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2020  Fifteenth Sunday of the Year (A)  

Response to the Psalm: Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; you have the 

message of eternal life. 
 Alleluia! 

COVID 19 - Online Resources – Stay at Home, Pray at Home  

From the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford 

Following the statement from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales which has 
announced a temporary suspension of public worship and closure of churches following the 
Government announcement on Monday 23rd March, we have compiled this list of resources to 
help parishioners in our diocese through these uncertain times.  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/ 

SERVICES ONLINE 

A number of parishes are streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.   

The nearest to our parish at the moment is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live streaming of 
mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

Other local churches providing online Live Streaming of masses include: 
St Cuthbert’s, Bolton   www.stcuthberts.org.uk  
St Gregory’s, Chorley  www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk  
St Patrick’s, Wigan   accessed via their Facebook page @SaintPatrickWigan 

Further options can be found here: https://www.churchservices.tv/  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/covid-19-online-resources/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/
http://www.stcuthberts.org.uk
http://www.stgregoryschorley.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND  

This Sunday, our Gospel Readings from the 
Gospel of St Matthew begin a series of the 
teachings of Jesus that we call parables.   

The parable was a common form of 
instruction in many early cultures, such as in 
Jewish writings and the teachings of Rabbis, 
where stories are told in such a way as to 
even shock the listeners or to make them 
aware of the unusual that is often overlooked 
in our everyday lives.  Jesus used many 
parables; they are perhaps the best known of 
all his teachings.  He did so not just to make 
people aware of the unexplored possibilities of 
this life but to draw their attention to him and 
his way of life.  The person who has an open 
heart and an open ear is then faced with a 
choice; to live for Jesus or to live a selfish way 
of worldliness. 

Fr. Kevin   

THOUGHTS FROM THE LATE BROTHER 

NICHOLAS HUTCHINSON - 1954-2016 

The 12th July was the date of a school report 
of Winston Churchill, who later became 
Britain’s leader during the Second World War. 

Churchill was bottom of the class and a Mr. 
Davidson, his House Master at Harrow 
School, wrote on his report, ‘He is forgetful, 
careless, unpunctual, irregular in every way … 
If he is unable to conquer this slovenliness, he 
will never make a success …’ 

Some people tend only to judge  others and 
criticise them, never seeing anything positive 
in them.  St. Teresa of Calcutta said, “If you 
judge people you have no time to love them.” 

Lord I ask that you inspire me always to do 
my best, not comparing myself with others, 
but only with myself. 

Leave me, Lord, to discover and use my 
talents to the full.  

May I live in such a way that I help others to 
experience success as well as praising them 
for the good use of their abilities, not looking 
so much at the degree of achievement but at 
the effort put in. 

Stop me from judging people or jumping to 
conclusions about them, but lead me to 
respect and accept others for who they are, 
focussing on the positive rather than the 
negative. 

Amen. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Received week ending 11th July: 
• Winnie Moffitt 
• Stan Ellison 
• George and Maureen Cott 
• George and Mary Cott, relatives and 

friends. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All who are sick at this time and especially 
Bob Westmorland, Tony Webber, Bob 
Connor, John Leather, Michael Hull and Stan 
Ellison. 

Herb the cat - at the request of Jane and 
Jonathon. 

THANKS AGAIN 

Thanks again for the financial support to the 
parish from those who have dropped off 
envelopes etc.  Thanks also to this week’s 
team of Judith, John and Matthew who have 
been working in the garden. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE RESUMPTION OF 

MASS 

On 28 June the Government announced 
the easing of lockdown restrictions. This 
easing of restrictions has allowed some of our 
churches to begin reopening for public 
worship and the Holy Mass, as well as 
for private prayer and individual worship. 

Bishop John responded to the announcement 
with a Homily, stating what this will mean 
practically in our diocese.  Any church that is 
opening will have undergone risk 
assessments to ensure the safety of both 
clergy and parishioners. 

In his Homily, he recommended that in our 
diocese we do three things: firstly, attend a 
weekday Mass to help ease Sunday capacity, 
secondly that any elderly person, anyone with 
frailty or an underlying condition shouldn’t 
consider trying to attend Mass and finally, that 
if your parish church is not opening for the 
public celebration of Mass you wait until it 
does so without looking for other churches 
which will have their own restricted capacity 
for their parishioners. 

You can read the Bishop’s Homily in full by 
clicking here 

To read the full article from the Salford 
Diocese website click on this link 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
guidelines-for-resumption-of-mass/  

PARISH NOTICES 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

In order to open our churches we will need 
volunteer stewards for the periods of private 
prayer and for Mass.  Both our parishes will 
need sufficient volunteers if they are to open.  
We currently have around 19 volunteers for 
Our Lady’s and four for Holy Family. 

There is no age limit for these volunteers but 
they must be aware of the risk that they may 
be exposed to. So if you have underlying 
health issues it is not a good idea to 
volunteer. 

