
Parish Priest Fr Kevin Foulkes 
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road  
 Aspull  
 Wigan  WN2 1YA  
Telephone 01942 516732  
   

www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk 
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk 
 
Unfortunately, our two churches will not be 
open for  private prayers or mass in the 
immediate future. 

Parish Newsletter 
THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, HAIGH, ASPULL & BLACKROD 

WITH THE PARISH OF HOLY FAMILY, NEW SPRINGS  
S.R.C.D.T. REG. CHARITY No. 250037 

August 2
nd

 
 
2020  Eighteenth Sunday of the Year (A)  

Response to the Psalm: You open wide your hand, O Lord, you grant our desires. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Blessings on the king who comes, in the name of the 

Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens! 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Returning to Masses celebrated in our Parishes  

Following the Government announcement that the lockdown on Acts of Worship has been 
lifted we have important information in this Newsletter. 

Parishioners are reminded that there is still no obligation to attend Sunday Mass. 

Steps are in place to re-open our churches following guidelines from the Salford Diocese.  We 
are not yet ready to do so at Our Lady’s or Holy Family.  The Diocese has compiled this list of 
resources to help parishioners in our Diocese through these uncertain times while the 
churches remain closed.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   is open for Mass on Sundays so will not be streaming on-line 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

Based on the works of the late Brother 
Nicholas Hutchinson. 

If we look at the outside of some houses that 
are more than 150 years old we can often see 
that at least one window has been bricked up.  
Why was this?  In 1696 the “Window Tax” 
became law.  It was a new way of raising 
money for the Government of the day.  This 
was a tax on each window: the more 
windows, the more money had to be paid in 
tax.  Wealthy people, of course, could afford 
to pay and so they did not have to block any 
windows but poorer people and the less well 
off could not afford the tax.  Their only option 
was to brick up a window or two and thereby 
have less light in the house.   

The window tax was brought in under King 
William III.  Originally, it was to bring in extra 
money to pay for replacement of damaged 
coinage.  One hundred years later, the then 
Prime Minister, Pitt the Younger increased 
this tax and even more windows were bricked 
up.  Another fifty years later the hated tax was 
repealed on 24th July 1851. 

And so let us pray; 

God our Father, it was Pope John XXIII (1958
-63) who was speaking about the need to 
bring new life to the Church.  To illustrate his 
point he walked to his window and opened it 
wide, saying that fresh air was needed to blow 
away the cobwebs and refresh the Church.  
Father do not let us shut ourselves off from 
others but may the windows of our hearts and 
minds be open so that we may be made new 
by your Holy Spirit and be influenced for good.  
Inspire us too to let our light shine out 
knowing that Jesus said that we are the light 
of the world 

Fr. Kevin   

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All who are sick at this time and especially 
Bob Westmorland, Tony Webber, Bob Connor 
and John Leather. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received and celebrated this week: 
• Monica Dawson 

• Angela Jenkinson 

HOLY FAMILY DAY OF PRAYER FOR 

VOCATIONS 

Tuesday 25th August. 

THANKS AGAIN 

To all those who have left their church 
collections over the past week.  It is much 
appreciated.  Also to John, Judith and David 
who have been gardening again this week.  

GUIDELINES FOR THE RESUMPTION OF 

MASS 

Although there is no obligation to attend 
mass, Bishop John has recommended that, if 
we do, we should take note of three things:  

firstly, attend a weekday Mass to help ease 
Sunday capacity; 

secondly, any elderly person, anyone with 
frailty or an underlying condition should not 
consider trying to attend Mass; 

and finally, that if one’s parish church is not 
opening for the public celebration of Mass, 
one should wait until it does so without looking 
for other churches as they will have their own 
restricted capacity for their parishioners. 

WHEN MASSES RESTART IN OUR 

PARISHES 

We are probably still at least a couple of 
weeks from being open to celebrate Mass 
and, when we do, we will move slowly, 
learning what else we need to do to make it 
as safe as possible for everyone. 

There is no obligation to attend Mass, but if 
you wish to attend when we re-open then 
there will be a number of things we must all 
follow. 

Anyone who has any symptoms of Covid-19 
must not attend church. 

Everyone must wear a face covering. 

You are advised to wear a warm coat if the 
weather is cold as the church doors will be 
open throughout Mass. 

You will need to use the sanitising gel at the 
entrance to church. 

