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Unfortunately, the churches will not be open 
for  private prayers for the foreseeable 
future, in line with  Government instructions 
and those from the Bishops’ Conference.  
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 2020  Sixth Sunday of Easter (A)  

Response to the Psalm: Cry out with joy to God all the earth. 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Jesus said: “If anyone loves me he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him.” 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Online Resources – Stay at Home, Pray at Home  

From the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford 

Following the statement from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales which has 
announced a temporary suspension of public worship and closure of churches following the 
Government announcement on Monday 23rd March, we have compiled this list of resources to 
help parishioners in our diocese through these uncertain times.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook @SaintPatrickWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER AND THE ASCENSION 

The Easter Season is the highpoint of the 
Christian calendar and indeed each Sunday of 
the year is the Lord’s Day, celebrating the 
Resurrection of Jesus in the Eucharist, where 
the Lord serves his people and is really 
present. First of all, in those who assemble, 
‘Where two or three gather in my name, I am 
there in the midst of them’, Matthew 18:20.  
Secondly, the Living Word, when the Word of 
the Scriptures is proclaimed and shared; and 
thirdly and most perfectly, in the bread that 
becomes the Lord’s Risen Body and the wine 
that becomes his Precious Blood in Holy 
Communion; our food and drink to make us 
missionary disciples of the Good News.   

The fifty days of Easter invite us to reflect on 
the wonder and mystery of God’s love 
revealed in the Paschal  Mystery (the 
Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus) of 
him who is God’s only Son and to appreciate 
and share this gift, as the Scriptures inspire 
and nourish our faith, especially from the Acts 
of the Apostles and the Gospel of St. John in 
the Easter Season.  These days are, for us 
now,  a reminder of the time that Jesus spent 
meeting and teaching his disciples, opening 
their hearts and minds as we can open our 
hearts and minds today in preparation for his 
departure in the event we call the Ascension, 
celebrated forty days after his rising, when 
God’s time was right and so as to enable the 
Holy Spirit to descend, transforming the 
disciples into Apostles sent out with the many 
gifts of the Spirit and with new courage and 
conviction to proclaim the essential message 
of Christianity, the Resurrection of Jesus and 
the hope that this can bring to everyone.  We 
too, have and do, share that wonderful gift of 
the Spirit.  The action of God’s  love in the 
Paschal Mystery is an action of all three 
persons of the Blessed Trinity. The Father 
commissions his Son to do his Father’s will 
and the Holy Spirit dwells in each of us in 
baptism as Christians who become temples 
where the Lord dwells, fulfilling the very 
promise of Jesus to be with us always.  A 
personal presence in each of us since the day 
of our baptism, that is a presence beyond our 
hopes, dreams and imagination. 

The final days of the Easter Season from 

Ascension to Pentecost are often kept as a 
Novena, a nine days set of special days of 
prayers devoted to a deep and earnest 
invitation into the minds, hearts and lives of 
Christians for a new outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit to enable them, in their own day and in 
their own society, to fulfil the Lord’s 
commissioning that we take his message, the 
Gospel, the Good News, to the ends of the 
earth.  And so the prayer of all Christians, at 
this time of the Easter Season is - Come Holy 
Spirit. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

Please remember in your prayers Ken and 
Dorothy Witherington, who ran the Red Lion 
on Haigh Road for many years, 
before  moving to Spain. Both died peacefully 
within a month  of each  other at their home in 
Spain. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received and will be celebrated in the next 
few days: 
James Greenwood 
Dan Hutton  
Ralph Hammond 
Michael Woodworth 
Mabel Webber 
Frank Myers 

ASCENSION THURSDAY 

This coming Thursday is Ascension Day and I 
recommend strongly the broadcast of choral 
evensong on Radio 3 at 3.30pm on the day; 
guaranteed to have beautiful choral music to 
celebrate the great feast day.  Fr. Kevin 

SVP NEWS 

At this time of year the SVP would usually be 
selling beautiful hanging baskets to grace our 
gardens and raise funds for the work of the 
SVP.  With the current situation, we have not 
been able to do this.  Fortunately, garden 
centres are re-opening, so at least you are 
able to purchase the items you want.  Please 
keep the SVP in your prayers. 

