
Parish Priest Fr Kevin Foulkes 
Presbytery 48 Haigh Road  
 Aspull  
 Wigan  WN2 1YA  
Telephone 01942 516732  
   

www.aspullourladys.wigan.sch.uk 
www.aspullholyfamily.co.uk 
 
Masses : 
Saturday Vigil  6.00pm - Our Lady’s 
Sunday  9.30am - Our Lady’s 
Sunday 11.15am - Holy Family 

Parish Newsletter 
THE PARISH OF OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, HAIGH, ASPULL & BLACKROD 

WITH THE PARISH OF HOLY FAMILY, NEW SPRINGS  
S.R.C.D.T. REG. CHARITY No. 250037 

September 12
th

/13
th

 2020  Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year (A)  

Response to the Psalm: The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich 
in mercy. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the 

message of eternal life. 
 Alleluia! 

RETURN OF WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY 

This weekend’s Masses: 

the Vigil Mass will be on Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our 
Lady’s. 

Sunday Mass returns to Holy Family this weekend at 11.15am. 

However, all parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend 
Mass. 

There are no mid-week Masses planned for the near future. 

FOR THOSE NOT READY TO RETURN TO CHURCH - SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes continue to stream masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

Thoughts for the 24th Sunday of the Year. 

A school friend of mine, we have kept in touch 
for many years, is now semi-retired and living 
in London.  His careers included: scientific 
research for a doctorate; teaching; the 
headship of a private school; an Ofsted 
Inspector; and running his own trouble-
shooting tutorial services in some of the most 
deprived high schools in London.  He now 
provides free on-line scientific lessons and 
tutorials for several poor schools in Africa, 
with “classes” of 200 to 300 pupils! And in his 
“spare time” he continues his work, of many 
years, for the Samaritans. 

Occasionally, he asks me questions related to 
faith and religion: ‘What would you do if’?   
Many relate to the Seal of Confession and 
how easily a priest could be compromised into 
colluding with criminality, especially in the 
area of safeguarding.  Indeed, in several 
countries today, members of their legal 
profession have sought to end this 
confidentiality, even threatening to prosecute 
the clergy.  Although today few seek 
forgiveness in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, going to confession, even 
before the pandemic, I am sure that most 
parish priests outside towns or city centres, 
cathedrals, retreat houses and places of 
pilgrimage seldom heard confessions on a 
regular basis.  But those of us who do go to 
confession regularly, know how, rather than 
perhaps the former shopping list experience 
of our childhood, we realise how wonderful 
the experience can be to take responsibility 
for ourselves and others, and to reflect 

positively on our conduct in the light of the 
Gospel and to gain insights to enrich and 
encourage our discipleship of Jesus, growing 
into the likeness of Christ, as commended by 
the Scriptures, by experiencing and receiving 
forgiveness so as to learn from that, to forgive 
others.  And in the light of this Sunday’s 
readings, when Jesus says, seventy seven 
times, he really means, where forgiveness is 
concerned, stop counting for as many times 
as it takes! 

Fr. Kevin   

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received this week: 
• Sally Hardman 
• James Greenwood 
• Gordon Roberts 
• Kevin Croston 
• and a 90th birthday intention. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

All who are sick at this time and especially 
Bob Westmorland, Tony Webber, Ken 
Thomas, Kevin Croston and Bob Connor.  

GARDENS 

Thanks again to our gardeners in both 
churches.  Both gardens are looking 
wonderful. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

For those who are not yet able to attend Mass 
in our parishes, this weekend’s live stream 
masses at St Vincent’s are:  
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 
Sunday  - 10.00am 
For details of midweek masses check the 
website. 

PARISH NOTICES 

CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK 

14th Sept: we celebrate the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  In Scripture and 
prayers we reflect on the wonder of salvation 
achieved by Jesus on the Cross of Calvary. 

15th Sept: we honour Mary who stood at the 
foot of the Cross; recorded in John’s Gospel 
as Our Lady of Sorrows. 

16
th

 Sept – Pope Cornelius and Bishop 
Cyprian: both men lived in a time of great 
turbulence in the Church: they were at the 
forefront of the debate on reconciling those 
who had denied the faith under persecution.  

