclosed 
public space where there are people from 
differing households who they do not normally 
meet. Priests in the sanctuary, providing they 
are sufficiently distant (2m or more) from the 
congregation, do not need to wear a face 
covering except when distributing Holy 
Communion. Other ministers in the sanctuary 
should wear face coverings and remain 
socially distant from the celebrant.  

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend Mass, 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS NEEDED 

It is still not too late to volunteer as a Steward 
for Masses at Our Lady’s or Holy Family. To 
volunteer contact Cecilia Kitts or Kevin Riley, 
via telephone, WhatsApp or email. 

https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=b2809b1467&e=366d11c190
https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=b2809b1467&e=366d11c190
https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=b2809b1467&e=366d11c190
https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=b2809b1467&e=366d11c190
https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=b2809b1467&e=366d11c190


Catholic Links to the names of places 

Amen Corner 
Those of us of a certain age will remember a 
group of that name in the late 1960s, whose 
big hit was (If Paradise Is) Half As Nice.  
Golfers know it as the 11

th
, 12

th
 and 13

th
 holes 

on the Augusta National Course; feared by 
the professionals playing the Masters and 
loved by the fans watching.  But the original 
name goes back to the Corpus Christi 
Procession along Paternoster Row in London.  
The priests and acolytes would say the Our 
Father (Pater Noster) as they processed and 
would finish it with the Amen as they reached 
this corner. 

Paternoster Row 
A London street where wood turners would 
make paternosters, a precursor of the rosary, 
so called because it had ten “Our Father” 
beads and one for “Glory Be” 

Bedlam or Bethlehem Hospital 
Our younger readers will know of the 2004 
Album “Back To Bedlam” by James Blunt but 
Bedlam was the shortened name for 
Bethlehem Hospital in Bishopsgate, which 
was founded in 1247 as a hospital for those 
with mental illnesses.  It was run by a 
religious order whose main house was near 
Bethlehem.  The hospital has moved a couple 

of times since it was established and finally 
settled in Beckenham, Kent. 

Covent Garden 
Originally, the present parish of St Paul’s 
Covent Garden was the garden of 
Westminster Abbey and known as Convent 
Garden which changed to Covent Garden in 
Elizabethan times. 

Marylebone 
This district of London was formerly known as 
Tyburn because of its proximity to the river 
Tyburn.  It was infamous for public 
executions.  It was later renamed Maryborne, 
after a church dedicated to Our Lady, but this 
morphed into Marylebone. 

Blackfriars, Whitefriars and Greyfriars 
All parts of London whose names are 

associated with religious communities who 

had Priories or Convents in those areas.  The 

Black Friars are the Dominicans Friars, so 

called because they wear the black cappa or 

cloak over their white habits.  The White 

Friars were the Carmelite Friars and wore a 

white habit.  The Greyfriars were Franciscan 

Friars, so-called because originally their 

habits were made of undyed wool. 

Something to do to fill in your time.  

Here are four more Rebus puzzles (also known as Frame Games or Word Puzzles).  Each 
one represents a word or phrase associated with religion.  What is that word or phrase? 
Answers next week. 

Many are called but few are 
chosen 

High Priest 

Tower of Babel Daniel among the lions 

Faith in God The Last Supper 

The answers to last week’s puzzle 


