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Response to the Psalm: The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans; 
 Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world. 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

The Second Sunday of the Christmas Season 

For Catholics in England and Wales this is the 
first time in about twenty years that we have 
celebrated the Second Sunday of the 
Christmas Season with its special readings 
and prayers. Formerly the Feast of the 
Epiphany has been transferred to this 
weekend from its designated Feast Day on 
January 6th.   

It is a wonderful exercise in nourishing our 
faith beyond the midwinter festivities around 
the Sacred Feast of Christmas by opening our 
minds and hearts to the many facets of the 
season.  All too much to take on board on just 
one day of the year, and this year the season 
will finish on 10th January, the Feast of Our 
Lord’s Baptism.   

In the Octave, the first week of the Christmas 
season, we explore aspects of this wonderful 
feast.   

The first one, the nature and cost of 
discipleship by honouring the first martyr of 
the Church, St Stephen, deacon and servant 
of the early Christian community in Jerusalem.  
He was stoned to death. 

The second thing we celebrate is the sacred 
vocation to family life on the Feast Day of the 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Thirdly, the cruel reality of the abuse of power 
in the world when we celebrated the Feast of 
Holy Innocents of Bethlehem, murdered by 
the so-called King Herod the Great.  

On the 29th we commemorated the 850th 
anniversary of the death of St Thomas 
Beckett in his cathedral at Canterbury.  The 
brutal murdering of the Archbishop sent shock 
waves all over Europe.  Indeed the first chapel 
dedicated to memory was built in Hungary 
and the first illustration, in church in mosaic, of 
the quickly canonised new saint was made for 
a cathedral in Sicily.  

On January 1st we then celebrate Mary’s 
unique role in the history and story of our 
salvation, with her oldest title, Mother of God, 
given to her at the Council of Ephesus, to 
protect Christian understanding of the true 
nature of hope achieved by her divine son 
Jesus, made at a time of doubt and 
misunderstanding within the Christian Church. 

So this weekend we hear the majestic 
declaration of the prologue of St John’s 
Gospel, that is truly wonderful and amazing 
“The Word was made flesh and lived among 
us …”   

Yes, we believe it is true and how wonderful it 
is especially being reminded of it when so 
many people have experienced isolation this 
year.  Now we are reminded that God is truly 
with us. 

Today’s readings have been described as 
three great hymns in our tradition.  In the First 
Reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus we 
have a hymn that extols the wisdom of God.  
In the second Reading from the letter to the 
Ephesians we hear an early Christian hymn 
that praises the heavenly Father for sending 
us His Son.  The Gospel is another hymn 
praising the God who has come among us. 

On Wednesday next we celebrate God’s 
manifestation, his Epiphany, the way in which 
he has revealed himself, not the way of the 
world with power, might, armies, celebrity, 
vain projects and the rest but in a child, in a 
house with his mother Mary as described in 
Matthew’s Gospel.  He is honoured by Wise 
Men from the East with symbolic gifts that 
describe the role he will play in all our lives 
and wise people still seek him out today.  He 
is one who will suffer and die.  Such is his 
kingship; it is not a kingdom of this world.  The 
kingdom of Jesus, his kingdom of love, was 
founded with generosity not to be found in this 
world. 

The celebration of the Epiphany or Three 
Kings has always exercised the imagination of 
artists and dramatists to celebrate the feast.  
Indeed, in many countries they have 
processions and others only exchange 
presents on this day.  In our Nativity plays the 
Three Kings always have the most elaborate 
and exotic costumes, to match their symbolic 
gifts.  

The Gospel of Matthew does not specify the 
actual number of the Wise Men, Kings or 
Soothsayers, only three gifts are actually 
mentioned.  Some people have suggested 
that they have represented the then three 
known continents of Europe, Africa and Asia. 
By fulfilling ancient prophesies, the message 
of this feast day of the season proclaims a 
universal message of inclusion and hope in 

PARISH NOTICES 



Every good wish and blessing. 

the Kingdom of Heaven, even now to which 
no one is excluded. 

Next weekend we celebrate the end of the 
Christmas Season, the Feast of Our Lord’s 
Baptism. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons, Marie Cott and Elizabeth (Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received: 
• Christine Nelson 
• Joseph and Cath Anderton 
• Maureen Fox 
• Robert and Winnie Moffitt 
• Kathleen Morefield 
• Antonia and Tommy Mason 
• Thomas Duffy 
• The Naughton family of Bath 
• Joseph and Agnes Unsworth 
• Alice Duffy 
• Jo Raffo 
• Alan Southworth senior 
• A sick person 
• Ged Cunliffe 
• Marie Cott 
• Bill, Annie & Stephen Roberts 

LATELY DEAD 

Gillian Simpson R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Alice Duffy, Mark Tennant, Betty Brookes, Bill  
Burgoyne, Bernard Nelson, Ken Hibbert, 
Gloria Green, Mary Berry, Margaret Moore, 
James Curran, Eric Pilkington, Joseph and 
Agnes Unsworth, Ray Newbold, and Bill, 
Annie and Stephen Roberts and priests of the 
Diocese Ian Hulse, Brendan Quilter, Michael 
Child, Francis Handley and Francis 
Fitzpatrick. 

WEDNESDAY 6th JANUARY 

Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. 

Masses   10.00am  Our Lady’s 
                 7.00pm  Holy Family 

MANY THANKS 

To all who worked so very hard in preparing 
both our churches for Christmas.  I am sure 
that those who have been able to attend 
Mass, and those who have watched on 
Facebook, will have been pleased at how 
beautiful they are. 

Thanks also to those of you who did 
remember my December birthday and 
Christmas with so many donations to CAFOD 
World Gifts and the SVP.  All appreciated. 

Thanks to our stewards who have worked so 
hard and those who have organised the 
stewarding and the booking system for 
Christmas Masses. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

Since the first lockdown Fr Kevin and our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion have 
been unable to take Holy Communion to the 
sick, the housebound and into our local Care 
Homes.  If you would like to take Communion 
to a sick or housebound member of your 
family, in your bubble, then please see Fr 
Kevin to make arrangements. 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

The 9.30am Sunday Mass is on-line. It can be 
accessed via the Parish Facebook page or by 
using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that and on the 
Parish Website. 

The Mass will be available from about 1.00pm 
each Sunday. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

To find the times of live stream Masses at St 
Vincent’s this week, go to their website http://
stvincentsbolton.org/ 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group, contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/

