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CHRIST IS RISEN.  HE IS RISEN INDEED!   

Response to the Psalm: The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Jesus said: “If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him. 

 Alleluia. 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live 
streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/


THOUGHTS   

For the Sixth Sunday of Easter. 

For this Sunday - When plans go wrong 
First Reading - Acts of the Apostles, chapter 
10.   

‘The believers were astounded that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit should be poured out on 
gentiles.’   

Some things do not work out the way we 
plan, even when we pray over a matter and 
you decide on an action you truly believe fits 
the will of God, things can turn out differently 
from what we had in mind.  Sometimes God 
takes matters out of our hands.  Take Peter, 
for example: after the Resurrection of Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit came upon him and the other 
disciples.  Peter preached repentance to 
converts from Judaism.  They were baptised 
and then received the gifts of the Spirit; it 
formed a neat programme: preach to the 
Jews; baptise them; and watch for the gifts of 
the Spirit.  What could possibly go wrong? 
Answer - Cornelius.  Peter was not counting 
on Cornelius! 

One day when Peter was at prayer he 
realised that God was calling not just Jews, 
but Gentiles also to believe in Christ.  The 
gentile Cornelius who had also been praying 
sent friends to find Peter.  When Peter came, 
his neat programme fell apart.  The Holy 
Spirit came upon the household of Cornelius 
before they were even baptised and before 
these gentiles could even become Jews!  But 
God had another plan. 

Sometimes when things don’t go our own 
way there is a very simple reason; they are 
going the way God planned them. 

Ascension of the Lord - Till we meet again 
First Reading - Acts of the Apostles, chapter 
11 

‘A cloud took Jesus from their sight.’ 

We have many ways of saying goodbye, ‘So 
long, see you later, take care, etc.’  

Goodbyes are often softened by the promise 
of another meeting, ‘Till we meet again.’  The 
time between goodbye and the reunion is 
filled with joyful hope and anxious waiting. 

Surely, the disciples wondered if they had the 
tools they needed to survive the difficult 
challenges.  Jesus had been their leader, 
visionary, messiah and friend.  Without him, 
life would surely fall apart.  Jesus’ goodbye 
came with two promises: he promised the 
Holy Spirit would guide the disciples in his 
absence; and he promised that he would 
come again.  That left them in an in-between 
kind of time.  After the goodbye they waited 
for his coming again.  In fact, that is where we 
are too.  We are in between the visits of 
Jesus: a time of hope, challenge and even 
anxiety.  We often wonder if we have the tools 
we need to survive: we need vision and 
companionship on life’s long road.  We have 
at our disposal the first promise of Jesus, the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  That Spirit will guide us 
through times of loneliness into good 
decisions amid the sorry of sad goodbyes.  
The Spirit now is at the centre of our lives. 

First Holy Communion Thoughts 

This week I looked again at the black and 
white group photograph of my First Holy 
Communion on Saturday 9th May 1959, in the 
playground of St Hugh of Lincoln Parish and 
School in Stretford and thought, “Where are 
they all now?”  Our then Parish Priest, Fr 
Murphy, died on holiday in Ireland some 
months later.  Now, sadly, I can hardly put a 
name to most of the people in the group of 
over sixty making their Communion that year.  
But I do remember the day as being special 
and I have remembered it with thanksgiving 
and affection every 9th May since.  

As we watch the First Holy Communions 

PARISH NOTICES 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

Saints commemorated this week 

12th May – St Nerius, St Achilleus & St 
Pancras:  Three Roman martyrs.  St Nerius 
and St Achilleus were Roman soldiers who 
converted to Christianity.  St Pancras a 
young man.  All were martyred under the 
Emperor Diocletian. 

14th May – St Matthias:  chosen by the 
apostles, by lot, to take the place of Judas 
Iscariot, so that the number of apostles might 
remain at twelve.  Tradition has it that 
Matthias went on to preach in Ethiopia. 



Every good wish and blessing. 

these four weekends, and again in June for 
members of Year 3, perhaps we can reflect 
with thanks  on the gifts of Faith, of the 
Blessed Eucharist and those living and 
departed who not only brought us to the font 
and prepared us for First Holy Communion, 
but those also whose prayers and example 
have sustained us over the years. 

What really matters now, is not a re-living of 
the past, it is a reflection on our relationship 
to  Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament of his 
love, and what it means for us today, not as 
a child we once were. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also 
remember  Tony Webber, Ken Thomas,  
Elizabeth (Betty) Bird and Alan Smith. 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 5th May: 
Irene Finnerty (anniversary), Leo Price 
(anniversary), Tom Price (lately dead), 
Margaret (Peggy) Fairhurst (anniversary), 
Mary Ann Moss (anniversary), Frank Myers 
(anniversary) and Special Intentions (future 
employment). 

LATELY DEAD 

Norma Whyte, Dorothy Goulden and Ralph 
(uncle of Jane and Jonathon of Haigh Road, 
Aspull) 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

 To John Whyte of Blackrod on the death 
of his wife Norma.  Her Funeral Service 
will be celebrated at Howe Bridge 
Crematorium Friday 14th May at 11.00am. 

 To David Goulden and family of Lealhome 
Avenue, New Springs on the death of his 
wife Dorothy on 3rd May.  Funeral to be 
arranged. 

R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Anne Rolph, Ralph Hammond, Molly 
Crompton, Ted Hanley, Sue Halliwell, Jack 
Eastham, Thomas Croston, Doreen Barker, 
Eric Hyland, John Higham, Peter Spencer 
and Richard Rennick and priests of the 
Diocese Frank Occlestone, Peter Gooden 
and Albert Moriarty - Parish Priest of Our 
Lady’s 1967-92, who died in 2004.  

ASCENSION DAY (B)  

Thursday May 13th.   

Masses 10am Our Lady’s and 7.00pm Holy 
Family. 

CELEBRATION OF FIRST HOLY 

COMMUNIONS 

Continue this weekend. 

Our congratulations to Corey and Caleb, 
Arya and Freya (24th25th April); Evy, Holley, 
Riley and Kian (1st/2nd May); Orla and Alice, 
Simon and Josh (8th/9th May); Alex, Bobbie 
and William (15th/16th May). 

We wish them well. 

POLITE REQUEST 

If you come to Mass by car please check that 
when you park you are not blocking anyone’s 
drive.  Also, you are asked not to park in 
front of the former Red Lion as these spaces 
are for residents. 

BOOKS FOR CAFOD  

The following books are available for sale for 
a small donation, at your discretion, to 
support the work of Cafod. Each is film 
wrapped. Most are paperbacks. If anyone is 
interested, please speak to Fr Kevin.  

1.  James Hawes - The Shortest History of 
Germany.  

2.  Elif Shafak - The Architect’s Apprentice. 
Sixteenth Century Istanbul is the city of 
wonders and danger.  The book is 
described as a gorgeous picture of the 
city, teeming with secrets, intrigue and 
romance! 

3.  Dan Jones - The Crusaders.  

4.  Tracy Borman - Henry VIII: and the Men 
Who Made Him  

6. Maggie O’Farrell - Hamnet.  Winner of 
the Women’s Prize for Fiction last year. 

7. L. J. Ross - Cuthbert’s Way.  The latest 
in the DCI Ryan, detective series. 

 


