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January 9th/10th 2021  The Feast of Our Lord’s Baptism  
and the official end of the Christmas Season 

Response to the Psalm: The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 The heavens opened and the Father’s voice resounded: 

“This is my Son, the Beloved.  Listen to him.” 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page, WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

I have always been a little reluctant to take 
down the tree, crib and decorations in the 
Presbytery and this Sunday does mark the 
official end of the Church’s Season of 
Christmas.  

Other Christian Churches will celebrate for 
longer, even leaving the manger scene in 
church for a full forty days until the Feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple, 
Candlemas Day on February 2nd. 

Most of us settle for the twelve days of 
Christmas.  These twelve were explained in 
one of my Christmas cards this year produced 
by the Aid to the Church In Need Charity and 
written by Phil Johnson. 

“A tradition has emerged of linking the song of 
the Twelve Days to Catholic doctrines.  Some 
claim that this dates back to recusant times, 
when Catholic teachings could not be taught 
openly, but there is no evidence of this.  
However, the idea has become popular in 
recent years, and it is all part of the folklore 
that is part of Christmas…” 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 

1st day - A partridge in a pear-tree (refers to 
Christ, truly present in the Eucharist) 

2nd day - Two Turtle Doves (refers to the Old 
and New Testaments) 

3rd day - Three French Hens (refers to the 
three theological virtues: Faith, Hope and 
Charity) 

4th day - Four Calling Birds (refers to the Four 
Gospel writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John) 

5th day - Five Gold Rings (refers to the five 
books of the Old Testament: Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 

6th day - Six Geese a-laying (refers to the six 
days of Creation) 

7th day - Seven Swans a-swimming (refers to 
the seven Sacraments: Baptism, Penance, 
Confirmation, Holy Communion, Anointing the 
sick, Holy Orders, Matrimony) 

8th day - Eight Maids a-milking (refers to the 
eight Beatitudes: Blessed are the poor in 
Spirit; Blessed are those who mourn; Blessed 
are the meek; Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness; Blessed are the 
merciful; Blessed are the pure in heart; 
Blessed are the peacemakers; Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness) 

9th day - Nine Ladies dancing (refers to the 
nine fruits of the Holy Spirit, as listed in 
Galatians 5:22: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control) 

10th day - Ten Lords a-leaping (refers to the 
Ten Commandments) 

11th day - Eleven Pipers piping (refers to the 
eleven faithful Apostles, i.e. the original 
Twelve minus Judas) 

12th day - Twelve Drummers drumming 
(refers to the twelve points of doctrine in the 
Apostle’s Creed)  

Despite everything, I hope and pray the 
season has been a blessing to everyone. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons, Marie Cott and Elizabeth (Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received: 
• James Curran 
• Margaret Moore 
• On Sundays and major Holy Days Mass is 

offered then for the people of the Parish. 

PARISH NOTICES 

became Abbot.  He is celebrated for his 
Spiritual writings, especially on Christian 
friendship. 

13
th

 January – St Hilary: Fourth century 
Bishop of Poitiers (France) who died in exile 
as a defender of the faith against heresy.  

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

On Monday we begin six weeks of 
“ORDINARY TIME” with green vesture until 
Lent begins on February 17th.  The weekday 
Readings are from Week 1 and Year 1. 

12
th

 January – St Aelred of Rievaulx: of 
Rievaulx Abbey in Yorkshire where he 



Every good wish and blessing. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Emily West, May Whittaker, George Cott, Billy 
Youds, Frank Makinson, Joe and Agnes 
Sheriff, Margaret Daniels, John Molloy, 
Catherine McGovern, Guy Harkin, George 
Sudworth, Arthur Hesketh, Phyllis and Tony 
Cochrane, Margaret Moore and priests of the 
Diocese Gerard Duffy, Joe Duggan, Aidan 
O’Reilly and Michael Child. 

HYMN FOR THE FEAST DAY 

To the tune of “All people that on Earth do 
dwell”. 

When Jesus comes to be baptized, 
He leaves the hidden years behind, 
The years of safety and of peace. 
To bear the sins of all mankind. 

The Spirit of the Lord comes down, 
Anoints the Christ to suffering, 
To preach the word, to free the bound, 
And to the mourner, comfort bring. 
 
Our everlasting Father, praise, 
With Christ, his well-beloved Son, 
Who with the Spirit reigns serene, 
Untroubled Trinity in One.  

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME 

Since the first lockdown Fr Kevin and our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion have 
been unable to take Holy Communion to the 
sick, the housebound and into our local Care 
Homes.  If you would like to take Communion 
to a sick or housebound member of your 
family, in your bubble, then please see Fr 
Kevin to make arrangements. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

To find the times of live stream Masses at St 
Vincent’s this week, go to their website http://
stvincentsbolton.org/ 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

The 9.30am Sunday Mass is on-line. It can be 
accessed via the Parish Facebook page or by 
using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that and on the 
Parish Website. 

The Mass will be available from about 1.00pm 
each Sunday. 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group, contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.  When posting to this group do not forget 
to end your message with your name so we 
all know who you are.  Thank you. 

PARISH FACEBOOK 

The Parish Facebook page, to cover both 
parishes, can be found by searching 
Facebook for - Our Lady’s R.C. Church, 
Aspull or @ourladyschurchaspull 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Is available on-line via the Parish links on Our 
Lady’s School website and the Holy Family 
School. Alternatively, it can be emailed 
directly to you if you let Kevin Riley have your 
email address, which will only be used to keep 
you informed of Parish matters.  It is also 
available via the Parish WhatsApp group. 

No paper copies of the Newsletter will be 
available for those attending Mass.   

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/

