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CHRIST IS RISEN.  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Response to the Psalm: Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us.  Make our hearts 
burn within us as you talk to us. 

 Alleluia. 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live 
streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/


THOUGHTS   

For Third Sunday of Easter. 

How do we make special days - special? 

I remember these words from studying for O 
Level English Literature in 1967, 

‘If all the year were playing holidays, 
To sport would be as tedious as to work.’ 

Prince Hal, Henry IV Part 1, Act1, Scene 2 

Many of you may remember the festive song 
that included the words, ‘I wish it could be 
Christmas everyday!’ 

I cannot imagine that any of us would want it 
to be Christmas Day everyday, but some 
years ago on the Northern News they 
interviewed a man, in Lancashire, who ate a 
full Christmas dinner, with all the trimmings,  
every day of the year!  So, he certainly 
believed it could be Christmas every day.  
But not everyday can be special.  We talk of 
‘Red Letter Days’ that date from the printing 
in red in many of our legal documents and 
prayer books or Altar Missals.  And, at the 
moment it is hard for us to keep up the 
momentum of the Easter Season that lasts 
for fifty days.  

Many people who put up their Christmas 
trees really early when it is the Advent 
Season cannot wait to take them down again 
when the Christmas Season has only really 
just got into its stride. 

In the media and in Parliament there has 
been a call for Government buildings to fly 
the Union Flag all the year round.  Many of us 
will remember the controversy at the time of 
the death of Princess Diana when no flags 
flew over Buckingham Palace.  Now, twenty 
three years later it is at half mast to honour 

the late Prince Philip.  If flags fly on public 
buildings every day of the year, how can we 
then be informed of special days of National 
significance.  A few years ago I spent a lovely 
holiday in Denmark and being amazed one 
morning leaving the hotel in Copenhagen to 
suddenly find every building, all the taxis, all 
the trams and buses, flying the Danish Flag 
that day.  When I asked at the hotel what the 
reason was for the flags to be flying, they told 
me it was to celebrate their Liberation Day at 
the end of the Second World War.  

In the Church’s calendar we mark special 
days by the change of the colour of the 
vestments, whether the Gloria or the Creed is 
said or sung, the number of candles used, the 
use of incense, etc.  In the reforms of The 
Second Vatican Council in the 1960s, 
emphasis was made on the importance of the 
Church’s Seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent 
and Easter, rather than the previous emphasis 
that was laid on the months of the year 
dedicated to: Our Blessed Lady, The Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus, etc.  The seasons take 
precedence, as indeed the Lord’s Day, 
Sunday, usually takes precedence over any 
Saint’s Day that may have occurred on that 
day. 

The Easter Season is a precious gift given to 
us every year, a gift to be treasured for 
celebration and reflection, guided by the  
prayers and Readings of the Church to 
nourish our belief in the Resurrection of Jesus 
and the hope that it brings. It imitates those 
special days when Jesus appeared to his 
apostles and instructed them in the mysteries 
of his love and life until he left them in the 
event we call the Ascension, to stay in 
Jerusalem for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit.   

PARISH NOTICES 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK  

21st April – St Anselm: Bishop and Doctor 
of the Church, 1033 – 1109.  He was born in 
Italy and joined the Benedictine Monastery at 
Bec in Normandy.  He became its Abbot and 
then in 1093 Archbishop of Canterbury.  He 
endured periods of exile due to his 
opposition to King William II and Henry I, 
both of whom threatened the Church’s 
liberty.  St Anselm is best remembered as an 
important theologian.  He was declared 
Doctor of the Church in 1720. 

23rd April – The Solemn Commemoration 
of St George the Martyr and Patron of 
England:  He died about 303, martyred in 
Palestine during the period of persecution of 
the Emperor Diocletian.  He died in Lydda, 
now Lod near Tel Aviv, Israel.  Legend 
depicts him killing the dragon, a symbol of 
triumph over evil.  He is the Patron Saint of 
several countries and regions, including 
England. 



Every good wish and blessing. 

In everyday life, fire leads to ashes, but in the 
celebration of the forty days of Lent and the 
fifty days of Easter that lead to Pentecost 
every year, we have a journey of faith from 
Ashes of Repentance to the fire of new life in 
Pentecost.  So, each year the season 
finishes with an earnest prayer that the Holy 
Spirit will come upon us in a new and more 
vigorous way to enable us to be Missionary 
Disciples of Jesus once more. 

Fr Kevin 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also 
remember  Tony Webber, Ken Thomas,  
Mark Lysycia,  Maureen Duckworth,  
Elizabeth (Betty) Bird and Vivienne 
Dickinson. 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 14th April. 
Antonia Mason (anniversary), Judith 
Hothersall (lately dead), Frances Pilkington 
(anniversary), Janice Pascoe (anniversary) 
and Mary Clossick (anniversary). 

FUNERALS 

 Requiem Mass for the late Kevin Croston, 
Monday 19th April 11.00am in Our Lady’s 
Church prior to burial in St Elizabeth’s 
Churchyard, Aspull. 

 Funeral Service with Communion for the 
late Phil Dauber, Our Lady’s Church, 
Tuesday 20th April at 11.30am prior to 
cremation in Wigan Crematorium.  

LATELY DEAD 

Phil Dauber, Kevin Croston and Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Frances Pilkington, Frances Kelly, John 
Goulden, Bill Corish, Vincent Kelly (snr), Ron 
Critchley, Winfred Wright, Mary Clossick, 
Janice Pascoe and priests of the Diocese 
Joseph Burns and John Murphy. 

ATTENDING MASS AT OUR LADY’S 

We would like to thank all those who have 
attended Mass since we reopened after the 
first lockdown for their cooperation and 
support in ensuring it is a safe place to 
worship. 

In recent weeks we have noticed an increase 
in the numbers attending and have come 
close to having to turn people away.  
However, there are ways we can increase 
the numbers while remaining Covid safe.  
The stewards attempt to find people places 
in a space-efficient way.  Please continue to 
follow their guidance. 

Many of us have a preferred seat but it could 
be useful if the side benches on the right and 
left were used for groups of two or three 
rather than a single person.  Singles could be 
seated at the ends of benches either side of 
the central aisle. 

Also, please do not move around church 
talking to other people as this is against the 
safety regulations.  It is safer to go straight to 
your place. 

BOOKS FOR CAFOD  

The following books are available for sale for 
a small donation, at your discretion, to 
support the work of Cafod. Each is film 
wrapped. Most are paperbacks. If anyone is 
interested, please speak to Fr Kevin.  

1.  James Hawes - The Shortest History of 
Germany.  

2.  Peter Frankopan - The Silk Roads. 
Beautifully illustrated alternative history 
of the world.  

3.  Dan Jones - The Crusaders.  

4.  Tracy Borman - Henry VIII: and the Men 
Who Made Him  

5.  Matt Neale - The History of Rome in 
Seven Sackings.  

6. Sinclair McKay - Dresden. The 
controversial Allied attack on the 
German city.  

7. Maggie O’Farrell - Hamnet.  Winner of 
the Women’s Prize for Fiction last year. 

8. Anne Glenconner - Murder on Mustique.  
Pure escapism in the Caribbean! 

9. L. J. Ross - Cuthbert’s Way.  The latest 
in the DCI Ryan, detective series. 

 


