
THOUGHTS 

An Act of Faith 
First Reading - Genesis 12:1-4 
“Go from your country and your kindred.” 

“Abram went.” Those two 
words may not sound like 
much, but they set in 
motion the entire story of 
God’s chosen people. 

God made a big promise to 
Abram.  God promised to 
make him the father of a 
great nation, to have his name revered in 
blessings, to side with his friends and bring an 
end to his enemies.  Who could refuse such 
an offer? 

God only asked one thing of Abram in return.  

God asked him to go. 

Abram had been living in Ur, in what is now 
Iraq.  He probably had a very comfortable 
arrangement, with property and friends and 
relatives around him. But God had other 
ideas.  God wanted Abram to inhabit another 
place, where his family could prosper in 
number, productivity and faith.  These 
blessings would be his if Abram would just go. 

Abram went.  In that simple act of obedience, 
he demonstrated the depth of his faith and the 
strength of his trust.  In that simple act, he 
became the beneficiary of God’s great 
promise.  God may be asking you to go, to 
leave some place of comfort, to cross the 
threshold of a land you do not know, to 
believe that greater promises lie beyond.  God 
needs only some sign faith and trust. 
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 2020  Second and Third Sundays of Lent (A)  
“Now is the acceptable time!” 

Gospel 

MANY THANKS   
               Last week’s collection  £950.98 
 + Standing Orders for February £354.00 

Second Sunday of Lent (8th March) 

Response to the Psalm: May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our 
hope in you. 

Gospel Acclamation Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: “This 

is my beloved Son, listen to him”. 
 Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

Third Sunday of Lent (15th March) 

Response to the Psalm: O that today you would listen to his voice; harden not 
your hearts. 

Gospel Acclamation Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 Lord, you really are the saviour of the world: give me 

living water, so that I may never get thirsty. 
 Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 



Fr KEVIN 

Will be away March 10th-16th as Priest 
Leader of the Pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal, 
for the Catholic organisation - the Catenians. 

Fr. Andrew Jolley will celebrate the weekend 
masses March 14th/15th.  Please make him 
welcome. 

CAFOD 

Many thanks to those who gave the talk at 
masses on March 1st to prepare us for Friday 
6th’s Family Fast Day and the collection in 
both Churches 7/8th (Prayer cards are 
available) -and thanks also to those who 
organised and attended the CAFOD soup/
bread lunch in Holy Family Centre on 6th 
March.  Well done everyone! 

LENT 

“A gift from our Father to renew us in spirit” 

Stations of the Cross 
Thursdays  Holy Family 7.00pm 
Friday after 9.15am Mass at Our Lady’s 

Lenten Station Masses 
Evening masses (with the opportunity for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation before Mass) in 
the Bolton Deanery 

 Wed. 11th March at St Teresa’s, Little 
Lever 

 Wed. 18th March TBA 
 MONDAY 23rd March at Sacred Heart, 

Westhoughton - Chief Celebrant: John 
Arnold, Bishop of Salford. 

 Wed. 1st April at St Ethelbert’s, Deane 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Sunday from 10.00am to shortly before 
the 11.15am Mass, in Holy Family Church. 

A few copies are available of the popular 
“Walk With Me” booklets for Lent and free 
Lenten calendars for the children. 

BLACKROD LENTEN DEVOTIONAL TALKS 

Led by the local clergy, again this year.  
Theme for Lent 2020 “Opening the Scriptures 
- Setting hearts on fire! 

11th March Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
(Methodist) 

18th March Rev Kevin Foulkes (R.C.) 
25th March Rev Shaun Swithenbank 
April 1st Rev Kevin Foulkes 

In St Katharine’s, Blackrod, 10.30am with 
refreshments and fellowship afterwards. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 
Celebration of Reconciliation for the children: 
Our Lady’s Church - March 18th 6.00pm 
Holy Family Church— March 19th 1.15pm 

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 

2020 is a year of celebration for Catholics of 
England and Wales to renew our respect, 
understanding and devotion to the Sacred 
Scriptures, where God speaks to his people 
today. 

Every good wish and blessing  

PARISH NOTICES 

THOUGHTS (3rd Sunday of Lent) 

Water in the Desert 
First Reading - Exodus 17: 3-7 
“The people thirsted there for water; and the 
people complained against Moses.” 

In the desert of our lives there are plenty of 
complaints.  Bills are too high.  Friends are 
too few.  Health is too frail.  Faith is too weak.  
In the desert of our lives there is plenty of 
blame.  Our leaders are unconcerned.  
Children are too demanding.  Society is sinful.  
Life is not fair. 
In the desert, the people of Israel grumble 
against Moses.  They have too little water, 
and they are blaming Moses.  Moses blames 
God, and asks for some divine intervention. 
God promises Moses, “I will stand in front of 
you on the rock.”  Moses strikes that rock, and 

water gushes forth.  Life 
brings its share of 
struggle.  We sometimes 
rebel against God even 
while we stand in the very 
place where God has 
invited us to be.  We 
forget that God has given 
us life, has entered into 
covenant with us, and 
stands ever before us.  So we complain.  We 
may not realise that we are standing right at 
the water for which we thirst. 
The discomforts of your life will not be hard to 
name.  Have you brought some of them on 
yourself?  Has God placed some of them in 
your path?  Do you trust that God stands with 
you, water at the ready?  From where will that 
water come? 

Gospel 