The steward’s role will be to assist the parish 
priest in the safe re-opening of the church in 
light of the current coronavirus pandemic 
(including cleaning the church in preparation 
for those who wish to enter for private prayer 
and overseeing that the guidance on social 
distancing and use of hand sanitizer is 
adhered to). 

They will need to complete a form from the 
Diocese and watch a safeguarding video.  
Training will be given and a rota drawn up 
when we have been given the go ahead to 
open for Mass. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer and has 
not yet contacted Cecilia Kitts or Kevin Riley 
should contact either of them via telephone, 
WhatsApp or email. 

There is a useful video and the safeguarding 
training video, available by clicking on this 
page from the Diocesan website. 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-
opening-for-private-prayer/  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

In these times when we cannot attend mass, 
we can still receive the sacrament through 
Spiritual Communion. 

LIVE STREAM SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Live stream masses at St Vincent’s this week  
Sunday  - 10.00am 
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am 
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm 

If you are looking for a way to bring your day 
to a proper close – why not join Fr. Andrew 
Pastore  at 9 pm for a 5min evening blessing. 

LIVE STREAM MASSES FROM SALFORD 

CATHEDRAL 

Sunday - 11.00am 
Monday to Friday - 12.10pm 

For other services during the week see the 
Diocese Website - https://
www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral# 

HOW TO WATCH LIVE STREAM SERVICES 

You will need a smart phone, tablet or 
computer which is connected to the internet 
either by wi-fi or 3G/4G. 

Open your internet browser and put in the 
address of the provider of the mass or 
service, e.g. http://stvincentsbolton.org/ or use 
CTRL and click on this link.  When the page 
opens up look for - a message like - Click 
here to view Live Stream.  Click on that and it 
will open up the link.  About five minutes 
before it goes live a clock should appear 
counting down to the start time.  At the start 
time for the service it will come on screen.  
Make sure that the speakers and volume 
settings are on.  At the end of mass just close 
the page down. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Until we have sorted out the problems with 
setting up a Standing Order can we suggest 
that you write a cheque monthly to cover your 
regular collection and post it to Fr. Kevin.  
Alternatively, wait until the end of the 
lockdown and write a single cheque to cover 
the whole amount. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE 

If you would like to make a donation to Our 
Lady's Haigh please follow the link below.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/
donate?
charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount
=&amount=&reference=X14 

If you would like to make a donation to Holy 
Family, New Springs please follow the link 
below.  

https://donor.secure-operations.com/detailed/
donate?
charity_id=1086324&type=2&hidden_amount
=&amount=&reference=X15 

Please note - if you have to type out the 
hyperlink, you will need to type the whole link 
without a space after donate? 

Thank you for your support. 

THE BRICK 

Until the current lockdown, parishioners had 
been donating groceries to The Brick each 
weekend.  Clearly, we have not been able to 
continue to donate through church, but the 
need in the community is even greater than it 
was.  Fortunately, some local supermarkets 
have a large container in their stores in which 
donations of groceries can be placed.   
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Every good wish and blessing. 

Children’s answers 
Homework, classwork and tests have often 
been a great source of amusement to 
teachers while marking the pupils’ work.  Here 
are a few of the mistakes that children make 
so innocently. 

Pay special attention to the wording and 
spelling. 

The children were asked questions about the 
old and new testaments. The following were 
written by children; they have not been 
retouched or corrected.  Incorrect spelling and 
punctuation have been left in. 

1.  In the first book of the bible, Guinness. 
god got tired of creating the world so he 
took the sabbath off. 

2.  Adam and eve were created from an 
apple tree. Noah's wife was Joan of ark. 
Noah built and ark and the animals came 
on in pears. 

3.  Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the 
day, but a ball of fire during the night. 

There is more information at 
http:www.thebrick.org.uk/  In some areas, 
several supermarkets have pledged large 
amounts of groceries to help people in need.  
Just check in your local supermarket, looking 
for a large bin, clearly marked. 

LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER 

If you are aware of neighbours who live on 

their own then do keep a check on them.  
Isolation can be lonely.  A phone call or chat 
over the fence (2m apart of course) could just 
make all the difference. 

If you are aware of parishioners who may 
need someone to talk to occasionally, then let 
Kevin Riley know and he will try to make 
arrangements for regular calls.  

4.  The jews were a proud people and 
throughout history they had trouble with 
unsympathetic genitals. 

5.  Sampson was a strongman who let 
himself be led astray by a Jezebel like 
Delilah. 

6.  Samson slayed the philistines with the 
axe of the apostles. 

7.  Moses led the jews to the red sea where 
they made unleavened bread, which is 
bread without any ingredients. 

8. The egyptians were all drowned in the 
dessert. Afterwards, Moses went up to 
mount cyanide to get the ten 
commandments. 

9.  The first commandment was when Eve 
told Adam to eat the apple. 

10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt 
not admit adultery. 

Something to do to fill in your time.  


