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Response to the Psalm: Here I am, Lord!  I come to do your will. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:  you have the 

message of eternal life. 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page, WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

The Second Sunday of the Year, Readings 
Year B 

This Sunday’s Gospel, John chapter 1, verses 
35-42, tells us something of the call of the 
earliest of the disciples who,  after sharing the 
Lord’s public ministry; the shame and fear of 
his Passion; Death and Burial and then the 
precious days of his Resurrection 
appearances; crowned with the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, were transformed  
into Apostles sent out, commissioned to 
preach the Gospel.  Perhaps this weekend’s 
Gospel is an invitation to us to reflect and give 
thanks for wherever we are on our own 
journey of faith.  It begs the question are we 
both disciples and apostles with a missionary 
spirit, or are we content to celebrate our own 
belonging but reluctant, or lacking the 
confidence, to share the message with 
others? 

In the world in which we live, those who take 
their faith seriously are often misrepresented 
by politicians and in the media, so often 
through ignorance of the importance of faith 
and its practice in the lives of billions of good 
people of different faiths throughout the world, 
wanting to relegate it to people’s private lives.  
They forget that in this country and many 
others our society, law and customs are 
based on the Christian Gospel that first 
reached these islands with the Romans -   
there is ample archaeological evidence of this 
even in Manchester - but, more thoroughly 
with the Celtic missionaries from what we now 
call Ireland and Scotland who journeyed all 
over Europe founding churches and 
monasteries and fostering education; then the 

mission of St Augustine, sent to Kent in 597 
by Pope St Gregory the Great. 

We can be called “Bible bashers”, “Holy 
Joes”, “God botherers” and yet our faith in 
Jesus Christ is something very beautiful and 
precious that enhances and fulfils our human 
dignity.  It needs both encouragement and 
nourishment through the study of the 
Scriptures, prayer, public worship, or it may 
wither and die.  What openness and joy was 
the welcome given by Samuel to his calling 
from the Lord in this weekend’s First Reading, 
and Paul’s words to the early Christians in the 
Second Reading reminded them and us of the 
concrete nature of our faith.  It is not merely 
words, but an utter transformation in our lives 
and our values described again and again 
throughout the New Testament as ‘loving one 
another’. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons, Marie Cott and Elizabeth (Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received: 
• James Wimsey 
• Tony and Phyllis Cochrane 
• Hilary Gavin 
• Mary, George and Robert Dittman 
• Frank Makinson 
• in thanksgiving for a baby’s safe arrival. 

LATELY DEAD 

Sheila Barton and Bernard Raffo. 

PARISH NOTICES 

under the Emperor Diocletian between 303 
and 305: it was at this time that Sebastian, a 
native of Milan, was martyred in Rome. 

21st January - St Agnes:  martyred at the 
age of twelve or thirteen, according to St 
Ambrose, around the year 300. 

22nd January - St Vincent: deacon and 
martyr from Saragossa in Spain. Vincent died 
in the persecution under Emperor Diocletian; 
as St Augustine says: “The flesh suffered and 
the Spirit spoke; and when the Spirit spoke, 
not only was impiety overcome, but weakness 
itself strengthened.” 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

19th January - St Wulstan: Wulstan was 
born in Warwickshire about 1008, and died in 
1095.  He became a Benedictine monk of the 
cathedral priory of Worcester, but in 1062 
was appointed bishop, and was one of the 
few Anglo-Saxons in high office to survive 
the Norman invasion of 1066, such was his 
reputation for learning, holiness and pastoral 
ability.  He was renowned as a confessor, his 
care for the poor and sick and for the high 
standards he demanded of his clergy. 

20th January - St Sebastian: The last great 
persecution of the Christians in Rome was 



Every good wish and blessing. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Joan Coleman, Bill Fury, Mary, George and 
Robert Dittman, Hilary Gavin, Stan Bethell 
and priest of the Diocese Tom Manley. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

1. To the family of the late Sheila Barton of 
Whelley who died at home surrounded by 
her four daughters.  Her Requiem Mass will 
be celebrated in Holy Family Church on 
Monday 25th January at 11.00am prior to 
interment at Gidlow Cemetery. Her 
husband Jacky’s funeral was celebrated in 
Holy Family Church in April 2016. 