Together Cornelius and Cyprian struck a 
middle course and guided the Church onward 
by their writing and preaching.  Cornelius died 
in exile in 253; Cyprian was martyred in 258. 

17th Sept: We celebrate the memory of two 
outstanding Pastors and teachers, St Robert 
Bellarmine 1542 - 1621 and St Theodore, 
archbishop of Canterbury who died on 19th 
September 690. 

All holy men and women, saints of God, pray 
for us. 

“Make friends with the saints.” St John Paul II 



Every good wish and blessing. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend Mass, 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

PRAYER FROM CAFOD 

Lord Jesus, when you walked with us on earth 
you spread your healing power. 

We place in your loving care all who are 
affected by Coronavirus. 

Keep us strong in Faith, Hope and Love. 

Bring relief to our sick, console our bereaved. 

Protect those who care for us. 

We lift our prayer to you, Lord, and trust in 
your infinite mercy as we wait for the 
daybreak. 

Amen. 

SVP NOTICE 

Please pray for the St Vincent de Paul Society 
throughout the world as it continues to help 
those in need, especially during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  Here in our own 
parish we are unable to carry out some of our 
usual activities such as our parties, visiting 
and raising funds through the sale of hanging 
baskets and poinsettias. 

We have recently been sent a link to a 
wonderful and fascinating video about the 
SVP in Lebanon (known in many countries as 
the SSVP), which we’ll share with you here.  
It’s inspiring and uplifting and, if you have a 
few minutes to spare, well worth watching.  
https://youtu.be/lJ_FEHb3fSs 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S & 

HOLY FAMILY 

Last weekend saw us re-open Holy Family for 
Sunday Mass and there was a good, pleasing 
attendance. 

Our Lady’s has been open for four weeks, 
with attendance increasing but still within the 
maximum limits set for safety reasons, and 
following Government advice. The maximum 
number who can attend at each church is 
around 42. 

ATTENDING MASS IN OUR PARISHES 

For more detailed guidance please read 
previous Newsletters which can be accessed 
on the Parish section of Our Lady’s School 
website.   

However, the following is a simple reminder. 

Everyone MUST wear a face covering unless 
they are exempt.    

You must follow the guidance given by 
stewards. 

There will be no singing. 

Communion will be distributed after the final 
blessing and those receiving communion will 
leave immediately after receiving the 
Eucharist, following the one-way system.  We 
are all asked not to congregate outside church 
after Mass but to move away as soon as 
possible.  (Please take all your belongings 
with you to communion). 

You are asked not to arrive too early for the 
Masses; 15 to 20 minutes before Mass is all 
that you will need and you will be asked to 
take your seat and wait in a respectful and 
prayerful silence until Mass starts. 

THE PARISH NEWSLETTER 

Is available on-line via the Parish links on Our 
Lady’s School website and the Holy Family 
School. Alternatively, it can be emailed 
directly to you if you let Kevin Riley have your 
email address, which will only be used to keep 
you informed of Parish matters.  It is also 
available via the Parish WhatsApp group. 

No paper copies of the Newsletter will be 
available for those attending Mass.   

PREPARING CHILDREN FOR THE 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

The Diocese has provided us with details of 
potentially useful resources for parents to help 
them to prepare their children for the 
Sacramental Programme. 
Here are some examples of good resources  
 CAFOD provide a virtual children’s Liturgy 

of the Word and many other resources: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-
liturgy 

 The Bible Society: https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/landing/the-super-
cool-story-of-jesus-video/ and other videos 
and downloads. 

 The Pastoral Center (USA): http://
products.pastoral.center/b/b320/1/download
-s97q/index.html. ‘Faith @ Home’ is a 
weekly family celebration using cartoons, 
videos, music and action, as well as the 
readings and prayers for each Sunday 

 Our own diocesan resource of videos for 
parents (and for catechists themselves): 
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/faith/
sacraments/parents-videos/  

https://youtu.be/lJ_FEHb3fSs
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https://dioceseofsalford.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bf8127186f40e38f15b2ad1f&id=76d3e17749&e=136019d459
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