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Unfortunately, the churches will not be open 
for  private prayers for the foreseeable 
future, in line with  Government instructions 
and those from the Bishops’ Conference.  
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 2020  Pentecost Sunday (A)  

Readings for the Mass during the day 
Response to the Psalm: Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the 

earth. 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle 

in them the fire of your love. 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Online Resources – Stay at Home, Pray at Home  

From the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford 

Following the statement from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales which has 
announced a temporary suspension of public worship and closure of churches following the 
Government announcement on Monday 23rd March, we have compiled this list of resources to 
help parishioners in our diocese through these uncertain times.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook @SaintPatrickWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR PENTECOST, WHIT 

SUNDAY 

Pentecost, Whit Sunday, celebrates the 
birthday of the Church and the official end of 
the fifty day Season of Easter; a new 
beginning for God’s missionary disciples in 
the Church family 2000 years ago and also for 
us today.   

The Jewish Feast of Pentecost, fifty days after  
Passover, was initially called the Feast of 
Weeks.  At the end of the harvest the priest 
offered two loaves of bread made from the 
newly milled flour of the first harvest of the 
year, along with animal sacrifices.  This took 
place fifty days, seven weeks plus one day, 
after Passover and the official start of the 
harvest.  It became known as Pentecost from 
the Greek word meaning, fiftieth.  It was a 
time of great rejoicing and thanksgiving to 
God for the gifts of the harvest and his gift of 
the Word of God in the Sacred Scriptures.   

At the time of Jesus, as we know from the 
Acts of the Apostles, many Jews came to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the great feast day 
and they came from many parts of the then 
known world.  This was transformed by the 
outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit while 
the apostles were in the Upper Room praying 
with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and other 
men and women.  By this, they were 
transformed from Disciples to Apostles; those 
who were sent out to the ends of the earth.  
We too, in the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
receive, in the Catholic tradition, the sevenfold 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit; Wisdom, 
Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, 
Knowledge and Fear, or Respect, for the 
Lord.  And with these gifts we are expected, 
and it is hoped that we do in our lives, 
produce the twelvefold Fruits of the Spirit, the 
gifts that God gives us in different ways.  
Many of them are listed in Chapter 5 of the 
New Testament Letter to the Galatians. The 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit we know well: Love, 
Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self Control and, 
added in some translations, Modesty, 
Confidence and Chastity.  In the Catholic 
tradition, seven Gifts and twelve wonderful 
Fruits. 

Generosity is to consider the ultimate welfare, 
even of those who oppose us.  Faithfulness 
abides by the decision that we make to follow 

good in our lives. Love entails surrendering 
oneself to God and to the important people in 
our lives and especially the needs of the poor 
and to discover the presence of Jesus in 
them.  It flows from the deep experience of 
God’s love and mercy, and Joy follows that 
experience.  Peace, Patience and Gentleness 
address emotional states. If we are disturbed 
in body, mind or spirit, then  we cannot be 
effective missionary disciples and apostles of 
the Lord.  While Self Control, Modesty, 
Confidence and Chastity counterbalance, 
sometimes, the passions of our human 
desires.  And so this great weekend, as we 
celebrate the end of the Easter Season and 
look forward to what the Lord has planned for 
us, amidst the challenges of this difficult time.  

Again with faith in our hearts and believing in 
the Resurrection of Jesus we pray once more 
- Come Holy Spirit. 

THIS WEEKEND 

We celebrate the 38th anniversary of the first 
Papal Visit to this country in 1982.  Pope John 
Paul II, now Saint John Paul II, visited 
England, Wales and Scotland at the end of 
May and beginning of June 1982.  It was a 
Pastoral Visit, following closely on the 
Falklands campaign, and the doubts of the 
visit lasted for many weeks before it took 
place.  He celebrated the Sacraments of the 
Church in different locations and, of course, 
ordained 12 priests in Manchester on 31st 
May.  He also anointed the sick, gave First 
Holy Communion and celebrated, not the 
Sacrament of Marriage, but people’s renewal 
of their Marriage Vows in York.  Pope 
Benedict came in 2010 on a State Visit and 
Beatified, the now canonised, John Henry 
Cardinal Newman.   

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received and celebrated this week: 

• Freya Norman  
• Joan Moore 
• George Sams 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Our deepest sympathy in the Risen Lord to: 

• Arthur Cottle, of Aspull, on the death of his 
wife after a long illness.  Marie’s Funeral 
Service will take place on Tuesday 2nd 
June, 1pm in Wigan Crematorium.  Fr 
Kevin will celebrate the 9.00am Mass in 
church for her eternal repose that day. 

PARISH NOTICES 



•  Also to Lena Alty, of Blackrod, on the 
death of her husband, David.  His Funeral 
Service will have been celebrated, Friday 
29th May, 11.30am at Overdale 
Crematorium, Bolton.  Again, Fr Kevin will 
offer the 9.00am morning Mass in Our 
Lady’s for his eternal repose. 

