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2020  Sixteenth Sunday of the Year (A)  

Response to the Psalm: O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the 

eyes of our mind, so that we can see what hope his call 
holds for us. 

 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Returning to Masses celebrated in our Parishes  

Following the Government announcement that the lockdown on Acts of Worship has been 
lifted we have important information in this Newsletter. 

Parishioners are reminded that there is still no obligation to attend Sunday Mass. 

Steps are in place to re-open our churches following guidelines from the Salford Diocese.  We 
are not yet ready to do so at Our Lady’s or Holy Family.  The Diocese has compiled this list of 
resources to help parishioners in our Diocese through these uncertain times while the 
churches remain closed.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook page @SaintPatrickWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

In this Sunday’s Gospel passage (St 
Matthew’s Gospel Year A) Jesus speaks to us  
in three important and fundamental parables.  
He does so and fulfils the prediction of the 
prophets that, “I will open my mouth in 
parables”.   

The first parable is another story with an 
agricultural background; one cannot separate 
the weeds from the growing corn until the end 
of the season when the harvest is gathered.  
Two further parables speak about growth, the 
tiny seed that grows into the impressive bush 
and the secret action of yeast in the dough 
that makes bread.   

Like last week’s reading there is a stark world 
picture portrayed in the Gospel this weekend 
of the struggle between what is good and 
what is bad.  Matthew’s teaching is clear, the 
Christian community for whom he wrote his 
Gospel is like any and ours, a mixed bag of all 
sorts, but for Jesus the harvest time is God’s 
alone and the choice for us is to be truly part 
of God’s plan, a member of his kingdom here 
and now. 

 Fr. Kevin   

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received week ending 18th July: 
• Alan Johnson 
• Barker and Owen families 
• Kathryn Salmon 
• Jack Wood 
• Ellen Mary Donnelly 
• Ann Mallin 
• John Duffy 
• Brian Wimsey 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All who are sick at this time and especially 
Bob Westmorland, Tony Webber, Bob Connor 
and John Leather. 

THANKS AGAIN 

To those who continue to support the church 
with their collections and our gardening team 
this week, Judith, John Pearson, David, John 
Burns and Phil. 

BELATED PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

To Kathryn Salmon and family of Rivington on 
the death of her father, Jack Wood in April.  
He and his wife often attended the Vigil Mass 
at Our Lady’s. 

FR. ARTHUR NEAREY 

Fr. Arthur Nearey died on 3rd July in North 
Manchester General Hospital in his 75th year.  
Born in Langley, Middleton, in 1946; ordained 
priest in his home parish in 1970.  Served as 
Assistant at St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Salford; St Mary’s, Swinton; St Mark’s, 
Pendlebury; and from 1985 to 2018 as Parish 
Priest of St Mary’s, Littleborough.  He retired 
in 2018 and moved to Nazareth House in 
Manchester.  A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated for him under Covid  government 
guidelines, limited to 30 attendees at St 
Mary’s, Littleborough and afterwards will be 
laid to rest in his parents’ grave in Bredbury . 

200 CLUB   -  JUNE 2020 WINNERS 

1st prize £50 No 141 Chater 

2nd prize £30 No 117 Byrne 

3rd prize £20 No 170 Aspinall 
Many thanks to all our supporters 

UPDATE  ON MASSES IN OUR PARISHES 

Fr Kevin, Cecilia Kitts, Kevin Riley, David 
Ashcroft and Anne Loftus met with Ricky 
Davies from the Diocese of Salford to look at 
the measures which would be needed to be 
put in place before either of our parish 
churches can open for private prayer and/or 
mass.  The meeting was very informative and 
we now know what we still need to have in 
place before we can finally return to masses 
celebrated in our churches.   

We are probably at least three weeks from 
being able to take this step and, when we do, 
we will move slowly, learning what else we 
need to do to make it as safe as possible for 
everyone. 

There must be at least two stewards available 
and present before other members of the 
congregation can attend.  These stewards will 
have been approved by the Diocese, have 
followed designated safeguarding training and 
have received training in their stewarding role. 

There will be a maximum number of people 
who can attend at any one time.  For Our 
Lady’s this will be between 42 and 84 
depending on whether people come on their 
own, as a couple or as a family.  For Holy 
Family this is between 42 and 56. The 
numbers are based on safe distancing 
measures. 

PARISH NOTICES 



Members of the parish will be expected to 
wear their own face masks, in line with 
government guidance.  They may also be 
directed to where they should sit. 

Communion will be distributed as the final 
action of the mass and those receiving 
communion will leave immediately after 
receiving the Eucharist. 

We are all asked not to congregate outside 
church after mass but to move away as soon 
as possible. 

Stewards will clean areas of the church used 
with disinfectant after mass. 

We all appreciate that this is not in the spirit of 
the communities which make up our two 
parishes but it remains necessary for all our 
safety. 

Further detail and guidance will be provided 
by Newsletter, WhatApp group and Facebook 
as and when it is available. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

As indicated here, in order to open our 
churches we will need volunteer stewards for 
the periods of private prayer and for Mass.  
Both our parishes will need sufficient 
volunteers if they are to open.  While Our 
Lady’s appears to have sufficient to start with, 
Holy Family still do not have enough to be 
able to open.  If you are in Holy Family parish 
and would be willing to help as a volunteer, 
please contact either Mary Bone, Anne Loftus 
or Kevin Riley. 

