
 

Our Lady’s R.C. Primary School 

 

KS1 Phonics and Reading 

 

Our reading resources are taken from a wide variety of published schemes, colour banded to 

aid progression in reading skills. Teaching in phonics follows the Letters and Sounds 

programme. 

Phonics 

At Our Lady’s Phonics is taught daily from Reception to Year 2, however it may continue to be 

taught across school to ensure that all children receive a good understanding of phonics to 

support their reading. Children will learn different phonemes (sounds) and graphemes 

(letters), to enable them to segment and blend words for reading. 

At Our Lady's we follow the 'Letters and Sounds' teaching approach, which has six phases. 

Phase 1 

Children start at Phase One as they enter into Reception. Phase one falls largely within the 

Communication, Language and Literacy area of the Early Years Foundation Stage. It supports 

children in their ability to listen attentively, enlarge their vocabulary, speak confidently and 

discriminate phonemes. Phase One is arranged into seven aspects which focus on, general 

sound discrimination- environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm 

and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral blending and segmenting. 

Phase 2 

By the end of Term 1, most children will be secure in these sounds. They will be blending 

(synthesising) and orally segmenting simple CVC words. The purpose of this phase is to teach 

19 letters and move children on from oral blending and segmentation to blending and 

segmentation with letters. By the end of this phase children should be able to read some CVC 

words and to spell them using magnetic letters or by writing the letters they need to make 

words. During this phase children will be introduced to some “tricky” words which must be 

learned as sight vocabulary. 
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Phase 3 

Children entering Phase Three will know around 19 letters and will be able to blend phonemes 

to read CVC words and segment CVC words to spell. The purpose of this phase is to teach 

another 25 graphemes, most of them comprising of two letters (e.g. oa), and some comprising 

of three letter (e.g. igh). The aim here is that children will be able to represent 42 phonemes 

(sounds) by a grapheme (written letter/combination of letters).  In this phase children will 

learn letter names and will be introduced to more “tricky” words. 

 

Phase 4 

Children entering phase Four will be able to represent each of the 42 phonemes by a 

grapheme, and will be able to blend and segment CVC words. The will know letter names and 

will be able to read and spell some tricky words. The purpose of this Phase is to consolidate 

children’s knowledge of language and word patterns. 

Phase 5 

Phase Five is taught throughout Year One. In this phase children broaden their knowledge of 

graphemes and phonemes for use in reading and spelling. They also learn new graphemes 

and some alternative pronunciations for graphemes they already know. Children will become 

quicker at recognising high frequency and “tricky” words and will read and spell these 

correctly. 
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Phase 6 

Phase Six is taught throughout Year 2. By the beginning of Phase Six, children should know 

most of the grapheme/phoneme correspondences and should be able to read hundreds of 

words through three approaches: 

1. Reading words automatically 

2. Decoding them quickly and silently because their blending and segmenting routine is 

now well established 

3. Decoding them aloud. 

Children’s spelling should be phonetically accurate although it may still be a little 

unconventional at times. During this phase children become fluent readers and increasingly 

accurate spellers. 

Phonics Screening 

Each year, children in Year 1 will take a Phonics Screening Test to assess their phonic 

knowledge. This takes place in school during the month of June. Children who do not achieve 

the required standard in the test may need to be assessed again during Year 2. 

 

Reading 

At Our Lady’s R.C. Primary School, reading is promoted as an intrinsic part of teaching and 
learning; it forms a pivotal part of our curriculum. We believe that learning to read and 
reading for pleasure transforms children’s lives. 

Early Reading 

Children practise reading using fully decodable books that are closely matched to their 
developing phonic level. We draw upon a range of texts which are supplemented with a 
number of books from different schemes. Reading books are closely matched to the phonics 
programme and are grouped accordingly. 

In Key Stage 1, teacher-led guided reading sessions take place weekly in small groups. Children 
read a carefully selected engaging text over two sessions. The focus of the first session is on 
the three key components of reading fluency: 

 accuracy 

 automaticity (rapid recall of whole known words) 

 prosody (reading with expression) 

The second session returns to the text and challenges the children to explore the content of 
the book; for example; looking at vocabulary choices, word meaning and retrieving key 
information. 

