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Unfortunately, the churches will not be open 
for  private prayers for the foreseeable 
future, in line with  Government instructions 
and those from the Bishops’ Conference.  
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2020  The Solemn Feast of Saints Peter & Paul  

Mass during the day 
Response to the Psalm: From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church.  

And the gates of the underworld can never hold out 
against it. 

 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Online Resources – Stay at Home, Pray at Home  

From the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford 

Following the statement from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales which has 
announced a temporary suspension of public worship and closure of churches following the 
Government announcement on Monday 23rd March, we have compiled this list of resources to 
help parishioners in our diocese through these uncertain times.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook page @SaintPatrickWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

Jesus told us to love one another but did not 
say we would actually like one another!   

The net cast into the sea of humanity brings in 
a varied haul of all types of people into the 
family of God.  Peter and Paul were very 
different characters.  They seem from the 
Scriptures not to have got on very well, and in 
the response to be called apostles, sent out to 
spread the Gospel, they eventually went their 
own separate ways; Peter to the Jews and 
Paul to the Gentiles. 

Fr. Kevin has a lovely icon picture in his 
Breviary (the Prayer of the Church).  It shows 
Peter and Paul embracing in a sign of peace 
reminding him that when personalities clash, 
and sometimes we have to go our own 
separate ways, we at least should agree in 
charity that that must be the bond that keeps 
us closer to Jesus and to each other. 

Peter has been described as one whose 
hearts ruled his head.  He was a fisherman on 
the Sea of Galilee with his brother Andrew, 
and with James and John the sons of 
Zebedee.  So often we hear he was the 
spokesperson for his fellow disciples and he 
did not always get things right.  His denial of 
Jesus when he was arrested the night before 
his crucifixion haunted him, until after the 
Resurrection of Jesus he was healed and 
forgiven. 

Paul was tent maker, proud of his Pharisaic 
background and learned in the Jewish faith.  
He was a persecutor of the Way of Jesus of 
the early Church and his conversion on the 
road to Damascus was not instantaneous.  
His background was the faith and courage he 
had witnessed in the lives of those he had 
tried to silence and it continued for many 
years afterwards in prayer and solitude and 
reflection before he began his apostolic work.   

Jesus saw the potential in Peter and Paul for 
greatness and glory when they had been 
challenged and healed.  Both would do great 
things for him, eventually giving their lives in 
Rome as martyrs. 

Today, Jesus sees our potential, our capacity 
for greatness and glory, to do wonderful 
things for Him and his Kingdom.  If only, like 
Peter and Paul, we can overcome our 
weakness, our reluctance to admit our faults 
and failings, and our need for healing and 

forgiveness. 

In all of this Jesus asks us to love one another 
but for the time being we may not like 
everyone.  But where Jesus is concerned the 
word “never” should not be ever on the lips of 
a Christian and we should always remember 
in the words of St Paul, in the First Letter to 
the Corinthians, chapter 13 ,verses 4 to 7 that 
“Love is always patient and kind. It is never 
jealous.  Love is never boastful or conceited.  
It is never rude or selfish.  It does not take 
offence and is not resentful.  Love takes no 
pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in 
the truth.  Love does not come to an end.” 

Fr. Kevin   

MASS INTENTIONS 

Requested this week: 
• Joan Duffy - anniversary 
• Charlie Ward - anniversary 

CHURCHES OPENING  

As government instructions develop and 
change, we are awaiting further instructions 
and permissions from the Diocese about how 
to proceed to open our churches for worship. 

CHURCHES OPENING FOR PRIVATE 

PRAYER - SALFORD DIOCESE 

INFORMATION 

For detailed information of how this will work, 
and to see a video of this, go to the Salford 
Diocese website via the link below 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-
opening-for-private-prayer/  

RESUMPTION OF COLLECTIVE ACTS OF 

WORSHIP 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement 
this week Bishop John and Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols have made a statement regarding 
collective acts of worship.  To find out more 
follow this link 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
resumption-of-collective-acts-of-worship/  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All who are sick at this time and especially 
Bob Westmorland, Tony Webber, Bob Connor 
and John Leather. 

THANKS AGAIN 

To Judith, John, David and Phil for their 
fantastic work in the garden at Our Lady’s 
Church. 

