
THOUGHTS 

On Today’s Gospel 

Matthew 24: 37-44 

The biblical tale of Noah relates how only a 
handful were saved from the flood.  Matthew 
uses this as part of a stark foretelling of the 
Coming of Christ in judgement.  Is Matthew 
comparing Christ 
as a burglar?  
Certainly, he wants 
to convey the 
sense of 
unexpectedness.  
Some have 
suggested that the 
writer had in mind 
Satan - the evil 
power dominating 
the world - being 
unprepared for the 
secret arrival of 
the triumph of 
Christ.   

In any case, the message is: live your life in 
readiness for the unexpected! 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
Dec 3

rd
 – St Francis Xavier:  a friend of St 

Ignatius Loyola and one of the first members 
of the “Company of Jesus”; he preached in 
India and Japan and died in China in 1552. 

Dec 4
th

 – St John Damascene:  from 
Damascus (hence the name); a monk, 
philosopher and theologian, he sprang to the 
defence of the Sacred Art in the iconoclast 
crisis of the eighth century. 

Dec 6
th

 – St Nicholas: Bishop of Myra, in 
what is now Turkey; he died in the fourth 
century, in Eastern Europe, “Saint Nicholas” 
distributes presents to children on this day, in 
remembrance of his charity and care as a 
bishop. 

Dec 7
th

 – St Ambrose:  born around 340, he 
was a surprising choice to be Bishop of Milan 
in 374; renowned for his charity and his 
eloquence, especially against the Arians, it is 
said that Saint Augustine returned to his faith 
after hearing Ambrose preach.  A great writer 
of hymns for the liturgy, some of which survive 
to this day.  He died in 397. 
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December 1
st

 2019   First Sunday of Advent (A)  
“Prepare the Way of the Lord” 

Today’s Gospel 

MANY THANKS   
                Last week’s collection  £843.11 

Response to the Psalm: I rejoiced when I heard them say: “Let us go to God’s 
house.” 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving 

help. 
 Alleluia! 



MATTHEW’S GOSPEL 

Our guide for this Church Year (A) was 
written, in the first place, for Jewish converts.  
It tells the good news that Jesus is the 
promised Saviour/Messiah/Christ whom the 
Jews had been expecting for so long.  From 
the early days, Matthew the tax collector was 
regarded as its author, although both this and 
Mark’s Gospel incorporate an earlier work or 
compilation of stories about Jesus. 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

The Advent wreath dates 
back to ancient celebrations 
of the winter solstice, that 
time of year when the sun 
reaches its southern-most 
point in the heavens and the 
days are the darkest and 
most gloomy.  Because they longed for the 
return of the sun’s light and life, the ancients 
stopped all usual activity, sacrificed the use of 
their wagon wheels and hung them up, 
festooned with lights and greens in their 
celebration halls.  There they awaited the 
return of their sun-god, thinking of the warmth 
and life he brought.  Celebrations culminated 
in the “nativity” of the sun - the turning point of 
the year. 

As Christians, we use the same meaningful 
custom to anticipate the feast of light and life: 
the nativity of the Saviour.  We add one light 
on the wreath for each Sunday in Advent.  We 
think of the darkness after Adam’s sin and 
watch the growing hope and light as the 
prophets and the Virgin help us prepare for 
this saving birth. 

SCHOOL MASSES 

To mark the Season of Advent 

Wednesday 4th Dec at 11.00am in Holy 
Family School (no 9.15 am Mass at Our 
Lady’s) 

Thursday 5th Dec. at 11.00am in Our Lady’s 
School (no 9.15am Mass at Holy Family) 

All welcome. 

FESTIVE WREATH-MAKING WORKSHOP 

In Our Lady’s School on Sunday 8th 
December from 1pm.  All free and all 
welcome. 

OUR LADY’S & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

2019 CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE 

This Friday December 6th at Hindley Hall Golf 
Club.  

Four Course Dinner, 7pm for 7.30pm 

Proceeds in aid of CAFOD - tickets £25 

Please see the list at the back of Church. If 
you wish to come please enter your names 
and meal choice (Turkey or vegetarian). 

S.V.P. 

Poinsettias will be on sale again this year (for 
home and Church), £5, the same price as last 
year - the weekend of December 21st/22nd in 
Our Lady’s Church.  Proceeds to support the 
work of the S.V.P. 

CAFOD WORLD GIFTS 

We can change the lives of people around the 
world and celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas giving with “World Gifts”.  
Catalogues available from CAFOD, in both 
Churches.  Ideas for gifts for Christmas, and 
throughout the year, that will make a real 
difference or even change lives:  

Order online, at cafod.org.uk/world gifts, or by 
post or over the telephone.   

Order by 16th December for free postage. 

CAROLS AROUND THE TREE 2019 

Blackrod - Tuesday 3rd December, 6.30pm 

New Springs - Tuesday 4th December, 
7.00pm 

Aspull - Thursday 5th December, 7.00pm 

ASPULL’S “WALKABOUT NATIVITY” 

Again this year!  Saturday 14th December, 
10.00am.  We gather outside “Truly 
Scrumptious” at the Moorside shops. 

WIGAN CHORAL SOCIETY 

Saturday 14th December 7.30pm “Messiah 
(Part 1)” (with Christmas Carols for Choir and 
Congregation).  St John’s Church, 
Standishgate, Wigan.  Tickets £10 and £8 
(concessions).  Tickets available at the door.  
www.wiganchoral.org 

Every good wish and blessing  

PARISH NOTICES 


