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March 27th/28th 2021  Sunday of the Passion and the Palms - Year B  

 

Response to the Psalm: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Gospel Acclamation Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory: 

 Christ was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on 
a cross.  But God raised him high and gave him the name 
which is above all names. 

 Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory. 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live 
streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/


THOUGHTS   

For the Sunday of the Passion and the Palms 

Holy Week 2021 will be different.  Indeed, in 
many European countries there will be no 
congregations present at Services in 
Churches and Cathedrals again this year 
because of the pandemic. 

Of course, there is a sense of 
disappointment.  I find it almost impossible to 
express my feelings celebrating Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil 
alone, in church, last year.  I threw myself 
into it as if there were a congregation 
present, even singing a few solos; believing 
that if it was worth doing, it was worth doing 
as well as I could.  But, ringing the bell at 
3.00pm on Good Friday, walking alone, with 
no altar servers, into the empty church is an 
experience I will never forget and would 
never hope to have to repeat.   

My own foundations to the priesthood were 
laid in the ceremonies of Holy Week, 
celebrating in my home parish of St Hugh of 
Lincoln in Stretford at an inquisitive and 
impressionable age.  I learned so much of the 
symbolism and deep meaning of each of 
those three days, celebrated by two 
exceptional priests; the Parish Priest, the late 
Fr Jim Forestall who had been a ‘Peritus’, an 
Adviser to the Bishops at the Second Vatican 
Council 1962-1965, and the Assistant Priest, 
John McNamara now retired.  They made us 
feel that these events were for the here and 
now, relevant to our everyday lives and not 
just an historical reconstruction.  And, sooner 
than later, I became the Parish’s youngest 
Lay Reader of the Scriptures at the age of 
fifteen. 

Truly, these special days are the high point of 
our year as Christians and personally mine 

too. However, this year not everyone will be 
able to attend church and many of the most 
moving elements will be missing.  But, there is 
no reason why we cannot spend prayerful 
time at home on Maundy Thursday 
remembering Jesus’ prayer in the garden of 
Gethsemane, for us to kiss our own Cross or 
Crucifix at home with reverence and love on 
Good Friday.  But, both in churches and at 
home we can still relive the wonder of God’s 
love revealed in the Paschal Mystery by 
prayer and the Scriptures.  All this because 
‘God loves the world so much’ and he still 
does! 

Every year during the Holy Week Liturgy we 
listen to two of the accounts of the Passion of 
Jesus; on Palm Sunday from Matthew, Mark 
or Luke Years A, B and C and always on 
Good Friday from the Gospel of St John.  This 
reminds us of how the Gospels came to be 
compiled and written, at different times and 
places and for early Christian communities not 
all of whom were familiar with the Jewish 
Scriptures, history and traditions of everyday 
life and worship in the Temple, Synagogue 
and at home.  

Mark’s Gospel portrays a very stark human 
abandonment of Jesus which is reversed by 
God dramatically at the end of the account.  
From the moment Jesus moves with his 
disciples to the Mount of Olives, the behaviour 
of the disciples is portrayed negatively; while 
Jesus prays they fall asleep three times, then 
Judas betrays him, Peter curses and denies 
knowledge of him.  All of them flee, one of 
them even leaving his clothes behind in order 
to escape.  The complete opposite of leaving 
all things to follow Jesus!  Both the Jewish 
and Roman Churches are presented in his 
Gospel as cynical.  Jesus hangs on the cross 
for six hours; the last three filled with human 

PARISH NOTICES 

READERS FOR HOLY WEEK SERVICES: THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 2021 

Maundy Thursday (7.00 p.m.)  Gwen Unsworth 
April 1st  

Good Friday (3.00 p.m.)  Lesley Ivory 
April 2nd Passion     Richard Simpson 
                   David Arkwright 
 Prayers (with Fr. Kevin) Christine Stott 

Easter Vigil (6.00 p.m.) Old Testament Reading 1 Matthew Hothersall 
April 3rd Old Testament Reading 2 Marie Wallace 
 Old Testament Reading 3 Claire Massingham 
 New Testament Reading Grace Baron 



Every good wish and blessing. 

mockery and amid the darkness the only 
words that are spoken by Jesus comes from 
the Psalms, “ My God, My God why have you 
forsaken me?”  A cry that is also met with 
derision.  But, the veil of the Temple is torn 
and a Roman centurion speaks,  “Truly, this 
was a son of God”. 