The SVP group in the parish had planned a 
Summer Tea Party for Senior Citizens in 
June.  Clearly, and sadly, this won’t go ahead.  
The members keep in touch with several 
parishioners by telephone and it brings 
pleasure to both to be in regular contact. 

PARISH NOTICES 



Every good wish and blessing. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week 
17th to 23rd May -  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 

Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAM SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open your internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNIONS 

In these times when we cannot attend mass 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

THE BRICK 

Until the current lockdown, parishioners have 
been donating groceries to The Brick each 
weekend.  Clearly, we have not been able to 
continue to donate through church but the 
need in the community is even greater than it 
was.  Fortunately, some local supermarkets 
have a large container in their stores in which 
donations of groceries can be placed.   

There is more information at 
http:www.thebrick.org.uk/  In some areas, 
several supermarkets have pledged large 
amounts of groceries to help people in need.  
Just check in your local supermarket, looking 
for a large bin, clearly marked. 

PARISH FACEBOOK 

The Parish Facebook page, to cover both 
parishes, can be found by searching 
Facebook for - Our Lady’s R.C. Church, 
Aspull or @ourladyschurchaspull 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 
their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally, then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

Email: kevin.kmriley@outlook.com 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Until we have sorted out the problems with 
setting up a Standing Order can we suggest 
that you write a cheque monthly to cover your 
regular collection and post it to Fr. Kevin.  
Alternatively, wait until the end of the 
lockdown and write a single cheque to cover 
the whole amount. 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Until this emergency is over and normality 
resumes, future Newsletters will be available 
on-line via the Parish link on Our Lady’s 
School website.  It is also available via The 
Holy Family School website http://
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk/   or it can be 
emailed directly to you if you let Kevin Riley 
have your email address, which will only be 
used to keep you informed of Parish matters. 
Items for the newsletter to Fr. Kevin by 
Wednesday (a.m.) or to Kevin Riley (01204 
695017) by early Wednesday, please.  Please 
let us know of any significant events such as 
births, anniversaries, etc so we can keep the 
parish community informed. 

 



Something to do to fill in your time.  

ALWAYS CHECK WHAT YOU HAVE 
WRITTEN! 
Phrasing, punctuation and grammar, or the 
misuse of it, can create some messages we 
really do not mean to send.  The following 
have actually appeared in church bulletins or 
were announced at church services.  
Obviously not ours! 

• The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes 
meals.  

• The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on 
the Water. 'The sermon tonight: 'Searching 
for Jesus.' 

• Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It’s 
a chance to get rid of those things not 
worth keeping around the house. Bring 
your husbands. 

• Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church 
help.   

• Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass 
this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to 
the congregation.   

• Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the 
choir. They need all the help they can get.  

• Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their school 
days.  

We have more of these next week, but, if you 
have any like this, then do let me know so we 
can add them here. 

Word list 

Ass Bear Camel Gazelle  
Deer Donkey Fox Leopard 
Goats Horse Jackal Rock Badger 
Lion Mule Oxen Sheep 
Wolf Cattle 

THE ROSARY 
What do we know about the history of the 
Rosary? 

St. Dominic (born 1170) had a vision of Our 
Lady telling people to say the rosary, but 
simple people were “telling their beads” long 
before that. 

In Coventry, in 1040, Lady Godiva founded a 
religious house.  When she dies she left 
behind a circle of gems strung together, on 
which “she told her prayers.” 

Nearer home, at Turton Tower, near Bolton 

there is a sword known as the “Knight’s 
Rosary”.  The blade of the sword has 
indentations along it.  When he went to bed 
the knight put the sword under his pillow and 
ran his fingers down the blade and said his 
prayers.  The sword was also ready for use 
should an intruder suddenly break in. 

The Rosary was a way of focussing the heart 
and mind on the birth, death and resurrection 
of Christ.  In times when few people could 
read, to say a “Pater” and an “Ave” was a 
vehicle which helped people to centre 
themselves on these important mysteries. 
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