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November 21st/22nd 2020  Last Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David! 
 Alleluia! 

COVID-19: CHURCH GUIDANCE 

From the Bishops’ Conference for England and Wales. 

The government has announced a four-week national lockdown for England from Thursday, 5 
November. As it stands, churches will only be permitted to allow people to enter for private 
individual prayer and funerals. This will last for a period of four weeks until Wednesday, 2 
December. 

You can read a statement issued by the President and Vice-President of the Bishops’ 
Conference in response to the lockdown by clicking on this link. 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  
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http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

Thoughts for the Feast of Christ the King.  

“If I ruled the world” 

I am sure all of us want a better world: one of 
justice and peace; with an end to poverty, 
hunger, disease and unemployment; and 
security for people so that they do not need to 
become economic migrants or refugees. A 
world where no-one is unjustly deprived of 
their liberty, and where we all have concern 
for the environment amid the issue of global 
warming.  We believe in good hospitals, 
housing, education, employment and care for 
the most vulnerable - the list goes on… 

We can do what we are able in our own 
society and state of life for the better; by even 
the most simple changes in our lives and 
priorities and by being more considerate and 
kindly to our fellow citizens in this country.  
Whether we are religious or not, we all want a 
better world.   

As Christians the model for a better world is 
manifested in the Life, Ministry, Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus, called “the Man for 
others” and “the Servant King”.   

Many in political republics around the world 
have difficulty in grasping the concept of 
Christ The King, a relatively new celebration 
in the Church’s Calendar.   

Even in this country we executed Charles I 
during the Civil War and politically removed 
kings that did not fit the bill, such as the 

Catholic James II and the whole Stuart line, 
replacing him with his daughter and her 
Protestant husband, William of Orange and 
then the whole list of Hanoverian kings.  It has 
left us with a Constitutional Monarchy, where 
our Queen reigns and not rules, representing 
a loyalty beyond the changes at Westminster; 
a Royal family as flawed and dysfunctional as 
any of our families, but under microscopic 
scrutiny by the press. 

Christ’s Kingdom is “among us” when minds 
and hearts are transformed by a real and 
dynamic relationship to God, witnessing to the 
values of the kingdom of heaven in our every 
day life.  Christ’s Kingdom is very beautifully 
described in the Preface of the Mass to Christ 
the King this weekend, this last Sunday of our 
Church’s Year.  It says it is “an eternal and 
universal kingdom, a kingdom of truth and life,  
a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom 
of justice, love and peace.”  And so on this 
great feast day for us all we pray, as in the 
Lord’s Prayer - Thy Kingdom come, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  

Fr. Kevin   

NEW CHURCH YEAR 

The new Church Year begins next weekend 
the First Sunday of Advent Year B 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston 
and Maureen Duckworth.  

PARISH NOTICES 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK 

Nov 23
rd

 – St Clement I: Clement was the 
third Pope after St Peter, at about the end of 
the third century.  He wrote a letter to the 
Christians of Corinth to preserve peace 
among them. 

Nov 23
rd

 – St Columban: Born in Ireland in 
the middle of the sixth century.  He embraced 
the monastic life and went to France where he 
founded a number of monasteries that he 
ruled with strict discipline.  He was sentenced 
to exile, and went to Italy.  Renowned for his 
example of the Christian and religious life, he 
died in 615. 

 Nov 24
th

 – St Andrew Dùng-Lac & 
Companions: the 117 Vietnamese martyrs.  
Between 1820 and 1862 these 117 martyrs 

were killed in a brutal persecution.  Andrew 
was a parish priest; the group includes eight 
bishops, fifty priests and fifty-nine laymen and 
women. 

Nov 25
th

 – St Catherine of Alexandria: 
Martyr and defender of the faith.  Tradition 
tells us that she was a noble lady, learned in 
science and oratory, who came to Christianity 
after receiving a vision.  When she was 18 
years old she offered to debate with the 
pagan philosophers, who were convinced by 
her arguments; the Emperor ordered her 
execution, and she was beheaded.   

