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CHRIST IS RISEN.  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Response to the Psalm: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no 
end. 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Jesus said: “You believe because you can see me.  Happy 

are those who have not seen and yet believe.” 
 Alleluia. 

WEEKEND MASSES AT OUR LADY’S AND HOLY FAMILY  

This week’s Masses 

Vigil Mass - Saturday at 6.00pm and the Sunday Mass at 9.30am, both at Our Lady’s.  

Sunday Mass - Holy Family at 11.15am.  

Parishioners are reminded that, at present, there is still no obligation to attend Mass. We will 
let you know when this changes.  

There are no regular mid-week Masses planned for the near future.  

SERVICES ONLINE 

Sunday Mass from Our Lady’s via the Parish Facebook page using this link  
www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/ available from about 1.00pm.  It is also available  
via the Parish WhatsApp group and website. 

A number of parishes are also streaming masses on line both daily and on Sundays.  

One of the nearest to our parish, in our Diocese, is St Vincent’s, Over Hulton.  Online Live 
streaming of mass can be accessed via their website: http://stvincentsbolton.org/ 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  I love you above 
all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
(based on a prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori)  

http://www.facebook.com/ourladyschurchaspull/
http://stvincentsbolton.org/


THOUGHTS   

For Second Sunday of Easter. 

Notes from ‘Music and Liturgy’, the regular 
publication of the Society of St Gregory SSG. 

The Society was founded in 1929 as the 
National Society for Liturgy and Music in the 
Catholic Church in the British Isles.  The 
Society aims to develop and promote good 
practice in the celebration of the Liturgy and 
the Rites of the Roman Catholic Church; to 
promote and facilitate the understanding of 
the Liturgy of the Church; to promote and 
facilitate the study, performance, composition 
and use of music in the Liturgy; to assist with 
the formation of ministers of the Liturgy and 
to publish a journal and other publications in 
furtherance of its other objects. 

27 Manor Street, Heath, Cardiff, CF14 3PU 

Fr Kevin was on the National Committee for a 
number of years, some years ago. 

In the Roman Missal that contains the Rites 
and Instructions on the celebration of the 
Mass throughout the Church’s Year that was 
in use before the Second Vatican Council, 
this Second Sunday of Easter had been 
traditionally known as ‘Low Sunday’.  The 
newly baptised in the early Church laid aside 
their white baptismal garments and it was 
thought that nothing could surpass the joy 
and the excitement, the celebration and 
solemnity, of the previous weekend.  But, 
really, there is nothing ‘low’ about it.  Today 
also has the secondary title of ‘The Sunday of 
Divine Mercy’, given to it by the then Pope 
John Paul II, after visions of the Blessed Lord 
Jesus by a Polish nun, now canonised as 
Sister Faustina.   

On this Second Sunday of Easter we hear 
the only Gospel that corresponds to the week 
after Easter, namely the appearance of the 
Lord to Thomas.  This same Gospel is 
uniquely read on this Sunday every year but 
with good reason.  There is an important 
message that Jesus gives in response to 
Thomas’ acceptance of what he now sees 
and believes and it is a message for us all - 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet believe.” 

The First Reading on all the Sundays of 
Easter up to, and including, Pentecost is 

always taken from the Acts of The Apostles 
recording how the Easter faith was received 
and lived in the earliest Christian 
communities.  Luke provides an idyllic picture 
of the progress of the Good News in a truly 
harmonious communal society, reflecting the 
reality of the Kingdom of God - no-one is in 
want; no-one holds back from providing for 
the needs of the Church.  This, Luke is telling 
us, is the living out of the Good News.  Too 
good to be true? Well, if you read the next 
chapter of the Acts of The Apostles you will 
find the worm in the apple, in the cautionary 
tale of Annias and his wife Sapphira, for 
whom appearance was all! 

The Second Reading this Sunday is taken 
from the First Letter of Peter.  The starting 
point of today’s reading is ‘the only begotten 
Son’ whose sacrifice has made us the 
children of God.  If we love God our father, 
then we must necessarily love our brothers 
and sisters.  Our love of God is shown by the 
way we keep his commands, which are not 
difficult.  Overcoming the world means a 
rejection of the values that dominate life 
without God.  The writer was thinking of a 
personal conquest of corrupt values. ‘Water 
and blood’ refer back to St John’s Gospel 
account of Jesus’ sacrificial life and death, 
from the water of his baptism to blood of his 
sacrifice on Calvary. 

