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THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, HAIGH, ASPULL & BLACKROD 

WITH THE PARISH OF HOLY FAMILY, NEW SPRINGS  
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July 24th/25th 2021        Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year B 

Week 17 of the Church’s Calendar 

Response to the Psalm: You open wide your hand, O Lord, and grant our desires. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! 

 A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited 
his people. 

 Alleluia. 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Wednesday - Our Lady’s at 9.15am 

Thursday - Holy Family at 9.15am 

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

SAINTS COMMEMORATED THIS WEEK 

26th July – SS Joachim & Anne: names 
traditionally given to the parents of Our 
Blessed Lady.  They are depicted in the 
stained-glass window on the right side of Our 
Lady’s Church.  This is one of three windows 
(The lovely “Wheel” window above the altar 
and one of Our Lady of Lourdes, on the left 
of the Church) installed in the Church after 
the closure of a church in Manchester in the 
1990s. 

29th July – St Martha: the sister of Mary and 
Lazarus.  She received the Lord into her 
house and provided for his needs with great 
care.  At her request, the Lord raised her 
brother from the dead. 

30th July – St Peter Chrysologus: Bishop of 
Ravenna in the fifth century. Used short 
homilies as a way of instructing the faithful as 
well as writing learned theological and 
dogmatic texts. He died in 450. 

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/


PARISH NOTICES 

THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND   

This weekend we begin five extracts from the 
sixth chapter of the Gospel of St John. “I am 
the bread of life”. 

Many are surprised that, unlike Matthew, 
Mark and Luke’s Gospels, there is no 
description in the Gospel of St John of the 
events of the Last Supper commemorated 
today in the celebration of the Eucharist, the 
Mass, in obedience to the words of Jesus 
“Do this in memory of me”. 

Indeed, the first written description of what 
has become, for Catholics, “The source and 
summit of our lives as Catholic 
Christians” (Vatican II 1962-65), is not in any 
of the Gospels, but in the First Letter of St 
Paul to the Corinthians, who described there 
what had become the well established 
pattern of worship for those early Christians, 
and we ought to remember Paul himself was 
not present at the Last supper.   

This five week long journey into the Sixth 
Chapter of St John’s Gospel is a wonderful 
invitation and opportunity for all of us to 
explore our own knowledge, understanding 
and appreciation of what we do at Mass:  this 
‘miracle with moral significance’, that is, our 
belief in the real presence of Jesus Christ in 
the bread that becomes his risen body and 
the wine that becomes his precious blood 
and also abides in the Tabernacle and is 
adored in the Blessed Sacrament of His love. 

This chapter is worth reading and re-reading 
privately, quietly and prayerfully over the next 
Sundays, not as a chore or homework but to 
prepare the ground for each of the five 
Sunday’s readings to gain deeper 
understanding, awareness and appreciation.  
It is recommended to read the Jerusalem 
Bible version, that is the one that at present 
is used for Mass in our Catholic churches. 

Each week we will have a quotation from the  
teachings of St John Paul II on the Blessed 
Eucharist which will be incorporated into the 
on-line Newsletter. 

From John Paul II, given at a general 
audience in Rome in 1979. 

“Dear brothers and sister there must always 
be consistency between what we believe and 
what we do.  We cannot live on the glories of 
our Christian history.  Our union with Christ 
in the Eucharist must be expressed in the 
truth of our lives today, in our actions, in our 
behaviour, in our life style and in our 
relationships with others.   

For each one of us, the Eucharist is a call to 
ever greater effort so that we may live as true 
followers of Jesus: truthful in our speech, 
generous in our deeds, concerned, respectful 
of the dignity and rights of all persons, 
whatever their ranks or income, self- 
sacrificing, fair and just, kind and 
considerate, compassionate and self-
controlled, looking to the well-being of our 
families, our young people, our country, 
Europe and the world. 

The truth of our union with Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist is tested by whether or not we 
really love our fellow men and women.  It is 
tested by how we treat others, especially our 
families, husbands, wives, children and 
parents, brothers and sisters.  It is tested by 
whether or not we try to be reconciled with 
our enemies and whether or not we forgive 
those who hurt or offend us. It is tested by 
whether we practise in life what our faith 
teaches.  We must always remember what 
Jesus said, “You are my friends if you do 
what I command you” (John chapter 14, 
verse 14).” 