2. To the Raffo and Fraser families of 
Manchester, Lincolnshire and France on 
the death of Bernard Raffo, Fr Kevin’s 
cousin, in Lincolnshire on January 11th 
aged 90 years.  His wife Jo’s (Mary 
Josephine) Funeral Mass was celebrated 
by Fr Kevin on December 15th 2020 in St 
Dunstan’s, Moston prior to interment in 
Moston’s Catholic Cemetery of St Joseph.  
Plans are being made for a similar 
arrangement in due course for Bernard. 

Requiescant in Pace. 

Celebrations of Mass depend on the 
regulation in place at the time.  

MANY THANKS 

To all those who continue to support the 
Parish financially, especially those who take 
seriously their responsibility for and 
commitment to the church fifty-two weeks of 
the year and not just for the Sundays they 
attend Mass. 

Recently a few more parishioners have set up 
Standing Orders payable directly into the 
Parish Bank Account. 

Recent totals: November £436; December 
£444. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

Since the first lockdown Fr Kevin and our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion have 
been unable to take Holy Communion to the 
sick, the housebound and into our local Care 
Homes.  If you would like to take Communion 
to a sick or housebound member of your 
family, in your bubble, then please see Fr 
Kevin to make arrangements. 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 

UNITY 

18th to 25th January and concludes on the 
Feast Day of the Conversion of St. Paul.  

We give thanks for the progress made at all 
levels in recent decades. 

COVID MESSAGE FROM THE DIOCESE 

Issued on Monday 11th January 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement 
on 4th January, England has moved into a 
national lockdown. Churches will remain 
open for private prayer and the celebration 
of Mass.  

However, the safety of our communities 
remains our priority. Please do not mix in 
church with those who aren’t in your 
household bubble, gather at the end of Mass 
and unless you are exempt, please wear a 
face covering when attending a church 
building. 

It is also important to remember that the 
Sunday obligation continues to be lifted and, if 
you are shielding or do not feel safe going to 
Mass, you can still live out your faith and build 
Church at home through Spiritual 
Communion. 

We have a list of resources which can 
help you to do this here 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

The 9.30am Sunday Mass is on-line. It can be 
accessed via the Parish Facebook page or by 
using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that and on the 
Parish Website. 

The Mass will be available from about 1.00pm 
each Sunday. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

To find the times of live stream Masses at St 
Vincent’s this week, go to their website http://
stvincentsbolton.org/ 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/


CALLING YOUNG ARTISTS! 

THE LAUDATO SI CENTRE NEEDS YOU 

Issued Thursday 14th January 2021 on the 
Salford Diocese website 

We are calling on young artists from schools 
around the diocese to get creative to draw, 
illustrate or paint the Laudato Si Centre’s 
new logo. 

The Diocese of Salford is home to the 
Laudato Si Centre, which, when open, will 
welcome visitors to learn about protecting 
our planet, and will encourage us all to share 
actions and ideas ’to protect our common 
home’ following on from the letter that Pope 
Francis wrote to every person on the planet – 
‘Laudato Si’. 

WHO CAN TAKE PART 

You must attend a school in our diocese. We 
will have three age groups. There will be 
three prizes: two runner ups and one overall 
prize. Each prize winner will receive a 
bookshop voucher for £15 and the overall 
winner’s logo will be digitally transformed and 
turned into the Laudato Si Centre logo. 

•   Key Stage 1 

•   Key Stage 2 

• Key Stage 3 

WHAT TO DO 

We would like you to draw a logo based on 
what the Laudato Si Centre means to you.  

HOW 

We would like you to paint/draw/colour what 
you think our new logo should look like. 
Please note that this should not be produced 
digitally.  

WHAT NEXT 

The winning design will be transformed into a 
digital design which will be front and centre 
at our Laudato Si Centre. 

Please send all entries to: 
lisa.heywood@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

by 12pm on Friday 12th February 2021. 

Entries after this date and time will not be 
accepted. Please ensure your entries include 
the entrant’s name, age and a school 
contact. A template to help you do this is 
attached. 

A panel will judge the entries and 
announce the winners and runners up on 
1st March and the winning entry will then 
be transformed into the digital logo. 

Link to Competition Brief 

Link to Competition Entry Template  

CTRL click to open the links 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/LSC-competition-brief-final-13208.pdf
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/final-LSC-competition-template-w-square3207.docx