There is no age limit for these volunteers but 
they must be aware of the risk that they may 
be exposed to. So, if you have underlying 
health issues it is not a good idea to 
volunteer. 

The steward’s role will be to assist the parish 
priest in the safe re-opening of the church in 
light of the current coronavirus pandemic 
(including cleaning the church in preparation 
for those who wish to enter for private prayer 
and overseeing that the guidance on social 
distancing and use of hand sanitizer is 
adhered to).  The cleaning process is really 
only wiping down surfaces that people have 
been in contact with.  It is not the usual 
general church cleaning which can still be 
carried out by the usual volunteer cleaners. 

Stewards will need to complete a form from 
the Diocese and watch a safeguarding video.  
Training will be given and a rota drawn up 
when we have been given the go ahead to 

open for Mass. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer and has 
not yet contacted Cecilia Kitts or Kevin Riley, 
should contact either of them via telephone, 
WhatsApp or email. 

There is a useful video and the safeguarding 
training video, available by clicking on this 
page from the Diocesan website. 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-
opening-for-private-prayer/  

GUIDELINES FOR THE RESUMPTION OF 

MASS 

Last week Bishop John advised us how 
progress will be made towards opening 
churches for mass.  Any church that is 
opening will have undergone risk 
assessments to ensure the safety of both 
clergy and parishioners; this first step has now 
happened in our parishes of Our Lady’s and 
Holy Family. 

The Bishop recommended that in our Diocese 
we do three things:  

firstly, attend a weekday Mass to help ease 
Sunday capacity; 

secondly, any elderly person, anyone with 
frailty or an underlying condition should not 
consider trying to attend Mass; 

and finally, that if your parish church is not 
opening for the public celebration of Mass you 
should wait until it does so without looking for 
other churches which will have their own 
restricted capacity for their parishioners. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend mass, 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

If you are looking for a way to bring your day 
to a proper close – why not join Fr. Andrew 
Pastore  at 9 pm for a 5min evening blessing. 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 
Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-opening-for-private-prayer/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-opening-for-private-prayer/


Every good wish and blessing. 

Children’s answers 
Homework, classwork and tests have often 
been a great source of amusement to 
teachers while marking the pupils’ work.  Here 
are a few of the mistakes that children make 
so innocently. 

Pay special attention to the wording and 
spelling. 

The children were asked questions about the 
old and new testaments. The following were 
written by children; they have not been 
retouched or corrected.  Incorrect spelling and 
punctuation have been left in. 

1.  Moses died before he ever reached 
canada then Joshua led the hebrews in 
the battle of geritol. 

2.  The greatest miricle in the bible is when 
Joshua told his son to stand still and he 
obeyed him. 

3.  David was a hebrew king who was skilled 
at playing the liar. He fought the 
Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in 
biblical times. 

4.  Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 
wives and 700 porcupines. 

5.  When Mary heard she was the mother of 
Jesus, she sang the magna carta. 

CAFOD 
Notice from CAFOD about the Coronavirus 
Crisis 
CAFOD has joined forces with the Disasters 
Emergency Committee. This will help them to 
scale up their response to the Coronavirus 
crisis and protect the people who need it 
most. CAFOD’s local experts are able to 
reach those in greatest need. They are 
providing information on how to slow the 
virus, along with hygiene supplies and 
emergency food packages for families who 
face hunger as a result of lockdown and job 
losses.  

We must not let the most vulnerable be 
forgotten. CAFOD asks us to continue to pray 
for everyone affected by this terrible crisis, 
both near and far away, and they thank you 
for anything you are able to give. 

https://cafod.org.uk/  

FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS 

INVOLVED IN THE SACRAMENTAL 

PROGRAMME 

Bishop John has recorded a message for the 
children and their parents who are involved in 
the Sacramental Programme this year.  The 
video message can be viewed by clicking on 
this link 

https://youtu.be/jaYj35YdtH8  
 

“UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN” 

Another message to those who are waiting to 
receive their First Holy Communion from the 
Salford Diocese. 

It is suggested that parents of children in this 
group show their children this video message 

https://youtu.be/Tx7KWbPNzks  
 

6.  When the three wise guys from the east 
side arrived they found Jesus in the 
manager. 

7. Jesus was born because Mary had an 
immaculate contraption. 

8.  St. John the blacksmith dumped water on 
his head. 

9.  Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which 
says to do unto others before they do one 
to you. He also explained a man doth not 
live by sweat alone. 

10. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the 
dead and managed to get the tombstone 
off the entrance. 

11. The people who followed the lord were 
called the 12 decibels. 

12. The epistels were the wives of the 
apostles. 

13. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew 
who was also a taximan. 

14. St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he 
preached holy acrimony, which is another 
name for marraige. 

15. Christians have only one spouse. This is 
called monotony. 

https://cafod.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/jaYj35YdtH8
https://youtu.be/Tx7KWbPNzks