The Gospel.  Peace is not simply an absence 
of conflict.  The cynical comment that the wars 
of the Roman Empire created a desert called 
peace bears no comparison with the peace 
offered by Christ.  The spirit of God creates a 
dynamic peace that reaches out to all who will 
accept it.  We can identify so easily with 
Thomas: ‘Seeing is believing’ is a proverbial 
saying that might originate from this story.  
Perhaps we should link Thomas’ coming to 
belief with our approach to the Eucharist 
today. 

Fr Kevin 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Please pray for the sick, especially those in 
hospital with Covid-19, and we also remember  
Tony Webber, Ken Thomas,  Mark Lysycia,  
Maureen Duckworth and  Elizabeth (Betty) 
Bird.  

PARISH NOTICES 



Every good wish and blessing. 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED 

As of Wednesday 7th April. 
Bob Connor (Anniversary), Ellen Connor 
(Anniversary), Mass for those anxious or 
afraid, Kevin O’Connor in Ireland (lately 
dead), Kevin Croston (lately dead),  Harriet 
Dillan (Anniversary), George Dittman (lately 
dead), Ann Cunliffe (Anniversary), Robert 
Hugh Unsworth (birthday anniversary), Bill 
Grady (Anniversary) and baby Arlo 
Thompson (lately dead) and family. 

PRAYERFUL SYMPATHY 

 To Rita Croston and family of Hall Lane, 
Aspull on the death of Kevin after a long 
illness.  Requiem Mass in Our Lady’s 
Church, Monday 19th April 11.00am prior 
to burial in St Elizabeth’s Churchyard, 
Aspull. 

 To Susan Mulligan and family of Horwich 
on the death of her father, Phil Dauber, (Fr 
Kevin celebrated his late wife Kathleen’s 
funeral in Our Lady’s, February 2005).  
Funeral to be arranged. 

LATELY DEAD 

Kevin Croston, Kieran O’Malley, Phil Dauber, 
baby Arlo Thompson and Fr Vincent Cavey 
retired priest of the Salford Diocese. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Kath Anderton, Damian Eccles, Ellen 
Connor, John Mulligan, Ann Cunliffe, Bill 
Grady and Harriet Dillon. 

REQUIEM MASS 

For the late Kieran O’Malley, 11.00am 
Tuesday 13th April In Holy Family Church 
prior to burial at St David’s Churchyard, 
Haigh 

MANY THANKS 

To all those who have cleaned and 
decorated both our churches so beautifully 
for the celebration of Easter. 

RED BOX 2020 THANK YOU 

In 2020, our community of Our Lady of The 
Immaculate Conception raised £1,270.28 
through our Red Boxes and donations to 
Mission and the Mill Hill Missionaries. Thank 
you! Communities around the world are so 
grateful for your support through prayer and 
generous donations. The missionaries, and 
the communities they serve, are living in 
such difficult circumstances, made even 
harder by COVID-19. They have asked us to 
pass on their thanks, and tell us that they 
pray for us all. Find out more at 
missio.org.uk .  

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 

To Chris and Tony Taylor of Wigan Road, 
Weshoughton who will be celebrating their 
45th Wedding Anniversary next Saturday.  
We wish them well.  Ad multos annos! 

THANKS ALSO 

To Anne Loftus for her work arranging the 
seating for Christmas and Easter at Holy 
Family. 

BOOKS FOR CAFOD  

The following books are available for sale for 
a small donation, at your discretion, to 
support the work of Cafod. Each is film 
wrapped. Most are paperbacks. If anyone is 
interested, please speak to Fr Kevin.  

1.  Frederick Forsythe - The Fox. His latest 
in a series of gripping thrillers.  

2.  Peter Frankopan - The Silk Roads. 
Beautifully illustrated alternative history 
of the world.  

3.  Dan Jones - The Crusaders.  

4.  Tracy Borman - Henry VIII: and the Men 
Who Made Him  

5.  Matt Neale - The History of Rome in 
Seven Sackings.  

6. Sinclair McKay - Dresden. The 
controversial Allied attack on the 
German city.  

7. Maggie O’Farrell - Hamnet.  Winner of 
the Women’s Prize for Fiction last year. 

8. Anne Glenconner - Murder on Mustique.  
Pure escapism in the Caribbean! 

9. Catherine Pepinster - The Keys and The 
Kingdom.  A study of the Papacy and the 
UK from John Paul II to Pope Francis. 

10. Pope Francis - Let Us Dream.  His vision 
for a better world after the pandemic. 

11. Richard Osman (TV presenter)- The 
Thursday Murder Club.  A thoroughly 
entertaining adventure of active retired 
people with time on their hands for crime 
solving. 

12. K. Ishiguro - The Klara and the Sun.  
Latest novel by the Nobel Prize Winner. 
A exploration of humanity’s relationship 
with Artificial Intelligence. 