BISHOP MALONE’S FUNERAL 

The funeral arrangements for the late Bishop 
Vincent Malone are as follows: 

Monday 1st June at 4.00 p.m. 
Archbishop Malcolm will celebrate Mass for 
Bishop Vincent at the Metropolitan Cathedral.  

This Mass will be live-streamed to allow those 
who wish to participate in the celebration.  

Access to the live-streaming will be via the 
Cathedral website: 
https://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/ 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
As a result of the recent lockdown restrictions, 
St David’s graveyard is in need of some loving 
care as are Our Lady’s gardens.  It is hoped 
that within the coming week work can start 
again, with appropriate distancing between 
people, on tidying up and grass cutting.  
Anyone who can offer a couple of hours to 
help would be most welcome.  All equipment 
will be provided.  To find out more contact 
Geoff Anglesey on 07880 957648 . 

PREPARING CHILDREN FOR THE 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

We have received a newsletter from the 
Diocese with details of potentially useful 
resources for parents to help them to prepare 
their children for the Sacramental Programme. 
Here are some examples of good resources  
 CAFOD provide a virtual children’s Liturgy 

of the Word and many other resources: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-
liturgy 

 The Bible Society: https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/landing/the-super-
cool-story-of-jesus-video/ and other videos 
and downloads. 

 The Pastoral Center (USA): http://
products.pastoral.center/b/b320/1/download
-s97q/index.html. ‘Faith @ Home’ is a 
weekly family celebration using cartoons, 
videos, music and action, as well as the 
readings and prayers for each Sunday 

 Our own diocesan resource of videos for 
parents (and for catechists themselves): 
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/faith/
sacraments/parents-videos/  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE 

If you would like to make a donation to Our 
Lady's Haigh please follow the link below.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/
donate?
charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount
=&amount=&reference=X14 

If you would like to make a donation to Holy 
Family, New Springs please follow the link 
below.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/
donate?
charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount
=&amount=&reference=X15 

Please note - if you have to type out the 
hyperlink, you will need to type the whole link 
without a space after donate?. 

Thank you for your support. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week 
31st May - 6th June  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 

Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAM SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open your internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend mass 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

https://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0qgAWq0A3IR4JSHj7xjtSrfDD5q1U05PTvkqGLm-X5T9QmDJIv7kex4VE
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=04bed8df4e&e=136019d459
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=04bed8df4e&e=136019d459
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=76d3e17749&e=136019d459
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=76d3e17749&e=136019d459
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=76d3e17749&e=136019d459
http://products.pastoral.center/b/b320/1/download-s97q/index.html
http://products.pastoral.center/b/b320/1/download-s97q/index.html
http://products.pastoral.center/b/b320/1/download-s97q/index.html
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=13cd697dc1&e=136019d459
https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=13cd697dc1&e=136019d459
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X14
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X14
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X14
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X14
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X15
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X15
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X15
https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount=&amount=&reference=X15


Every good wish and blessing. 

Something to do to fill in your time.  

ALWAYS CHECK WHAT YOU HAVE 
WRITTEN!  - WEEK 3 
Phrasing, punctuation and grammar, or the 
misuse of it, can create some messages we 
really do not mean to send.  The following 
have actually appeared in church bulletins or 
were announced at church services.  
Obviously not ours! 

• Church office will be closed Monday. 
Halleluia. Halleluia. 

• This being Easter Sunday, we will ask 
Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an 
egg on the altar. 

• Mr. Bradford was elected and has 
accepted the office of head deacon. We 
could not get a better man. 

THE BRICK 

Until the current lockdown, parishioners have 
been donating groceries to The Brick each 
weekend.  Clearly, we have not been able to 
continue to donate through church, but the 
need in the community is even greater than it 
was.  Fortunately, some local supermarkets 
have a large container in their stores in which 
donations of groceries can be placed.   

There is more information at 
http:www.thebrick.org.uk/  In some areas, 
several supermarkets have pledged large 
amounts of groceries to help people in need.  
Just check in your local supermarket, looking 
for a large bin, clearly marked. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

PARISH FACEBOOK 

The Parish Facebook page, to cover both 
parishes, can be found by searching 
Facebook for - Our Lady’s R.C. Church, 
Aspull or @ourladyschurchaspull 

• Thank you Steve, who once again has 
worked hard to clean the pastor off the 
basement floor. 

• The ‘Over 60s Choir’ will be disbanded 
for the summer with the thanks of the 
entire church  

• The outreach committee has enlisted 25 
visitors to make calls on people who are 
not afflicted with any church. 

• Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our church and community. 

Do let me know of any more like this so we 
can add them here. 

Here is the real challenge.   

Can you find out which are 
weights, which are measures 
and which are units of money 
during Biblical times? 

Also, which of these words is 
now used in sub-atomic 
particle physics! 

Contact Kevin Riley with your 
answers to either of these 
challenges. 


