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January 30th/31st 2021  Fourth Sunday of the Year (B)  

Response to the Psalm: O that today you would listen to his voice!   
 Harden not your hearts. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. 
 Alleluia! 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page, WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish at the moment, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  
Online Live streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

The Fourth Sunday of the Year (B):  

One of the most recent additions to the 
secular calendar is Holocaust Memorial Day 
that was celebrated this past Wednesday 27th 
January.  It reminds us of the appalling 
numbers of deaths, mainly of European Jews, 
from the mid -1930s to the end of World War 
2.  Sadly, there have been many other 
genocides in recent years, including Rwanda 
and Bosnia.  Now we are hearing of the 
suffering of the Uighur Muslims, mainly in 
China’s Xin Jiang Province. 

It is with tremendous generosity that Jews 
share this year’s special day in memory of 
others of a different faith who are suffering 
today.  They do so with an authority none can 
question or doubt, even though survivors and 
others who witnessed the Holocaust are fewer 
as time goes by.  It has been said that to 
ignore the lessons of history condemns 
humanity to repeat its mistakes and that has 
happened repeatedly since the Second World 
War. 

There is incontrovertible evidence of genocide  
in China.  Already, since its take over of Tibet 
and the flight of the Dalai Lama, its religious 
leader, in the 1950s, the Beijing Government 
has engineered there the systematic removal 
of Tibet’s religious and cultural identity and 
traditions.  It has also actively encouraged the 
immigration of many thousands of Han 
Chinese from elsewhere to dilute the number 
of the native population.  Now, over the past 
three years, the Government has imprisoned 

an estimated one million Uighurs, Kazakhs 
and other Muslim minorities in so-called re-
education camps where they are subjected to 
brain washing and torture, forced to renounce 
their religious beliefs and subjected to other 
abuses such as forced labour, sterilisation 
and abortion to reduce their birth rate. 

Christians, and other religious groups, have  
suffered also, with the former ‘underground 
Catholic Church’ surfacing in the light of 
negotiations between the Vatican and Beijing, 
but they are fearful of the Government’s true 
motivation. 

Despite past lamentable failures in our history 
of Empire, ignorance and exploitation, and 
sadly the Christian Churches so often being 
on the back foot where human rights have 
been concerned, people of religious belief, or 
simply good people with humanitarian 
concerns, have the authority to speak out and 
the duty to do so on behalf of our fellow 
human beings. 

Today’s Gospel of the cure of the man 
possessed by an unclean spirit shows the 
power of Jesus over evil, so as to 
demonstrate his ministry as a person with 
authority to teach and power to heal. 

At that time any male adult could be invited to 
speak in the synagogue services.  The 
Scribes were the acknowledged experts of the 
minutiae of the Law.  They guided people 
such as the Pharisees as to the exact 
interpretation of what the Law allowed.  The 
writer of St Mark’s Gospel says that people 

PARISH NOTICES 

5th February – St Agatha: was martyred in 
Sicily in the persecution under Emperor 
Decius (240-251).  Devotion to her was strong 
from the earliest times: a homily written about 
her says: “’Good’ is the force and meaning of 
her name, Agatha in Greek, for she has been 
granted us, given as a gift, by God himself, 
the very fount of goodness.” 

6th February – St Paul Miki and 
Companions:  the Japanese martyrs.  
Towards the end of the sixteenth century, the 
Emperor Hideyoshi began a persecution of 
the Catholic Church in Japan; among those 
arrested were Paul Miki, a young Jesuit, and 
twenty-five others, some as young as 13; they 
were taken to Nagasaki where they were 
crucified in 1597. 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

2nd February – The Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord – Candlemas 
Day:  Forty days after Christmas.  In some 
Christian traditions this Feast Day marks the 
end of the Christmas Season.   

3rd February - St Blaise: Very little is known 
about Blaise, except that he was the bishop 
of Sivas (Armenia) in the fourth century; he is 
associated with care for those in need and 
especially with the healing of afflictions of the 
throat.   

3rd February - St Ansgar:  the missionary of 
Scandinavia: Ansgar set out in 826 to preach 
the gospel in Denmark; despite great 
difficulties, he persevered in his mission, until 
he died in 865. 



Every good wish and blessing. 

were attracted to the teaching of Jesus 
because he did so “with authority”, perhaps by 
appealing directly to the minds and hearts of 
his hearers and not weighing down their 
spirits with arguments about Laws and 
Regulations and how they should or should 
not be interpreted. 

We, as people of faith, share that same 
authority through the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit and are commissioned to share 
this with others whoever and wherever they 
may be, and whether this witness is welcome 
or not. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas, Kevin Croston,  
Maureen Duckworth, Monica Dawson, Nigel 
Lyons, Marie Cott and Elizabeth (Betty) Bird. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received: 
• Ann Critchley (anniversary 27th February) 
• In thanksgiving to St Anthony for favours 

received 

LATELY DEAD 

Sheila Barton, Bernard Raffo. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

To Alan, the husband of the late Florence 
Westwood of Lostock, and his family.  Fr 
Kevin will celebrate the Funeral Service for 
Florence at Overdale Crematorium, Friday 
29th January.  R.I.P. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Lily Mitchinson, Lillian Sergeant, Veronica 
Dakin, and priests of the Diocese: Mgr.  Philip 
Loftus, formerly Parish Priest of Holy Family 
Church, and Dermott Murphy. 

THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE 

LORD — CANDLEMAS DAY 

Tuesday 2nd February.  We will have Mass at 
10.00am in Holy Family Church this Tuesday 
but the usual Blessing of Candles will not take 
place. 

MASSES ON-LINE FROM OUR LADY’S 

The 9.30am Sunday Mass is on-line. It can be 
accessed via the Parish Facebook page or by 
using this link  

www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/  

A link will also be put on the WhatsApp group 
for those who can access that and on the 
Parish Website. 

The Mass will be available from about 1.00pm 
each Sunday. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when many of us cannot attend 
Mass, we can still receive the sacrament 
through Spiritual Communion, especially while 
following a Mass on-line. 

STAYING AT HOME - PRAYING AT HOME 

The Diocesan website has  compiled a list of 
resources which you may find useful in 
helping you if you need to stay at home or feel 
safer staying at home.  They are available via 
this link 

www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-
resources/ 

ADVANCE NOTICE - THIS LENT, ENGAGE  

IN GLOBAL HEALING 

On Thursday 18th February, Bishop John will 
launch a series of speakers, prayers and 
discussions based on the film-based 
resource, “Global Healing”. The talks will take 
place each week from the 18th February 
throughout Lent, with our Head of 
Environment Dr Emma Gardner sharing her 
own knowledge and experiences with us on 
Thursday 4th March’s event. 

We all have our own part to play in 
responding to the environmental crisis our 
world is facing and Pope Francis has called 
each of us to listen to the cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor. 

The “Global Healing” documentaries will 
inform and challenge people to respond to 
Pope Francis’ call to Care for Our Common 
Home. The films are suitable for all who are 
concerned about what is happening to our 
world and who want to take action, or those 
who want to learn more about the issue. 

The films will take place over six Thursdays, 
from 18th February – 25th March 2021, 
between 7.30pm – 8.30pm and are hosted by 
the Global Catholic Climate Movement 

Laudato Si’ Animators in the UK. 
If you’d like to register to join, please 
click HERE  

or email  

jane@catholicclimatemovement.global 

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvcOuuqzsvEtMBwz2hxBzhhvwy0hcgyoEb
mailto:jane@catholicclimatemovement.global

