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Unfortunately, the churches will not be open 
for  private prayers, in line with further 
Government instructions and those from the 
Bishops’ Conference, for the foreseeable 
future.  
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May 3
rd

 2020  Fourth Sunday of Easter (A)  

Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my own 

sheep and my own know me. 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Online Resources – Stay at Home, Pray at Home  

From the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford 

Following the statement from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales which has 
announced a temporary suspension of public worship and closure of churches following the 
Government announcement on Monday 23rd March, we have compiled this list of resources to 
help parishioners in our diocese through these uncertain times.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook @SaintPatricWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHT FOR THE DAY - 3rd MAY 

When we celebrate the fourth Sunday of the 
Easter Season.  For many years it has been 
known as Good Shepherd Sunday because 
the Readings for the three year cycle are 
taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel of 
St John.  It has been, also, an occasion for 
priests to be encouraged to share something 
of their own journey of faith and their own 
understanding of their personal vocation to 
Jesus, The Good Shepherd.  It is perhaps one 
of the loveliest images we have of Jesus, as 
the Good Shepherd, but perhaps one of the 
most tender is in John’s Gospel when Mary 
Magdalene waits at the tomb looking for 
Jesus, presuming that the body has been 
stolen.  Jesus speaks to her but she does not 
recognise him.  She presumes he is the 
gardener and asks him has he removed the 
body of Jesus but when he uses her name, 
Mary, as he speaks to her, she recognises 
him then, and that reminds us of Jesus’ own 
teaching of the Good Shepherd from the tenth 
chapter of John’s Gospel that, “I know my own 
sheep and my own know me.  He calls his 
own sheep and leads them out, they follow 
Him, they know his voice.”  Included in the 
Gospel Reading for this Sunday is perhaps 
the easiest piece of Scripture that we can 
remember, and quote, the tenth chapter of 
John’s Gospel, Chapter 10 verse 10.  Jesus 
says, “I came that they might have life and 
have it to the full”.  Now we too recognise the 
voice of Jesus when he speaks to us and we 
are missing the real presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist, in Holy Communion at Mass, with 
our churches still closed but he is also really 
present whenever we read ourselves, or listen 
to the Readings of scripture by others in 
church, at home or on-line.  And perhaps in 
this year that the Bishops in this country wish 
us to re-evaluate and rediscover the beauty of 
the sacred Scriptures, God speaking his word 
to us, it’s perhaps a challenge for us to 
rediscover that real presence of Jesus while 
we are deprived of his real presence in the 
Blessed Eucharist in Holy Communion, to 
believe that Jesus is truly speaking to us and 
is present to us whenever we open the 
scriptures because, John 10:10 tells us that 
Jesus says, “I came that they might have life 
and have it to the full.” 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received and celebrated: 
Paddy McAllister 
Margaret Joynt 

MANY THANKS FROM Fr KEVIN 

To those who have posted their church 
collection envelopes through the Presbytery 
front door, for telephone calls, messages and 
home baking that people have supplied; all 
well received at this time. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

To the family of Bill Wright. He and his late 
wife Barbara were great supporters of the 
Aspull and Haigh Historical Society both 
before and after they moved to Our Lady’s 
Meeting Room, for their regular monthly 
meeting. 

Also, to the family of the late Max Finney who 
lived for a short time in Our Lady’s Parish and 
was a regular at Our Lady’s Church. 

BISHOP JOHN ‘PHONED Fr KEVIN 

He has been telephoning all the priests of the 
Diocese to find out how they are doing.  He is 
very concerned for the welfare of his priests.  
Fr Kevin was able to ask him how he was as 
he is living on his own at Wardley Hall in 
Swinton.  Fr Kevin was able to describe to him 
the many aspects of the tremendous 
community spirit there is in the area of mutual 
support.  He was very interested to learn 
about what was going on around the parish.  
He was distressed when Fr Kevin told him  of 
the death of one of our Ministers of 
Communion, Kevin McNamara. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week 
3rd to 9th May -  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 

Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

PARISH NOTICES 



HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAM SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open your internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNIONS 

In these times when we cannot attend mass 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

PARISH FACEBOOK 

The Parish Facebook page to cover both 
parishes can be found by searching Facebook 
for - Our Lady’s R.C. Church, Aspull or 
@ourladyschurchaspull 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 
their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally, then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

If you are happy to volunteer to make calls to 
the lonely and isolated then let Kevin know, 
leave your number and which area you live in, 
Aspull, New Springs or Blackrod, he will link 
you up with someone in your locality. 

Email: kevin.kmriley@outlook.com 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Until we have sorted out the problems with 
setting up a Standing Order can we suggest 
that you write a cheque monthly to cover your 
regular collection and post it to Fr. Kevin.  
Alternatively, wait until the end of the 
lockdown and write a single cheque to cover 
the whole amount. 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Until this emergency is over and normality 
resumes, future Newsletters will be available 
on-line via the Parish link on Our Lady’s 
School website.  It is also now available via 
The Holy Family School website http://
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk/   or it can be 
emailed directly to you if you let Kevin Riley 
have your email address, which will only be 
used to keep you informed of Parish matters. 
Items for the newsletter to Fr. Kevin by 
Wednesday (a.m.) or to Kevin Riley (01204 
695017) by early Wednesday, please.  Please 
let us know of any significant events such as 
births, anniversaries, etc so we can keep the 
parish community informed. 

A PRAYER TO COMBAT THE CORONAVIRUS 

PANDEMIC 

Most Merciful and Triune God, 
We come to You in our weakness. 
We come to You in our fear. 
We come to You with trust. 
For You alone are our hope. 

We place before You the disease present in 
our world. 
We turn to You in our time of need. 

Bring wisdom to doctors. 
Give understanding to scientists. 
Endow caregivers with compassion and 
generosity. 
Bring healing to those who are ill. 
Protect those who are most at risk. 
Give comfort to those who have lost a loved 
one. 
Welcome those who have died into Your 
Eternal Home. 

Stabilize our communities. 
Unite us in our compassion. 
Remove all fear from our hearts. 
Fill us with confidence in Your care. 

(You can mention your particular concerns 
and prayers at this point) 

Jesus, I trust in You. 
Jesus, I trust in You. 
Jesus, I trust in You. 

Amen. 

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk/
http://www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk/


Every good wish and blessing. 

Something to do to fill in your time.  

  

They can be found in church 

Across 
2.  The metal censer, suspended on chains, in 

which incense is burned 
7.  A new one of these is lit every year at the 

Easter Saturday Vigil (7,6) 
8.   Provides the music for us to sing to 
10. The gold cup or goblet used to hold wine for 

consecration 
15. A sculpture of a holy person e.g. Mary, a saint 

etc 
16. The cabinet or safe for keeping the pyx or 

ciborium in 
17. Holds the water for Baptism 
18. The area around the altar 
21. The celebrant at Mass 

Down 
1. The congregation sit on one of these 
3.  It has the words of the hymns in it (4,4) 
4.  A small space inside a church for prayer and 

worship 
5.  The consecrated bread for communion 
6.  Ring this to let us know mass is about to begin 
9.  The passage between rows of benches 
10. A cross with the image of Christ on it 
11. Light one of these and say a prayer 
12. Central part of a church 
13. Where the priest prepares for mass and keeps 

the vestments etc. 
14. The table on which bread and wine are 

consecrated 
19. We make this sign at the start of our prayers 
20. The readers stand behind this 