Once children become fluent readers, a range of books is provided to allow children to engage 
in more lengthy discussions about the content of the book to deepen their understanding and 
broaden their vocabulary. 



 

Children are encouraged to read at home every day and all classes take part in a range of 

reading challenges to promote daily reading.  Research shows that children who read daily 
develop reading fluency at a more rapid rate and become more confident, eloquent writers. 
We aspire to this for all our children. 

Love of reading 

We give children the best start we can by teaching them to read as soon as possible so that 
they can develop a love of reading that will provide them with the skills they need for the 
future. 

Right from the beginning of their time at Our Lady’s, children access a range of high quality 
engaging texts across a range of genres. 

Strong links with local authors, combined with workshops and assemblies further promote 

that love of reading to the children at Our Lady’s. 

We also have a dedicated library area and all classes have access to this throughout the week. 

Accelerated Reader 

All children in Key Stage 2 have the opportunity to change their reading book on completion 

of an AR quiz. Independent reading occurs daily and may be supported by a member of staff 

where children require additional help or support. 

When children have read their book they will take a small, fun and interactive quiz to assess 

their understanding. A score will be logged and used as part of our continual assessment of 

your child’s progress in reading. 

In addition to regularly sharing reading across the curriculum, all children in Y2 and Y6 have 

regular access to SATs resources and materials in preparation for end of year tests. 

Furthermore, group/ whole class reading with the teacher / TA / small group of peers takes 

place daily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 1 

Timeline of Phonics Teaching Expectations 

Nursery  

Term 1 Letters and Sounds Phase 1, Aspect 1-3 

Term 2 Letters and Sounds Phase 1, Aspect 4-6 

Term 3 Letters and Sounds Phase 1, Aspect 7 

Reception 

Term 1 Letters and Sounds Phase 2 
By the end of Term 1, most children will be secure in these sounds. They will 
be blending (synthesising) and orally segmenting simple CVC words. 
December – First assessment 

Term 2 Letters and Sounds Phase 3 
Most children are secure to the end of Phase 3, knowing the basic digraphs 
and long vowel sounds. 
March – Second assessment 

Term 3 Letters and Sounds Phase 3 continued 
Period of consolidation of the 42 graphemes through blending and 
segmenting CCVC and CVCC words with consonant clusters. 
Introduction of Phase 4 for more able children. 
June – Third assessment 

Year 1 

Term 1 Review of Phase 3 graphemes and consolidation of the 42 graphemes 
through blending and segmenting CCVC and CVCC words with consonant 
clusters as Phase 4 of Letters and Sounds. 
Phase 4 begins. 
N.B. Children who are not working at Phase 4 in Term 1 will be identified and 
provision plans developed to better meet their needs. 
Teaching of Phase 5 continues. 
December – First assessment 

Term 2 Continue Phase 5 begins 
March – Second assessment 

Term 3 Continue Phase 5 teaching 
Introduction to Phase 6 for more able children. 
June – Third assessment – Phonic Screener 

Year 2 

Term 1 Most children will begin Year 2 secure in Phase 5 of L&S. By the beginning of 
Phase Six, children should know most of the common grapheme- phoneme 
correspondences (GPCs). 
Continue teaching 1 new sound a week plus the alternative spelling of the 
phoneme. 
December – First assessment 

Term 2 Add the suffixes -s or –es 
Add the suffixes -ing, -ed, -s, -er, -est, -y, -en to words ending with 'e'. 
Add the suffixes -ing, -ed, -s, -er, -est, -y, -en to words ending with 'y'. 
Add the suffixes -ing, -ed, -s, -er, -est, -y, -en to words ending with 'a single 
consonant. 
Add suffixes -ing, -ed, -ful, -ly, -est, -er, -ment, -ness, -en. 
March – Second assessment 

Term 3 Continue to spell words containing the above suffixes 
Have opportunities to decide whether to use ant or ent, ance or ence. 
Practise homophones 
June – Third assessment 

Year 3 

Term 1,2,3 Continue to revise Phase 5 and 6 phonics and spellings from gaps identified 
in assessments. 

 


