
THOUGHTS 
First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4 
We know nothing about the author of this 
short work, written some time after the 
return from the Exile.  The name Malachi 
simply means “Messenger”.  He reviles 
the current falling away from the purity of 
religion, the abandonment of right living.  
A “messenger” will prepare the way for the 
purification of the people and be the 
exposer of the evil-doers. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 2:14-18 
The efficacy of Christ’s self-offering 
comes from his sharing of our humanity.  
Being as one of us, he is able to offer a 
perfect sacrifice on our behalf. 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
Luke uses the prophecy 
of Malachi we hear 
today, and the Old 
Testament story of 
Samuel’s presentation 
as the groundwork for 
this narrative.  The 
names of those who 
greet the infant are 
significant:  Simeon 

means “God has heard” and Anna means 
“Grace, Favour”.  These two faithful 

servants of God represent the faithful who 
wait in expectation for the fulfilment of 
God’s promises.  Luke weaves into 
Simeon’s blessings the premonition of the 
challenge this child will represent even to 
his mother. 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
3

rd
 February - St Blaise: Very little is known 

about Blaise, except that he was the bishop of 
Sivas (Armenia) in the fourth century; he is 
associated with the healing of throats.   

5
th

 February – St Agatha: was martyred in 
Sicily in the persecution under Emperor 
Decius (240-251).  Devotion to her was strong 
from the earliest times: a homily written about 
her says: “’Good’ is the force and meaning of 
her name, Agatha in Greek, for she has been 
granted us, given as a gift, by God himself, 
the very fount of goodness.” 

6
th

 February – St Paul Miki and 
Companions:  the Japanese martyrs.  
Towards the end of the sixteenth century, the 
Emperor Hideyoshi began a persecution of 
the Catholic Church in Japan; among those 
arrested were Paul Miki, a young Jesuit, and 
twenty-five others, some as young as 13; they 
were taken to Nagasaki where they were 
crucified in 1597. 

            MASS TIMES 
Priest Rev. Kevin Foulkes Saturday 6.00 pm Haigh 
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road Sunday 9.30 am Haigh 
 Aspull  11.15 am Holy Family 
 Wigan  WN2 1YA Monday 9.15 am Haigh 
Telephone 01942 516732 Tuesday 9.15 am Holy Family 
  Wednesday 9.15 am Haigh 
www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk Thursday 9.15 am Holy Family 
  Friday 9.15 am Haigh 
  Saturday 11.00 am Haigh 
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 11.30 - 12.00 noon    Haigh 
  Holy Family as announced 
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February 2
nd

 2020  Fourth Sunday of the Year (A)  
The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (40 days after Christmas) 

Today’s Gospel 

MANY THANKS   
               Last week’s collection  £1030.20 

Response to the Psalm: Who is the King of glory?  It is the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 The light to enlighten the Gentiles and give glory to Israel, 

your people. 
 Alleluia! 



SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

Presentation of the Candidates at Masses in 
both Churches this weekend, the Celebration 
of the Presentation of the Lord - Candlemas 
Day -  February 2nd.  Prayers and Readings 
of the Feast Day (and not the Fourth Sunday 
of the year - Readers Please note!) 

We wish them well on their journey to their 
First Holy Communion in June. 

BAPTISM 

This weekend we welcome Luca John 
Pimblett into God’s family in Our Lady’s 
Church.  His parents, Mark and Alicia 
(Mulligan) were married here 25th August 
2018.  We wish them well! 

CAFOD MEETING 

There was a very successful meeting on 28th 
January.  In preparation for the Family Fast 
Day, it was proposed that on - the First 
Weekend of Lent (Feb. 29th/March 1st), 
CAFOD resources and Gift Aid envelopes will 
be distributed and a “talk” will be given again, 
by parishioners, to highlight this Lent’s 
CAFOD theme, before the Friday Fast Day 
itself on 6th March. 

Also, it is hoped to have a Fund-raising 
CAFOD “Fast Day” lunch of bread and soup in 
Holy Family Parish centre, perhaps at both 
lunch and teatime! 

(Details will follow) 

PARISH AMALGAMATION 2020 

Open meeting in Holy Family Parish Centre to 
discuss the merger, as outlined in Bishop 
John’s letter of January 4/5th and the recent 
newsletter inserts.  It is hoped Mgr.  John 
Daley V.G. will attend.  Wednesday 19th 
February, 7.30pm.  All are welcome. 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH CENTRE 

Meeting to discuss improvements needed to 
the Hall, Wednesday 4th March 7.00pm in the 
Parish Centre. (A survey of both properties, 
Our Lady’s and Holy Family, will have been 
made, on behalf of the Diocese, before this 
meeting). 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
In the future will be celebrated by Bishop John 
with young people of the Diocese of High 
School age.  It is planned that we join with St 
Mary’s, Horwich and Sacred Heart, 
Westhoughton in preparing the candidates.  
Have you an interest in young people and be 
willing to share yours and their “Journey of 
Faith”?  We are looking for volunteers to 
become Catechists for the Sacrament.  
Training will be provided.  Several people 
have shown interest in being involved.  Watch 
this space! 

BLACKROD COUNCIL 
The monthly meeting in the Council Chamber 
is preceded by Prayer - a long-standing and 
lovely tradition, led by the clergy of the local 
Churches.  Fr. Kevin will lead the prayers at 
this Monday evening’s meeting in the Council 
Chamber at 7/00pm. 

L.I.S.C.F. 
“The Lancashire Infirm Secular Clergy Fund” 
was established in the last century to come to 
the financial assistance of retired and elderly 
“secular” priests (those in parishes) of the 
three local dioceses, Liverpool, Lancaster and 
Salford.  Fr. Kevin is one of this diocese’s 
representatives to the Charity Council - next 
meeting, in Chorley, 4th February. 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
For those winter evenings - some recently 
published fiction: 

Ian Rankin’s “Westwind” - an early novel by 
the famous Scottish author of crime fiction, re-
released.  (Hardback, 2019 pp288) 

Robert Horn’s “The Second Sleep” a 
wonderfully creative novel of a dystopian 
future.  (Hardback, 2019, pp326) 

Tracey Chevalier’s “A Single Thread” - 
Winchester in the inter-war years … we follow 
the lives of those recovering from the effects 
of the war - fascinating , a real “page-turner”!  
(Hardback, 2019, pp340) 

May be borrowed from Fr Kevin 

Every good wish and blessing  

PARISH NOTICES 

8
th

 February – St Josephine Bakhita: born in 
Sudan in 1869, she was kidnapped, sold as a 
slave and taken to Italy.  There she became a 
Catholic, and entered the Institute of St Mary 
Magdalene of Canossa, where she took part in 

the community life of prayer, cooking, sewing, 
embroidery and attending to the door.  Her 
humility, her simplicity and her constant smile 
won the hearts of all the citizens.  She died on 
February 8

th
, 1947. 