PARISH NOTICES 
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ALSO THANKS 

To those who have telephoned or called to 
enquire how Fr. Kevin is getting on.  He is 
very pleased to say that his sister, in Stretford, 
and his niece, in London, are making steady 
progress in their recovery from Covid-19. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

If you are looking for a way to bring your day 
to a proper close – why not join Fr. Andrew 
Pastore  at 9 pm for a 5min evening blessing. 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 
Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAM SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open your internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend mass, 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Until we have sorted out the problems with 
setting up a Standing Order can we suggest 
that you write a cheque monthly to cover your 
regular collection and post it to Fr. Kevin.  
Alternatively, wait until the end of the 
lockdown and write a single cheque to cover 
the whole amount. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE 

If you would like to make a donation to Our 
Lady's Haigh please follow the link below.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/
donate?
charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount
=&amount=&reference=X14 

If you would like to make a donation to Holy 
Family, New Springs please follow the link 
below.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/
donate?
charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount
=&amount=&reference=X15 

Please note - if you have to type out the 
hyperlink, you will need to type the whole link 
without a space after donate?. 

Thank you for your support. 

THE BRICK 

Until the current lockdown, parishioners had 
been donating groceries to The Brick each 
weekend.  Clearly, we have not been able to 
continue to donate through church, but the 
need in the community is even greater than it 
was.  Fortunately, some local supermarkets 
have a large container in their stores in which 
donations of groceries can be placed.   

There is more information at 
http:www.thebrick.org.uk/  In some areas, 
several supermarkets have pledged large 
amounts of groceries to help people in need.  
Just check in your local supermarket, looking 
for a large bin, clearly marked. 

LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 
their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally, then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

Email: kevin.kmriley@outlook.com 
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Every good wish and blessing. 

Something to do to fill in your time.  

THE CATHOLIC ORIGIN OF SOME WELL 
KNOWN SAYINGS 
This week we continue to look at some old 
phrases or sayings and discover that they 
often had Catholic origins. 

To go “a-roaming” 

It would be more accurate to say, to go “a-
Roming” because we have this expression 
due to the love of the English to go to Rome 
on pilgrimage.  According to St Bede, eight 
Anglo-Saxon kings abdicated and went to live 
as pilgrims in Rome. 

Fingers Crossed 

This is a bit obvious; it was making a sign of 
the cross with one’s fingers to avert bad luck. 

Adam’s apple 

Legend has it that this signifies a piece of 
apple stuck in Adam’s throat after he took a 
bite from the forbidden fruit.  However, 
nowhere in the Scriptures is there any 
reference to an apple.  It does appear in a 
mediaeval Latin play on words (malus 
meaning apple and malum meaning evil).  It 
first appeared in the glass at Chartres 
Cathedral. 

Third time lucky 

This is an obvious reference to the Holy 
Trinity.  Did you know that when a new peer is 
introduced to the House of Lords, hats are 
doffed three times. 

Abracadabra 

Magicians use the word now to imply a 
mystical power has be summoned to 
perform magic. Medieval people believed in 
magic as everyday fact and any unusual 
event that they could not explain was 
considered to be the result of some form of 
enchantment. They used the incantation 
'Abracadabra' to ward off such bewitchment 
and as a remedy for poor health. 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Until this emergency is over and normality 
resumes, future Newsletters will be available 
on-line via the Parish link on Our Lady’s 
School website.  It is also available via The 
Holy Family School website http://
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk/   or it can be 
emailed directly to you if you let Kevin Riley 

have your email address, which will only be 
used to keep you informed of Parish matters. 
Items for the newsletter to Fr. Kevin by 
Wednesday (a.m.) or to Kevin Riley (01204 
695017) by early Wednesday, please.  Please 
let us know of any significant events such as 
births, anniversaries, etc so we can keep the 
parish community informed. 

The word was recited repeatedly, each time 
with the final letter being removed, until just 
'a' remained. It was believed that the strength 
of the illness diminished as the word became 
shorter. The charm was also written out on 
paper and worn in an amulet or sewn into 
clothing as an antidote to ague, flux and 
toothache. 

Many believe that the word is of Hebrew or 
Aramaic origin, being derived either from the 
Hebrew words ‘ab’ or ‘abba’ (father), 
‘ben’ (son), and ‘ruach hakodesh’ (holy spirit), 
or from the Aramaic ‘avra kadavra’, meaning 
'it will be created in my words'. 

Word List 
Ass Bear Camel 
Cattle Deer Donkey  
Fox Gazelle Goats  
Horse Jackal Leopard 
Lion Mule Oxen  
Rock Badger Sheep Wolf 


