
THOUGHTS 

God’s Fire 
First Reading: Malachi 3:19-20a 
The sun of justice will shine on you. 

Fire burns, purifies, cooks and cleanses.  It 
can work wondrous good.  It can also cause 
unspeakable ill.  Fire is powerful, just as God 
is powerful. 

The prophet Malachi envisions the coming of 
destructive fire.  The prevalence of evil is 
widespread.  It was then and is now.  Its 
potential for wreaking havoc is extensive.  
Malachi believes, as we believe, that God is 
more powerful than evil, that God is good, and 
that God will not tolerate the evil of the world.  
We believe that in time God will set things 
right.  Evil will be punished.  We long for that 
day. 

Malachi sees that day as 
a day of fire: “The day is 
coming, blazing like an 
oven, when all the proud 
and all the evildoers will 
be stubble.”  The fire will 
rage over those who do 
wrong.  They will not 
endure.  God’s wrath will 
be stronger than their 

desire to do ill.  God will have power over 
them, even when our human frailty does not. 

There will also be fire for the good.  “For you 
who fear my name,” God says through 
Malachi, “there will arise the sun of justice 
with its healing rays.”  The fiery sun will rise in 
the east and shine with healing upon those 
who do good. 

God comes like fire.  God does not change.  
But those who do evil are like stubble.  Those 
who do good shall be healed. 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
Nov 21

st
 – Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary: this day saw the dedication in 
543 of the Church of Our Lady near to the 
Temple in Jerusalem: together with Christians 
of the East we celebrate that dedication of 
herself which Mary made to God from her 
very childhood. 

Nov 22
nd

 – St Cecilia: the “Passion of Saint 
Cecilia” was written in the 5

th
 century and tells 

that she suffered martyrdom with her husband 
and brother in the second century.  Cecilia is 
the patron saint of music and musicians. 

Nov 23
rd

 – St Clement I: Clement was the 
third Pope after St Peter, at about the end of 
the third century.  He wrote a letter to the 
Christians of Corinth to preserve peace 
among them. 
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Sunday of the Year (C)  

Today’s Gospel 

MANY THANKS   
                Last week’s collection  £1,090.71 

Response to the Psalm: The Lord comes to rule the peoples with fairness. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to stand 

with confidence before the Son of Man. 
 Alleluia! 



CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

9.30am Mass this Sunday in Our Lady’s (3rd 
Sunday of the month). 

BAPTISMS 

This weekend we welcome, in Holy Family 
Church, Harrison Joseph Cooper and Rose 
Frances Margaret Lancaster-Symes.  We 
wish them well! 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE  

HOLY SOULS 

Parish November Dead (pious) List.  Please 
make sure the names of your loved ones are 
included in the masses to be offered in both 
Churches in this month of Remembrance by 
collecting a special November List envelope 
and returning it to the church as soon as 
possible.  Details are printed on the envelope.  
The Parish Book of Remembrance (1960-
2001) will be placed on the Baptismal Font, 
near the Paschal Candle for the whole of 
November.  (The current edition from 2001 
onwards is kept in the Parish Office in the 
Presbytery.) 

There are boxes at the back of Our Lady’s 
Church, to receive both 200 Club 
Subscriptions and November (Holy Souls) 
envelopes that will be distributed this 
weekend. 

NEW YEAR 

Are you ready for the New Year?  The new 
Church Year begins on the First Sunday of 
Advent - Year A (guided by the Gospel of St. 
Matthew), the weekend of November 30th/ 
December 1st.  We have free Advent 
Calendars for the children and the very 
popular “Walk With Me” Advent Booklets 
(priced £1, please just give a donation!)  
Prayers and thoughts for Advent and the 
Christmas Season. 

POPE FRANCIS 

Will go to Thailand and Japan from 19th to 
26th November on a Pastoral Visit - 
remember to pray for the visit’s success and 
for his personal safety. 

S.V.P. 

Poinsettias will be on sale again this year (for 
home and Church) - the weekend of 
December 21st/22nd in Our Lady’s Church.  
Proceeds to support the work of the S.V.P. 

200 CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Are now due, £12 for the year.  Please renew 
your membership or join for the first time. 
Payment can be made either by cash or 
cheque.  Cheques should be made payable to 
“Our Lady’s Church”.  You can pay myself or 
place your payment in an envelope and drop it 
off either at the address below, the presbytery 
or in a box at the back of Church. 
Philip Holt, 10 Cherwell Close, Aspull 
Last year the 200 Club generated £601 
Thanks you for your support. 

OUR LADY’S & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

2019 CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE 

Hindley Hall Golf Club, Friday December 6th 
2019, Four Course Dinner, 7 for 7.30pm 

Proceeds in aid of CAFOD - tickets £25 

Please see the list at the back of Church. If 
you wish to come please enter your names 
and meal choice (Turkey or vegetarian). 

FESTIVE WREATH-MAKING WORSHOP 

In Our Lady’s School on Sunday 8th 
December from 1pm.  All free and all 
welcome. 

WORLD GIFT CATALOGUES 

Available from CAFOD, in both Churches.  
Ideas for gifts for Christmas, and throughout 
the year, that will make a real difference or 
even change lives: order online, by post or 
over the telephone. 

AUTUMN READING - For those dark 

evenings! 

History: “Prince Albert” (The man who saved 
the monarchy), A. N. Wilson (2019, hardback, 
fully illustrated, pp390). 

Novel: The latest Robert Harris - “The 
Second sleep” (2019, hardback, pp327) 

Available from Fr Kevin. 

Every good wish and blessing  

Nov 23
rd

 – St Columban: Born in Ireland in 
the middle of the sixth century.  He embraced 
the monastic life and went to France where he 
founded a number of monasteries that he 

ruled with strict discipline.  He was sentenced 
to exile, and went to Italy.  Renowned for his 
example of the Christian and religious life, he 
died in 615. 
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