On Good Friday we listen to St John’s 
account, that is so very different from that of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke’s.  He portrays 
Jesus as a Sovereign who is in charge and in 
control.  Life is not taken from him, he lays 
down his life willingly to take it up again.  And 
so, in the Garden the Roman soldiers and 
Jewish police fall to the ground powerless 
before Jesus.  In front of Pontius Pilate, 
Jesus is disarmingly self-assured and he 
says to Pilate, “You have no power over me”.  
In this Gospel, Jesus carries his Cross alone 
but at Calvary he meets Mary his mother and 
St John the Beloved Disciple, symbols that 
Jesus, even in death, is leaving behind a 
family of believing disciples.  From the Cross 
his final words are not of doubt or 
abandonment but, “It is accomplished”.  It is 
Jesus who decides when he delivers his 
spirit over to death.  Even after his death 
Jesus dispenses life with blood and water 
flowing from his side, interpreted later by 
scripture, scholars and theologians as 
symbols of the waters of Baptism and the 
Blood of the Blessed Eucharist, and unlike 
other accounts, Jesus is not buried 
unpreparedly but he is buried like a king. 

These different accounts ought not to perplex 
us in their apparent contradictions, because 
they have been given to us by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, because not one alone of 
these accounts can fully attempt to describe 
or exhaust the wonder it is to know Jesus 
who Died and Rose Again for our salvation.  
Each has its own contribution to the whole 
picture of what we mean by celebrating the 
Paschal Mystery. “God loved the world so 
much” and still does today.  And, amidst the 
restrictions of the pandemic we will celebrate 
it again this Holy Week as best we can. 

Fr Kevin 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Is a day of Fasting and Abstinence for 
Catholic Christians.  A day when we eat less 
and refrain from eating meat. 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 24th March 

John Duffy (birthday anniversary); Peter 
Forshaw, lately dead; Thomas Moss 
(anniversary); Judith Hothersall, lately dead; 
and Renee Garriock, lately dead in Kendal. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also 
remember  Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, 
Kevin Croston,  Maureen Duckworth, Monica 
Dawson, Nigel Lyons, Marie Cott, Pat Burke, 
Maria Burke, Elizabeth (Betty) Bird and baby 
Arlo Thompson in the North East of England. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

In the Risen Lord to Matthew Hothersall and 
family on the death of his mother, Judith.  
R.I.P. 

WALK WITH ME 

Easter booklets and children’s calendars are 
now available. 

HOLY WEEK POSTERS 

Are available to be displayed in windows 
courtesy of The Knights of St Columba, KSC. 

BLESSED PALM CROSSES 

Will be available at the end of the 6.00pm 
and 11.15am this Sunday.  Crosses will be 
blessed at the 9.30am Mass. 

MANY THANKS AGAIN 

To our team of gardeners at Our Lady’s who 
have begun the new season of taking care of 
the grounds around the church.  Thanks to 
Judith, John, Phil and David. 

SERVICES OVER THE EASTER SEASON 

The following Services and Masses are now 
fully booked: 
Good Friday - Our Lady’s 
The Easter Vigil - Our Lady’s 
Easter Sunday - Our Lady’s 
Easter Sunday - Holy Family 

Only those booked will be able to attend. 

There are only a couple of places  for 
Maundy Thursday at Our Lady’s. 

The Stations of the Cross at Holy Family on 
Good Friday has plenty of space. 