Everyone attending must take a seat.  No one 
may stand at the back except for the 
designated stewards. You may also be 
directed where you should sit. 

There will be a maximum number of people 
who can attend at any one time.  For Our 
Lady’s this will be between 42 and 84 
depending on whether people come on their 
own, as a couple or as a family.  For Holy 
Family this is between 42 and 56. The 

PARISH NOTICES 



Every good wish and blessing. 

numbers are based on safe distancing 
measures.  Once that limit is reached a sign 
will be displayed outside the entrance and 
unfortunately no one else will be allowed to 
enter. 

There will be no singing. 

Communion will be distributed as the final part 
of the mass and those receiving communion 
will leave immediately after receiving the 
Eucharist, following a one-way system.  We 
are all asked not to congregate outside church 
after Mass but to move away as soon as 
possible. 

The Diocese have said that there must not be 
any group devotions, (e.g. Rosary Group) 
other than Mass. 

Unfortunately, the toilet will not be available.  

Stewards will clean areas of the church used 
with disinfectant after mass. 

We all appreciate that this is not in the spirit of 
the communities which make up our two 
parishes, but it remains necessary for all our 
safety. 

We will continue to update the parish via the 
Newsletter, WhatsApp group and Facebook. 

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS NEEDED 

It is still not too late to volunteer as a Steward 
for Masses at Our Lady’s or Holy Family. 

Stewards will need to complete a form from 
the Diocese and watch a safeguarding video.  
Training will be given and a rota drawn up 
when we have been given the go ahead to 
open for Mass. 

More details are available in previous 
Newsletters. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer and has 
not yet contacted Cecilia Kitts or Kevin Riley, 
should contact either of them via telephone, 
WhatsApp or email. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend Mass, 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

If you are looking for a way to bring your day 
to a proper close – why not join Fr. Andrew 
Pastore  at 9 pm for a 5min evening blessing. 

CAFOD 
Notice from CAFOD about the Coronavirus 
Crisis 
CAFOD has joined forces with the Disasters 
Emergency Committee. This will help them to 
scale up their response to the Coronavirus 
crisis and protect the people who need it 
most. CAFOD’s local experts are able to 
reach those in greatest need. They are 
providing information on how to slow the virus, 
along with hygiene supplies and emergency 
food packages for families who face hunger 
as a result of lockdown and job losses.  

We must not let the most vulnerable be 
forgotten. CAFOD asks us to continue to pray 
for everyone affected by this terrible crisis, 
both near and far away, and they thank you 
for anything you are able to give. 

https://cafod.org.uk/  

FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS 

INVOLVED IN THE SACRAMENTAL 

PROGRAMME 

Bishop John has recorded a message for the 
children and their parents who are involved in 
the Sacramental Programme this year.  The 
video message can be viewed by clicking on 
this link 

https://youtu.be/jaYj35YdtH8  
 

“UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN” 

Another message to those who are waiting to 
receive their First Holy Communion from the 
Salford Diocese. 

It is suggested that parents of children in this 
group show their children this video message 

https://youtu.be/Tx7KWbPNzks  
 
LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 
their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally, then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

Email: kevin.kmriley@outlook.com 

https://cafod.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/jaYj35YdtH8
https://youtu.be/Tx7KWbPNzks


Children’s answers 
Over the last couple of weeks we have looked 
at the amusingly mistaken answers children 
have given in class or in examinations.  
However, sometimes we need to see the 
question that was asked. So, not only the 
answers but here are the questions to go with 
them. 

Q What were Jesus’ final words to the 
apostles at the Last Supper? 

A Who’s going to do the washing up then? 

Q  Was it lawful to buy or sell on the Sabbath 
Day? 

A Buy 

Q Who is the patron saint of travellers? 

A St Pancras 

Q What was the name of the saint who 
looked after all the birds and the animals? 

A It was Francis of Onassis. 

Q Give an example of a “white lie”. 

A My library book was overdue once and I 
said that I could not get down there 
through the flue. 

Q Complete the following sentence: “Those 
who live by the sword …  

A … will get shot by those who don’t. 

Q Name two hymns to the Blessed Virgin. 

A 1. Hail Holy Queen 2. Mary Had a Little 
Lamb 

Something to do to fill in your time.  

Below are six Rebus puzzles (also known as Frame Games or Word Puzzles).  Each one 
represents a word or phrase associated with religion.  What is that word or phrase? 
Answers next week. 

1 2 

3 4 

5 6 


