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February 6th/7th 2021  Fifth Sunday of the Year (B)  

Response to the Psalm: Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 I am the light of the world, says the Lord, anyone who 

follows me will have the light of life. 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

Elizabeth Prout - Mother Mary Joseph 
Foundress of the Sisters of the Cross and 
Passion  

Elizabeth Prout was born in Shrewsbury in 
1820.  Her parents baptised her in the 
Anglican Church and in her early twenties she 
became a Catholic.  She moved to 
Manchester in 1849. There, touched by the 
misery and deprivation of the poor, she and a 
few companions came together to form the 
community to help workers in the large 
industrial towns of nineteenth century northern 
England.   

She has been described by Bishop Mark 
Davies of Shrewsbury as the ‘Mother Teresa 
of Manchester’.  The community was directed 
and helped by two Passionist priests, Fr Rossi 
and Fr Ignatius Spencer.  The Rule they 
followed was based on that of St Paul of the 
Cross, founder of the Passionists three 
hundred years ago this November.   

Elizabeth recognised that the Passion of 
Jesus is the great sign of God’s love, reaching 
out to those in pain.  By now, known as 
Mother Mary Joseph, Elizabeth continued to 
meet the challenges presented to her in her 
life, working for the deprived and for the 
education of the poor children and for her to 
grow in solidarity with the crucified of the 
world.   

She died 11th January 1864 at Sutton, St 
Helens.  Her body, together with that of 
Blessed Dominic Barberi (he received John 

Henry Newman into the Church, later Cardinal 
and now Saint John Henry Newman) and Fr 
Ignatius Spencer (distant relative of Princess 
Diana), lies in the Shrine of St Anne’s Church, 
Sutton, St Helens, where there is an annual 
commemorative pilgrimage. 

Fr Archbishop Malcolm McMahon of Liverpool 

“Recently, the Holy See declared Mother 
Elizabeth Prout, Foundress of the Sisters of 
the Cross and Passion, to be Venerable.  The 
Holy Father, in an audience with the Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, 
authorised the same Congregation to 
promulgate a decree recognising the heroic 
virtues of this Servant of God. She is buried in 
the Archdiocese of Liverpool and it was in the 
Archdiocese that the cause of her sainthood 
was opened in 1994.  The Archbishop writes, 
“I am delighted that the Holy See has further 
recognised the holiness of Mother Elizabeth 
Prout.  She made a significant contribution to 
the Church and the people of England and 
further afield in education and health care, 
and the sisters of the Congregation she 
founded continued to show that care for the 
Catholic Church and those in need.  This will 
be joyful news for the Cross and Passion 
family, and I am sure that our prayers, as an 
Archdiocese, are with them as their 
Foundress is recognised in this way.  Let us 
pray, also, that the Shrine at Sutton, St 
Helens, will be a place of prayer for her 
eventual canonisation.” 

Fr Kevin 

PARISH NOTICES 

modern victims of slavery, exploitation and 
trafficking. 

10th February – St Scholastica: Born in 
Umbria, Italy around 480; she embraced 
religious life in 5th Century Italy and, like her 
brother St Benedict and the Rule he inspired, 
she became a religious foundress of 
Benedictine nuns, who live their particular 
vocation.  She ended her days at Monte 
Cassino in the year 547. 

11th February – Our Lady of Lourdes: We 
remember the apparitions to Bernadette 
Soubirous near Lourdes in France, in the 
grotto of Massabielle, of the Immaculate 
Mother Mary in 1858 with the message of 
penance, healing and pilgrimage.  That day is 
now a universal day of prayer for the sick. 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

8th February – St Jerome Emiliani: like 
other saints, Jerome started adult life as a 
soldier, but after capture and imprisonment 
he left his military career and began to serve 
the poor; in 1532 he founded the “Order of 
Clerks Regular of Somaschi” to serve the 
poor and needy.  He died in 1537. 

8th February – St Josephine Bakhita: born 
in Sudan in 1869, she was kidnapped, sold 
as a slave and taken to Italy.  There she 
became a Catholic, and entered the Institute 
of St Mary Magdalene of Canossa, where 
she took part in the community life of prayer, 
cooking, sewing, embroidery and attending 
to the door.  Her humility, her simplicity and 
her constant smile won the hearts of all the 
citizens.  She died on February 8th, 1947.  
She is a Patron Saint now invoked to protect 



Every good wish and blessing. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons, Marie Cott, Pat Burke and Elizabeth 
(Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received: 
• John Durkin 
• Agatha Brown (birthday remembrance) 
• Ron Hields 
• Bernard Raffo 
• Florence Westwood 
• Antonia and Thomas Mason (birthday 

anniversaries) 

LATELY DEAD 

John Durkin, Ron Hields, Florence Westwood, 
Fr Martin Jakubas, priest of Arundel and 
Brighton Diocese, classmate of Fr. Kevin,   
Dom Alban Crossley O.S.B. (Ampleforth 
Abbey) and Captain Sir Tom Moore. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

 To the family of the late John Durkin of 
Bromley Cross, Bolton.  Active member of 
the SVP.  His Requiem Mass will be at St 
John’s, Bromley Cross on Thursday 
February 11th, the Feast Day of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, 1.00pm. 

 To Lisa and Kevin Singleton (formerly 
Woodworth) of Little Scotland, Blackrod, on 
the death of her brother-in-law, Ron Hields, 
in Yorkshire 

R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Joseph West, Marie Cusani, Gertrude Moore 
(former headteacher of Our Lady’s School), 
Margaret Dickson, Anne Spencer, Hugh 
Hawkins and priests of the Diocese: Fred 
Watson and Joseph Knight. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

”STAYING AT HOME - PRAYING AT HOME 

The Diocesan website has  compiled a list of 
resources which you may find useful in 
helping you if you need to stay at home or feel 
safer staying at home.  They are available via 
this link 

www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-
resources/ 

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE 

ELDERLY 

Following the Angelus on Sunday, Pope 
Francis announced the institution of World 
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which 
will take place each year on the fourth Sunday 
in July, close to the feast of St Joachim and St 
Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. 

Recalling the upcoming feast of the 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple – when 
the elderly Simeon and Anna encountered the 
child Jesus and recognized Him as the 
Messiah – Pope Francis said, “the Holy Spirit 
even today stirs up thoughts and words of 
wisdom in the elderly.” The voice of the 
elderly “is precious,” he said, “because it sings 
the praises of God and preserves the roots of 
the peoples.” 

The elderly, he continued, “remind us that old 
age is a gift and that grandparents are the link 
between the different generation, to pass on 
to the young the experience of life.” 

The elderly must not be forgotten 

The Holy Father said he instituted the World 
Day of Grandparents and the Elderly because 
“grandparents are often forgotten, and we 
forget this wealth of preserving roots and 
passing on” what the elderly have received. 

He emphasized the importance of 
grandparents and grandchildren getting to 
know one another, because, “as the prophet 
Joel says, grandparents, seeing their 
grandchildren, dream,” while “young people, 
drawing strength from their grandparents, will 
go forward and prophesy.” 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

The 9.30am Sunday Mass is on-line. It can be 
accessed via the Parish Facebook page or by 
using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that and on the 
Parish Website. 

The Mass will be available from about 1.00pm 
each Sunday. 
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