Fr. Kevin  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also 
remember  Tony Webber, Gerard Dixon,  
Elizabeth (Betty) Bird, Alan Smith, Ken 
Aspinall and James Kelly (in Australia). 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 21st July: 
The Moore family (in thanksgiving), John 
Duffy (anniversary), Tom Flynn and James 
Boyle (lately dead in Ireland), deceased 
relatives of the Pike and Boyce families, 
Vincent Unsworth (anniversary), and baby 
Claire Christine Cowley (anniversary). 

31st July – St Ignatius of Loyola: Former 
Soldier.  Jesuit Founder.  Pope Francis is the 

first member of the Society of Jesus to be 
elected Pope. 



ANNIVERSARIES 

Mollie Lawless, Eddy Philips, Lee Mark 
Oakley, Dorothy Dickinson, Bob Brewder, 
Irene Mayley, Cliff Ashurst, Vincent 
Unsworth, baby Claire Christine Cowley and 
priests of the Diocese John Neville, Joseph 
Leigh (former Parish Priest of Holy Family, 
New Springs), Tim Gunn and Peter Dilworth. 

LATELY DEAD 

Sean McKiernon and Betty Stewart. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

To Christine Ramsdale and family of 
Blackrod on the death of her mother Betty 
Stewart in Leeds.  Over many years she 
often attended Mass in Our Lady’s when 
visiting her family.  May she rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 

WEDDING SERVICE 

Our congratulations and good wishes to Beth  
Ellen Whittingham, member of the teaching 
staff at Our Lady’s Primary School, and Luke 
James Parkinson who will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Marriage in Our Lady’s Church 
this coming Wednesday 28th July.  We offer 
them our congratulations, good wishes and 
blessings. 

RESTORATION OF WEEKDAY MASSES 

Wednesdays 9.15am Our Lady’s 

Thursdays 9.15am Holy Family. 

Starting this week beginning 28th July. 

UPDATE ON COVID 19 MEASURES FOR 

OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY 

The Bishops' Conference of England and 
Wales, and the Bishop of Salford have 
issued guidance on how to interpret the 
changes in Government regulations from 
19th July. Parishes must take into account a 
number of factors before changing how they 
open. The Bishops' Conference recommend 
that the wearing of masks and hand 
sanitisation remain in place for services in 
church. 

We will continue to monitor the situation in 
the area and the views of parishioners before 
relaxing any of our mitigating measures. 

There is still no obligation for people to 
attend Mass on Sundays. 

The safety of our parishioners is at the centre 
of our decisions.  Every good wish and blessing. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you 
above all things and I passionately desire to 
receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, come spiritually 
into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly 
to you now and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori) 

SALFORD CATHEDRAL’S CHORAL FAMILY 
Following a period of restructuring and re-
auditions, Salford Cathedral now offers a 
range of opportunities for people of all ages 
and abilities to sing: 

Children’s Choir – for children ages 7 – 12 
with rehearsals on Tuesdays & Wednesdays, 
4.15-5.30pm in Cathedral House (no 
auditions). 

Youth Choir – for young people ages 12 – 
18, with rehearsals on Tuesdays, 5.45-
6.45pm in Cathedral House (no auditions). 

Music Group – for singers and 
instrumentalists of all ages and abilities, with 
rehearsals at 8.40am for the 9.15am Mass 
on Sundays (no auditions). 

Voluntary Choir – for adults of all abilities 
who enjoy singing in a mixed-voice choir, 
with rehearsals at 4.30pm for the 5.30pm 
Mass on Sundays (informal audition). 

Cathedral Choir – for experienced choral 
singers with good sight-reading skills. 
Rehearsals on Thursdays 7.30-9pm and 
10am for the 11am Mass on Sundays (formal 
audition). 

Choral Scholarships – worth up to £1,200 
for students aged 18+ in full time education. 
Rehearsals as for the Cathedral Choir and 
also for 5pm Vespers on Thursdays (formal 
audition). 

For more information and to enquire about 
joining any of these groups, please get in 
touch with the Director of Music, Alex 
Patterson, alex.patterson@dioceseofsalford.
org.uk or 0161 817 2210. 
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