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Dec 11th/12th 2021        Third Sunday of Advent - Year C 

GAUDETE SUNDAY - THE SUNDAY OF REJOICING! 

Response to the Psalm: Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy 
One of Israel. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! 

 The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.  He has sent 
me to bring good news to the poor. 

 Alleluia. 

THIS WEEK’S MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Wednesday  Our Lady’s at 9.15am 

Thursday  Holy Family at 9.15am 

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website.  

SAINTS COMMEMORATED THIS WEEK 

Dec 14th – St John of the Cross: born in 
1542.  A Carmelite friar and friend of St. 
Teresa of Avila, who encouraged him to work 
for the reform of the order, which he did 
despite great suffering.  A remarkable poet 
and mystic, he died in Andalusia in 1591. 

 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE 

Friday 10th December 

Everyone who attends the Dinner/Dance 
is asked to take a Lateral Flow Test on the 
day of the Dinner. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Eve, Friday 24th December  

6.00 pm Our Lady’s 

8.00 pm Holy Family 

Christmas Day, Saturday 25th December 

9.30 am Our Lady’s 

11.15 am Holy Family 

Sunday 26th December - Feast of the Holy 
Family 

9.30 am Our Lady’s 

11.15 am Holy Family 

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/


PARISH NOTICES 

THOUGHTS FOR THIS SUNDAY   

The First Reading from the prophet 
Zephaniah.  

He was a prophet who lived in the southern 
kingdom of Judah whose capital was 
Jerusalem in the reign of King Josiah.  He 
was probably the great-great grandson of 
King Hezekiah.  His message is recorded in 
the Old Testament Book named after him.  
He warned people in Judah of God’s coming 
judgement if they continued to worship idols 
and disobey his Laws.  He also warned of 
destruction coming to Israel’s neighbours: 
Injustice would be punished  but for those 
who returned to God there would be a bright 
future. 

When chastised children finally get 
permission to play they take new delight in 
their freedom.  They learn the importance of 
good behaviour.  They also learn that 
parents have, as parents, authority over 
them.  If parents have done their job well, 
children learn that both chastisement and 
release happen because of their parents’ 
love. 

When ancient Israel ended up in exile, the 
people interpreted their loss as punishment 
for their sins, but they had not listened to 
God.  They had not been faithful to his 
Covenant.  In their punishment they learned 
the importance of good behaviour.  They also 
learned that God had authority over them; 
that God would remain faithful to the 
Covenant and that their actions have 
consequences. 

Imagine the freedom they felt at these words 
from  Zephaniah, “The Lord has removed the 
judgement against you”.  Their time of 
chastisement was over.  They could return to 
their homeland to worship, to work, to reunite 
with family and to play.  God gave them 
release. 

Children who delight in freedom sometimes 
miss another truth - their parents are happy 
too.  When chastisement is over and children 
are free, parents are proud that their children 
have grown as human beings.  God does not 
take delight in what we experience as 
chastisement.  God takes delight in the 
lessons we learn and in the love we share 
when we are free. 

Fr. Kevin  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also 
remember  Tony Webber, Alan Smith and 
Ken Aspinall, Wilf Dillon, Barry Gallagher and  
Sheila Devlin. 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 8th December: 
James Greenwood (birthday anniversary), 
Mary Josephine Unsworth (birthday 
anniversary) and Fr John Unsworth 
(anniversary) priest of Salford Diocese. 

LATELY DEAD 

Ernest Soko in Zambia. 

Bernard Welsh 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY  

1. To the relatives of the late Joe Holden of 
Aspull.  His Funeral Service was 
celebrated in Our Lady’s Church on 
Thursday 9th December, prior to interment 
in St Elizabeth’s churchyard. 

2. To Kevin and Lisa Singleton, of Little 
Scotland, on the recent death of Bernard 
Welsh, Kevin’s uncle. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Rose Williams, Mary Connelly, Mary Berry, 
Len Smith, Thomas Duffy, Marjorie Whittle, 
Debbie Roocroft, Jack Eatock, Ronnie 
Griffiths, Louisa Connelly and priests of the 
Diocese John Reynolds, Joe Corcoran, 
David McGarry and John Unsworth. 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

This is a busy week for those who celebrate 
their birthdays: Margaret Riley, Susan 
Mulligan, Chris Bithell, Jane Oakes, Pope 
Francis and Fr Kevin who celebrates his 70th 
birthday on Tuesday 14th December.  There 
will be Mass that day in Our Lady’s church at 
9.15 am should you wish to join him on his 
birthday. 

CYCLE OF PRAYER 

This week -  
Let us pray for the people of the parish of the 
English Martyrs, Whalley, and for Fr. David 
Yates, their parish priest.  

We pray for the staff and students of Oakhill 
College.  

May they rejoice in the Lord always.  



SVP POINSETTIA SALE 

The SVP will be selling poinsettias this year 
next Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th 
December at the 6pm and 9.30am 
Masses.  The cost is £5. We have ordered 
150 plants. 

If you would like to buy one for the altar and 
dedicate it to a person or people, please take 
a dedication card from the back of church 
this weekend, Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th 
December, write your dedication on it at 
home and then return it with your payment of 
£5 the following weekend.  We will ensure 
that your plant is used to decorate the altar 
and church, and a Mass will be said for all 
those who receive a dedication. 

If you would like to buy a plant to take home, 
then bring the payment on the 18th or 19th 
December and you will be given a plant. 

We are unable to take orders or save 
particular colours. 

We raise £1 profit per plant and funds will be 
sent to our twinned parishes in India and 
Sudan who are suffering greatly. 

Thank you.  

Every good wish and blessing. 

DIOCESAN STAGE OF THE UNIVERSAL 

SYNOD - ‘For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, Mission’.  
Pope Francis has called a 
Universal Synod which is 
taking place in every 
Catholic diocese across the 
world. The Synod is 
themed: “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, 
Participation, and Mission”. 
We want to hear from as many people as 
possible, those involved in the church and 
those who are not. You can take part by 
completing an online submission using the 
QR code or by following this link  

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3D3FXJ2 

Please share this link with family and friends. 
We have until 1st March 2022 to make our 
submissions then, after national and 
continental gatherings, the Synod of Bishops 
will gather in Rome in 2023 to reflect on what 
has been heard. Please remember the 
Synod in your prayers. Your contribution is 
invaluable and will make a considerable 
difference to the future of the Church in our 
diocese and across the world. 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3D3FXJ2