We send our very best wishes to Angela Winn 
and the people of St Katharine’s Blackrod who 
will be celebrating their patronal feast this 
Sunday. 



Every good wish and blessing. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received this week: 
• The November Dead List 
• Birthday remembrance of Eileen and Colm 

Boyce 
• Bob Westmorland 
• Sheila Devlin 
• The Barker and Owen families 
• Agatha Brown 
• Mary Cunliffe 

LATELY DEAD 

Bob Westmorland, Lisa Cozens (nee 
Fairhurst ), Gerald Horan and Sylvester 
Misiec. R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES  

Alice Bowden, Wilf Johnson, Margaret Lowe, 
Bill Burgoyne, Eddie Ingham, Mary Cunliffe, 
Bill Atherton, Mary Birchall, Peter Loughran 
and Arthur Hodkin and priests of the Diocese 
J. J. McTiernan, Louis Murphy, John 
O’Connor and Liam Houlihan. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY  

To Fr. Thomas Wilberforce, the Ghanaian 
mission priest of the Spiritans (Holy Ghost 
Fathers), who supplied here a few years ago 
when Fr Kevin was away.  His father, George, 
has died after a long illness. 

To the family of the late Sylvester Misiec of 
Farnworth.  Fr Kevin will celebrate his funeral 
service at Charnock Richard Crematorium, 
Wednesday 25th November at 4.30pm. 

R.I.P. 

WALK WITH ME 

Booklets with prayers, readings and thoughts 
for each day of Advent, individually wrapped, 
are available from Our Lady’s Presbytery. 

OUR LADY’S CHURCH COLLECTION 

ENVELOPES 

Will still be available for collection from Our 
Lady’s Presbytery.   

PARISH NEWSLETTER 

If you know anyone who would like a copy 
emailing to them then let Fr Kevin or Kevin 
Riley have their email address. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

During this period when we are unable to 
attend Mass in our parishes, this weekend’s 
live stream masses at St Vincent’s are:  
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Weekday live stream masses - Tuesday to 
Friday - 9.00am  
There is also an evening blessing on-line at 
9.00pm. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

ADVANCE INFORMATION RE CHRISTMAS 

We all hope that the current restrictions will be 
lifted to allow us to celebrate Christmas in our 
churches. 
We will still be subject to restricted numbers 
so we will need to gauge demand and, most 
probably, have to have a booking system so 
that we do not have to turn anyone away. 
The planned masses for Christmas are as 
they have been for the last few years: 
Thursday 24th December: 6.00pm at Our 
Lady’s and 8.00pm at Holy Family 
Friday 25th December, Christmas Day, 
9.30am at Our Lady’s. 
More details next weekend. 

SVP MESSAGE 

Our Lady’s SVP Conference, like many other 
Conferences, is twinned with two SVP 
Conferences in parishes in more challenging 
areas of the world for Catholics.  One is St 
Mary’s in Kerala, India, our other is St 
Augustine’s in Sudan. 
 
As part of our twinning commitment we send 
£75 each quarter for this important work from 
your generous donations here at Our Lady’s.  
Unfortunately, we have not been able to do 
this since lockdown as our two main means of 
generating income have not been possible: 
the sale of hanging baskets and of 
poinsettias.  If anyone would like to donate to 
support the Twinnage programme, then 
contact Margaret Riley or leave a cheque, in 
an envelope, with Fr Kevin made out to Our 
Lady’s SVP. 
 
National SVP has uploaded five short videos 
to YouTube about the work of Twinnage in 
India.  These can be viewed by clicking on the 
following link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLIfIuYMc21hi4CsScjddxFrcv7LKldq86 
 
SVP THANKS 

Many thanks to those who have already left 
donations following the message above from 
the SVP last week. 
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