
CLOSURE OF CHURCHES 

In line with Government instructions Our 
Lady’s and Holy Family churches will not be 
open for private prayer for the foreseeable 
future.  We will, of course, let you know when 
they reopen. 

Parish Priest Fr Kevin Foulkes 
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road  
 Aspull  
 Wigan  WN2 1YA  
Telephone 01942 516732  
   

www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk 
 
Unfortunately, the churches will not be open 
for  private prayers, in line with further 
Government instructions and those from the 
Bishops Conference, for the foreseeable 
future.  
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March 29
th

 2020  Fifth Sunday of Lent (A)  
“Now is the acceptable time!” 

DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

On the death of our oldest parishioner, Mrs 
Gina Griffith, of Aspull, who died peacefully at 
home with her family on Wednesday 25th 
March.  May she Rest In Peace and Rise In 
Glory.  R.I.P. 

Response to the Psalm: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption 

Gospel Acclamation Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; who ever 

believes in me will never die. 
 Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

PARISH NOTICES 

COVID 19 UPDATE 

A letter from the President and Vice-President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales has been published on Wednesday 18 March. All public acts of worship have been 
suspended from Friday 20th March.  

You can read the full letter here    You can read Bishop John’s statement here 

Since these letters were published churches will now remain fully closed. 

To find out what this means for Liturgical Events go to   

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/latest-updates-on-covid-19/ 

SERVICES ON-LINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  On-Line Live streaming 
of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing On-Line Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St John’s, Wigan    accessed via their Facebook  

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/CBCEW-Letter-Public-Worship-COVID19-180320.pdf
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/letter-on-public-acts-of-worship-in-catholic-churches-in-england-and-wales-in-light-of-covid19/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


end your message with your name.  Thank 
you. 

HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAMS SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open you internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week 
29th March to 4th April -  

Tuesday to Friday 9.00am 

Saturday Vigil Mass 6.00pm 

Sunday  - 10.00am 

SVP MESSAGE re SCAMS 

Sadly, there has been an increase in scams 
from people attempting to exploit this situation 
and preying on the most vulnerable. 
Regrettably there have already been reports 
nationally of individuals in some areas posing 
as Medical Staff conducting Covid-19 tests in 
people’s homes; messages claiming to be 
from HMRC offering a tax refunds due to 
changes in the law around Covid-19. 
Recipients are encouraged to click a link 
which takes them to a fraudulent website, and 
messages claiming to be from the Centre for 
Disease Control or from the World Health 
Organisation. These messages offer the 
recipient the chance to view a list of confirmed 
cases within their local area by clicking on a 
link and making a Bitcoin payment; mails 
claiming to be from a virologist sending an 
attached document with instructions on how to 
avoid the Coronavirus. The attachment is 
malicious. Meanwhile there are fraudulent 
online sales of masks and hand sanitiser 
which never materialise. If an online shopping 
offer looks too good to be true, then it 
probably is. 

Every good wish and blessing  

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Until this emergency is over and normality 
resumes, future Newsletters will be available 
on-line via the Parish link on Our Lady’s 
School website or it can be emailed directly to 
you if you let Kevin Riley have your email 
address, which will only be used to keep you 
informed of Parish matters. 

Items for the newsletter to Fr. Kevin by 
Wednesday (a.m.) or to Kevin Riley (01204 
695017) by early Wednesday, please.  Please 
let us know of any significant events such as 
births, anniversaries, etc so we can keep the 
parish community informed. 

RED MISSION BOXES 

The Red Mission Boxes will not be emptied 
until further notice.  Collectors are directed not 
to visit homes to collect. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Clearly, as there are no masses there is no 
opportunity to take a collection.  The costs of 
running the buildings remain.  Perhaps you 
could consider making a Standing Order to 
pay your regular collection directly into the 
parish account, at least until this situation is 
over and we can return to normal.  For details 
contact Fr. Kevin. 

LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 
their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

If you are happy to volunteer to make calls to 
the lonely and isolated then let Kevin know, 
leave your number and which area you live in, 
Aspull, New Springs or Blackrod, he will link 
you up with someone in your locality. 

Email: kevin.kmriley@outlook.com 

PARISH WHATSAPP GROUP 

Cecilia Kitt has set-up a Parish WhatsApp 
group to allow parishioners to keep in touch, 
share thoughts and keep a sense of parish 
community going until we see the end of this 
crisis.  To join this group contact Cecilia on 
07984 827374.  Please give her your name 
and mobile number and she will organise the 
rest.   

When posting to this group do not forget to 

http://stvincentsbolton.org/

